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While Lucretia’s husband and the other young men dine in the camp, they by chance speak about their wives and about their chastity.  ‘No one conquers my wife with their chastity’ says Collatinus.  ‘If we advance to Rome, soon we will get to know with our eyes better than with our words.’  The young men come to his house on horses most quickly where they find all the other women feasting.  Lucretia however, energetic as always, is making wool very carefully with the slave-women.  ‘Surely I am the winner?’ says her husband, ‘Surely my wife lives most diligently?  Surely Lucretia is a woman of the greatest chastity?’ But Collatinus, knowing nothing of the future brings death to his wife with his words.  For on the same night evil lust takes the mind of Sextus Tarquinius.  ‘Surely Lucretia is on the point of loving me?’ he says to himself.  Unless she intends to love me, surely, I am going to take her with a sword and threats?’  Tarquinius goes to the house of Lucretia and carries out the worst plan very badly.
