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[bookmark: _Hlk498802174]As an employee of a primary school, I am required, by the local education authority to attend annual child protection and safeguarding training. It is the responsibility of the headteacher to ensure that all members of staff and governors receive this training. This is in line with guidance from All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008) and HM Government (2010) that states that it is the responsibility of every person that works with children to understand the role they play in safeguarding the children in their care and to be able to identify the signs of abuse. Through this training, I feel confident that I would be able to identify if a child is displaying the signs of abuse or neglect.  I also believe that I am aware of the steps that I would take if I had any concerns about the children that I work with throughout the school, by following the procedures outlined in the school’s child protection policy.  I know that I would need to report any concerns to the Designated Senior Person (DSP) for the school.  According to the Welsh Government (2015), the Keeping Learners Safe document states that every school should appoint a DSP that will take the lead role in all child protection and safeguarding issues that may arise within the school. In my school, the headteacher has taken on this role, therefore, any concerns that I might have, will be reported directly to him.  
I have realised however, that after completing my role in the process, that I have little knowledge or understanding about the procedures that take place after this and about the responsibilities that other agencies have.
I feel that through the training I have received, I was aware of the importance of multi-agency working but I did not comprehensively understand exactly how these partnerships are facilitated.
Up until now, I was unaware that the local authority is required to set up a Local Safeguarding Children Board (LSCB). According to Jarvis et al. (2016) and Davies and Ward (2012), the introduction of The Children Act 2004 required each local authority to establish a LSCB.  The NSPCC (no date) states that these LSCB’s includes the chief officer of police, the local authority, the NHS and Local Health Board.  Munro and France (2012) state that LSCB’s were set up having the aim to promote cooperation between all agencies that have an input into a child’s wellbeing and to ensure that all agencies were effective members of the partnership. Guidance form The Local Safeguarding Children Boards (Wales) Regulations 2006 states that all LSCB’s should seek to gain a relationship of mutual trust between agencies when aiming to safeguard children effectively.  Another role of the LSCB’s is to provide support and advice to staff and to provide essential information regarding safeguarding children and to stress the importance of their role in the safeguarding process (Arnott et al. 2012).  The NSPCC (no date) agrees with this but adds that the LSCB’s are also responsible for implementing child protection policies and procedures.
Following the death of Victoria Climbie, the subsequent inquiry carried out by Lord Laming in 2003, highlighted that there were a number of shortfalls within the current child protection system, which included the breakdown of multi-agency communication.  This then prompted the government to formally reinforce multi-agency working to effectively safeguard children (May-Chahal and Mason, 2007; HM Government 2010; Anning et al. 2010).  
This view is also shared by Thompson (2016) who believes that all agencies have a moral duty to improve the way that they share information, if they are going to be able to improve the protection and welfare of children.  However, this point was initially outlined by a circular that was issued in 1950, which recommended that a children’s coordinating committee should be established to prevent the ill-treatment of children.
However, over sixty years later, the same message is being conveyed. The HM Government (2010: 31) states ‘Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children – and, protecting them from significant harm – depends on effective joint working between agencies and professionals that have different roles and expertise.
Following Lord Laming’s recommendations, the government introduced several new policies and guidance which were set out through the ‘Every Child Matters’ Green Paper with the aim to radically reform the child protection system for children in England and Wales (Cheminais, 2010; Barker, 2012; Churchill, 2011).
Within this Green Paper, a number of policy challenges were highlighted including better prevention, early intervention and workforce reform which stated that inter-professional skills needed to improve with professionals being able to access more training in child protection (Great Britain: Department for Education and Skills, 2003). 
[bookmark: _Hlk498801868]According to the Welsh Government (2007) guidance from ‘Safeguarding children: Working together under the Children Act 2004’ it is necessary for different agencies to share information to ensure that the problems the children are experiencing do not become worse, with early intervention being the key aspect. This point is also reflected in the All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008) which states that it is essential that professionals share information to effectively safeguard children to ensure their safety.
The Data Protection Act 1998 allows for confidential information to be shared between agencies for safeguarding purposes, but consent should be obtained, where possible to share information with other professionals (All Wales Child Protection Procedures, 2008; MacDonald, 2011).
Unfortunately, as previously mentioned, when information is not appropriately and effectively shared between agencies, children can suffer from serious harm or death.  Therefore, Multi Agency Safeguarding Hubs (MASHs) have been set up in many areas to prevent this from happening, by providing support to professionals to facilitate effective information exchange (Home Office and Baker, 2014; Smith 2016).
Another issue that I was unaware of, was the speed at which concerns are reported to social services.  According to the All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008), any concerns about a child’s welfare should be reported to social services by phone within twenty-four hours. In addition, guidance from the Welsh Government (2015) Keeping Learners Safe document states that the DSP is responsible for making these referrals and shout act as a point of contact throughout the procedure.
After the initial phone referral, the DSP has the responsibility to confirm the referral in writing within two days, using an official referral form. Further guidance explains that when reporting concerns from a school, it is not possible to remain anonymous (All Wales Child Protection Procedures, 2008).
According to Carr and Goosey (2017), child abuse allegations are commonly first made at school.  However, it is not the responsibility of the school to investigate any claims but to act as a referring body and to provide all relevant information to social services that they might need if they are going to conduct a Section 47 inquiry or a child protection conference.
I am grateful for being given the opportunity to take part in a child protection conference scenario.  Before this, I had not heard of this and therefore did not know what they entailed.  Through this process, I now feel confident that I would be able to positively contribute if I was asked to be a part of one in my role of, as a classroom assistant.  I found it beneficial to learn about the input that different agencies had and how decisions were made collectively, to safeguard the child concerned.
I also did not realise that Wales, as a country had developed their own child protection policies.  I assumed that all countries within the United Kingdom would follow the same procedures.  However, in 2001, Wales created The Children’s Commissioner for Wales Act, which saw Wales appoint the first, independent children’s commissioner in the United Kingdom.  The role of the children’s commissioner was to safeguard the children of Wales and to promote their rights and welfare (Holt, 2014; Ball, 2013).  Hill et.al (2013) states that this set a precedent for the rest of the United Kingdom who then appointed their own children’s commissioners.
Wales also became the first country within the United Kingdom that incorporated the rights of the child into their approach to child protection.  Through the ‘Rights of children and young persons (Wales) Measure 2011’ they also became the first country in the United Kingdom to include the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child into their domestic law.  Therefore, all policies and legislations now had to incorporate the rights of the child (Holt, 2014; NSPCC, no date; Welsh Government, 2015).
While I felt confident that I would be able to recognise the signs of child abuse, I did not understand how much this can affect children later in life.  I had not previously heard of the term ACE’s, which according to NHS Wales (no date), stands for Adverse Childhood Experiences.  This term is used to describe a variety of traumatic events that occur throughout childhood that can have long lasting effects.
There are many events that can be classed as an Adverse Childhood Experience.  These can include the many forms of abuse, neglect, being exposed to substance misuse, the breakdown of a family along with being exposed to domestic abuse (NHS Wales, no date).
A study conducted by Public Health Wales (2015), revealed that in Wales, 47 percent of adults have suffered from at least one ACE during their childhood while 14 percent of adults have suffered four or more.  
According to Murphy and Steele (2014) and Kalmakis and Chandler (2015), it is more likely that these children are more likely to exhibit anti-social habits such as smoking, substance abuse and binge drinking as they grow up, which may lead to serious health conditions and mental health problems.  These serious health conditions can include cancer, heart disease, diabetes, chronic bronchitis and mental illness (Public Health Wales NHS Trust, 2015; Ruglass and Kendall-Tackett 2015).
Unfortunately, a cycle has been identified with ACE’s which means that children that suffer from ACEs are more likely to subject their children to ACEs later in life. However, Public Health Wales (2015) are committed to breaking this cycle and state that it is necessary to identify the signs of ACEs with early intervention being an important factor.  Again, a multi-agency approach is needed to effectively reduce the number of ACEs for the children in Wales.
In conclusion, I have found researching the topic of children protection emotionally difficult, especially when reading about the severity of abuse that innocent children have been subjected to and how to date, the child protection system has failed them.  As a part of my role as a childcare practitioner, I am responsible for ensuring that the children in my care are happy and feel safe while they are away from their parents.  I provide emotional support and nurture their personalities so that they can become confident children, allowing them to develop at their own time by providing the appropriate level of support.  However, I find it hard to understand that there are people that would want to purposely cause significant harm to children.  Regardless of how difficult this is to understand, I feel that all childcare professionals have the duty to be aware of these issues so that we can do our part in preventing child abuse or preventing it from getting worse.
I have recently had to contact social services as a member of the public about an act of physical abuse against a child by its mother, that I was a witness to.  However, the advice I received from social services directed me to the Police.  On doing this, it took the Police over eight hours to respond to the call, by which time the mother and child were no longer at home.  I feel on this occasion, both social services and the Police failed this child.  I didn’t feel that this was an example of multi-agency working, rather an opportunity to pass the responsibility onto someone else.  However, through research undertaken, I realise that even though this abuse was significant in my opinion, I am aware that these agencies are dealing with cases far more severe than this and sometimes it is necessary to prioritise their cases and in their professional opinion, this was a less serious case. 
Unfortunately, it seems that regardless of the many laws, legislations, acts and guidelines, child abuse is still prevalent in today’s society and I feel that as long as there are people that want to cause harm to children, they will always find a way to deceive the systems that are in place, and there will always be children that will fall through the net.
However, I believe that if we all play our part in child protection, and remain vigilant to the warning signs, then hopefully, in time the number of child abuse cases will significantly reduce, and we can, together make a difference to the children in our care.
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