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[bookmark: _30j0zll]Introduction
Virtual learning focuses on the use of computers, the internet and online platforms to be effective. The online study takes place whereby the teachers creates a channel, or a link with which the students join them in the study session. Due to the pandemic, physical attendance learning has been suspended in most schools. Learning institutions are emphasizing on online study. University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus, has also adopted the online learning via the Moodle. This application has had various reactions from the students. The purpose of this research report is to analyse the impact of Virtual Learning Environment to the students. The research will be conducted by collecting data through online surveys and issuing questionnaires via the internet. 
[bookmark: _1fob9te]Impacts of Virtual Learning Environment
[bookmark: _3znysh7]Primary Sources
[bookmark: _2et92p0]Questionnaire 
The aim of the questionnaire is to create questions that will enable both the students and the professors to explain how the Virtual Learning Environment is affecting the normality of education during the pandemic. The questionnaire is divided into two parts. The first part is a close-ended section where the individuals are required to tick their answer appropriately. In the second section, the questions are more open-ended enabling the interviewees to give their comments and opinions on the matter (Patten, 2016). 
SECTION A: CLOSED-ENDED QUESTIONS
Q1. Do you agree with the application of Virtual Learning Environment, Moodle, in the school?
Agree	☐

Strongly Agree	☐

Disagree 	☐

Strongly Disagree	☐

Q2. Are online exams and classes effective and efficient to the learning objective of the school?
	
Yes	☐

No	☐
Q3. Do you think Virtual Learning will increase the efficiency of education?
Agree          ☐
Strongly Agree          ☐
Disagree            ☐
Strongly Disagree           ☐
Q4. What do you think are the key factors that make virtual learning effective?
Agree          ☐
Disagree          ☐
Non-responsive            ☐
Q5. Do you think a combination of a virtual learning class, and physical attendance class would fair?
Agree          ☐
Disagree          ☐
Non-responsive            ☐
Q6. What are the Benefits of Virtual Learning Environment?
Agree          ☐
Disagree          ☐
Non-responsive            ☐
Q7. What are the challenges of applying Virtual Learning Environment?
Agree          ☐
Disagree          ☐
Non-responsive            ☐
SECTION B: OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS

Q8. Virtual Learning requires technology to be successful. What type of technologies are the most sufficient for online learning?
Agree          ☐
Disagree          ☐
Non-responsive            ☐
Q9. Do you agree with your role in virtual learning environment? Explain your answer in regards to the role you play.
Agree          ☐
Disagree          ☐
Non-responsive            ☐
[bookmark: _tyjcwt]Survey
The institution used a total of fifty as the population sample, which included one hundred professor’s, lecturers, and four hundred students to conduct an analysis on the impact of virtual learning environment in the institution. 
Q1. Do you agree with the application of Virtual Learning Environment, Moodle, in the school?
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Agree
	22
	44%

	Disagree 
	12
	24%

	Non-responsive
	16
	32%


After the analysis, 44% agreed that Moodle should be applied in the virtual learning environment. 24% disagreed with the application of virtual learning environment, while 32% were not sure where to lean. The analysis proves that the greatest number in the population are in support of virtual learning environment. One hundred and sixty of the population is not fully aware of how virtual learning works, hence the non-responsive. 
Q2. Are online exams and classes effective and efficient to the learning objective of the school?

77% of the population stated Yes in support of the question. This means that they agree that online learning is an effective strategy for the school. A lesser population of 23% believe that online learning is ineffective. In this question every sample was able to respond efficiently. 
Q3. Do you think Virtual Learning will increase the efficiency of education?
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Agree
	15
	30%

	Strongly Agree
	24
	48%

	Disagree
	6
	12%

	Strongly Disagree
	5
	10%


30% of the sample population agreed while 48% strongly agreed on the adoption of Virtual Learning Environment in the institution would increase efficiency in the education sector. However, 12% also disagreed on the same while 10% strongly disagreed.
Q4. Do you think accessing materials needed for virtual learning is a challenge?
	Response
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Agree 
	27
	54%

	Disagree 
	15
	30%

	Non-response 
	8
	16%


In this question, two hundred and seventy-six individuals agreed that accessing the materials needed for enhancing virtual learning is a challenge, while 30% disagree that it is not a challenge. 16% were not sure whether accessing the materials would be a challenge or not. They were neutral about the situation. 
Q5. How do you think a combination of a virtual learning class, and physical attendance class would fair?









46% of the population was in support of combining virtual learning and physically attendance, also commonly known as hybrid classes. 22.8% disagreed with combining both online learning, and physical attendance. In this case, 16 preferred physical learning while 8 were in support of virtual learning. The rest 31.2% had no preference to what learning method should be applied. The highest number of supporters because the population believe that a combination of face-face learning with virtual learning will be the most effective plan.
Q6. What are the Benefits of Virtual Learning Environment?
	Response
	Frequency
	Percentage

	Agree 
	22
	44%

	Disagree  
	16
	33.6%

	Non-responsive 
	12
	22.4%



According to the analysis, the highest number of samples, 44%, agreed that virtual learning environment has great benefits. 17 students of the students included that virtual learning had many benefits to them. The students are able to complete their courses. Nobody knows how long the pandemic will be here, waiting for physical attendance learning would have been a waste of time. 5 professors agree that virtual learning has also benefitted the institution because activities have continued to run smoothly. 33.6% disagreed that virtual learning has its benefits to either the students or the institution. 22.4% were unsure of what to say.
Q7. What are the challenges of applying Virtual Learning Environment?
	Response 
	frequency
	Percentage 

	Agree 
	20
	40%

	Disagree 
	16
	32%

	Non- Responsive
	14
	28%



Generally, the highest population believed that virtual learning environment will create a lot of challenges in the institution during the adoption process. 40% agreed that virtual learning is a challenge mostly by the students. This is because in the sample, 33% disagreed on the question by being in support of virtual learning. According to them, there were no challenges in virtual learning environment. 27% of the samples were unsure if virtual learning environment is going to be a challenge or not. 
Q8. Virtual Learning requires technology to be successful. What type of technologies are the most sufficient for online learning?
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Virtual learning
	12
	24%

	Video and audio podcast
	14
	28%

	Mobile technologies
	14
	28%	

	Digital platforms
	10
	20%



Most students stated that they miss the physical attendance learning because their peers motivated them to study. 40 % support virtual learning. 30% of the sample population promoted use of video and audio podcast messages. 30% promoted use of mobile technologies, while 40% were in support of use of digital platforms. However, the present learning methods are mostly audio or video podcast whereby the professor posts the session online and the students later download it. though the school has tried adopting emerging technologies such as mobile learning and digital platforms, the systems are not strong enough to match the physical learning. 56% also issued their opinion that technologies that promote face-to-face interactions should be implemented since that would make it easier for them to tell if the students are understanding the course or not. Application of new and improved strategies will ensure that learning is more effective as compared to what it is now.  
Q9. Do you agree with your role in virtual learning environment? Explain your answer in regards to the role you play.
	Response 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Agree 
	23
	46%

	Disagree 
	20
	40%

	Non-response 
	7
	14%



46% which is the largest percentage of the population sample were ready to play their role in promoting the effectiveness of virtual learning environment installation. In most responses, the professors and the students are required to work together to make the virtual learning system a success. Virtual learning has proved to be challenging in enhancing efficiency. In physical attendance learning, the administration worked closely with the board of students and directors to make learning more efficient through physical meeting. During these meeting, the people involved were concerned in making the best decisions by challenging each other. 40%, disagreed with participating with virtual learning environment because of various reasons including; the virtual learning, the streak is hard to follow. This because half of the organizing team have no faith in the system because of lack of expertise. The few people who understand the implications of virtual learning, get to make all the decision. Therefore, the efficiency of the system can only be determined by analysing the outcome. Thus, even if people play their roles, the efficiency of the system is not guaranteed. Lastly, 70 out of 500 were unsure of how to respond to the question.
[bookmark: _3dy6vkm]Secondary Sources
The secondary sources such as journals and published books states that the impact of virtual learning environment is dictated by the modern theories of education. The theories explain how each stakeholder will be affected by the changes, and also suggests how the institution can help to improve the learning environment. In this report, the analysis will investigate the behaviorism, cognitivism, and social constructivism modern theories of learning (Muhajirah, 2020).
Behaviorism
Behaviorism suggests that when learning, it is important to observe the behaviors of the students (Clark, 2018). Students tend to be distractable, and there is need to keep them in check by involving them in the teaching process. In physical learning, lecturers were able to manage their students by repeating points and randomly selecting a student to answer a question. This strongly modified their behavior. However, with virtual learning it is different because the professor cannot tell what the students are doing or not doing. Therefore, application of strategies such as video tutorials, and game-based activities will modify the learning behavior of the students.
Cognitivism
Cognitivism theory focuses on how the mind of individuals work (Shaker, 2018). Teachers who understand this theory are able to educate their students effectively. In a physical class, the lecture will able to tell students who understands the lessons faster than others. Virtual learning environment adopts cognitivism by customizing and personalizing the learning materials and environment. The professors are urged to issue information that is understandable to the students be it texts or images. For instance, depending on the lesson and course, the professors should be able to understand the kind of language that is most suitable for that group of students.
Social Constructivism
The learning process entails contribution by different people and creation of relationships with the lecturers and the peers (Suhendi, 2018). Social constructivism theory promotes group discussions, and brainstorming as a strategy that will promote proper learning. In a virtual leaning environment, this is possible through proper application of internet resources. The students can use web-conferencing systems such as for their discussions. This is beneficial to the students since they are equipped with new skills that are applicable in the work place like in an online meeting and screen sharing.
[bookmark: _1t3h5sf]Conclusion
Virtual learning is an important aspect in the students lives since it prepares them for the working environment. At work, one might deal with employees all over the globe and the only way to communicate is through the application of online platforms. Therefore, creating a virtual learning environment has significant impacts to the lives of the students as well as the teachers. Though its application might be challenging at first, individuals should be able to understand it is for the greater good. High technologies are being adopted by organization, which makes it necessary for the students to be at per with the changes. Virtual learning will prepare the students for the working environment by providing them with the necessary skills and expertise required by the employers. 
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