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I feel that working as a team to create this discussion to help Jack and his family was very successful. It made it easier that we all had individual role’s and that we could all focus on one role and gathering knowledge and understanding of the role and what we could do as that certain role to help jack and his family to conquer his bad behaviour, hygiene and make sure his well fare is paramount. I think that researching into different legislations during the preparation for this discussion helped tremendously. I got to discover different ways I could have helped jack if I were a keyworker in his setting and also listen to many other legislations that my group discussed. 
As the role of Jack’s class teacher, I got to voice my concerns regarding Jack to the rest of the conference. I explained how Jack’s behaviour had changed significantly over the past month or so and it had started to become an issue at school. I also got to explain that Jack’s hygiene had deteriorated as he was coming into school in the same clothes as he had been wearing the whole week. The concern was not only Jack’s behaviour but more his hygiene and well-being and without mum giving a valid response to me and my team leader questioning why Jack had been wearing the same clothes as the day before, we thought to bring it to a conference to get other individual professionals that work alongside Jack and his family to give their input on what they thought about this. There were also concerns for Jacks younger sister Olivia. 
During the discussion and voicing my concerns I mentioned the Children’s Act 1989. I felt this needed to be spoken about as The Children’s Act 1989 ensures that children need to be safeguarded at all times and that their welfare is paramount. It centres around the idea that children are best cared for in their own families, which is not always the case. However, The Children’s Act makes provisions for instances when parents and families do not co operate with statutory bodies. In this situation Jack’s mother was very secluded and did not want to talk about Jacks bad behaviour and hygiene, which made this discussion become an option straight away.
During the discussion I feel that I learnt a lot more about links to Wales and the different types of legislations that can be put into place to ensure Jack’s well-being is looked after and that his mother is in a stable mindset. Legislations such as The Children and Families Act (2014) explain that a care plan could be put into place to ensure that Jack and his mother are getting the support that they need and also to ensure that mum isn’t struggling whether it may be mentally or financially.
Working together to Safeguard Children 2015 was also mentioned in this conference. This act includes specific duties in relation to children in need, or children suffering or likely to suffer significant harm. This act was brought into the discussion to mostly speak about the gentleman living at home. He is not the father of Jack and Olivia and is bringing Jack to school smelling of alcohol. This act is there to ensure nothing happens to Jack and Olivia while in the care of this man. 
We spoke about The Children’s Act regularly in this discussion as it speaks strongly about the welfare of the child and the rights, powers and duties which guardians of the child would obtain. We would want to make sure that Jack had his own voice during this ongoing situation and if he thought or looked to be uncomfortable he would be able to say so.
As a keyworker in the discussion I worked alongside a few different multi agencies such as a health worker, social worker, the police and a keyworker that worked alongside Jack’s younger sister Olivia at a playgroup. This helped to gain more insight into Jack’s home life as every professional at the discussion had been in close contact with Jack and his mother. It was important that these multi agencies came together to discuss their thoughts on Jack’s behaviour and hygiene and also to give their say of what they have seen at home or while working alongside Jack or his mother. 
The multi agencies such as the health visitor and social worker taught me that Jack at home was not how he seemed at school and could not understand the reason for Jack being so dirty and coming into school with the same clothes on, as his younger sister Olivia was as clean as normal.
It was also important during the discussion to include multi-disciplinary and the key to quality care. Multi -disciplinary teams consist of staff from several different professional backgrounds who have different areas of expertise. These teams are then able to respond to clients who require the help of more than one kind of professional, in this case is what Jack’s mother needs. 
Some examples of multi-disciplinary teams may be Community Mental Health teams, Youth Offending teams or Child and adolescent mental health services, they work together to get the best possible outcome for you and to ensure that you are getting the care and support that you require.
Researching different types of legislations and multi-disciplinary work made me realise the amount of care people put into their jobs as health visitors, social workers etc. it has helped me develop a range of knowledge on how to properly safeguard a child and how important their well-being is. I’ve gained knowledge of the importance of bringing everyone together and working as a team to ensure that a child has the best possible outcome there is. Also ensuring that the parents aren’t struggling and are getting the help they need with their child. Working as a team have proven to be the best way possible to gather information based around the child and also the best way to gather information to help that child.
Another thing I felt useful when doing the discussion was breaking down the scenario and working around certain parts for example Jack’s bad behaviour was one aspect to reflect on, another was his hygiene and well-being and another was the male bringing him into school that had a strong smell of alcohol, all 3 of these aspects needed a different type of attention from different types of multi-agencies. Also finding out what his home life was like in order to help with mum. 
I found that giving out advice for mum and the man she was with was very helpful. Giving them options for regular home visits off the health visitor and the social worker, just to keep on top of things and make sure everything’s fine at home. Also giving options for classes for mum and Jack and giving options for AA classes for the gentleman so he isn’t drinking alcohol around young children.
Some parts of this conference I did find difficult, although it was interesting to find out different legislations and their work it was hard for me to find certain legislations that fitted in with my role as a keyworker. The Children’s Act 1989 covered most of my part in the discussion, so I found it difficult trying to find other legislations that fitted in well.
I think my skills, knowledge and understanding have altered during the process of preparing for this conference, I’ve had a lot of insight into most legislations and multi-agencies. I have gained a few skills by doing this conference and gained a lot of knowledge researching parts for my role.
If I did this conference again I would like to focus a bit more on the male that was living in the family home and find out a bit more about his background and maybe speak to him as an individual. I would also like to focus more on mum and Olivia. I would of liked to work more around her and see how she behaves at home compared to Jack and also how mum treats Olivia in comparison to the way she treats Jack. I would like to find out if the gentleman is causing any of these problems with Jack’s behaviour and hygiene and think about maybe removing him from being around the children for a while and seeing if Jack’s behaviour and hygiene progresses. I would also like to find out where he came from? How long he has been living in the family home with Mum, Jack and Olivia.
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