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The effect of Terrorism is felt worldwide. When it strikes it strikes hard leaving devastation and fear in its wake. Acting in the best interests of public safety and the prevention of loss of life needs to be in the front of the Police’s minds when dealing with such atrocities including the life and rights of those who wish to do harm. In a society that values human rights and with the rise of social media being on the forefront of the battle against terrorism it is integral for police to ensure the public are given the knowledge and protection they deserve. It is also important for the police to focus on the both the vast amount of negative press highlighting the failures and to ensure that the positives are reinforced in the new generation of officers. Therefore, social research has been utilised to capture the public perception into the fight against terrorism and to examine how the police work when deterring and detecting terrorist cells and how they prosecute those who wish to cause damage to public infrastructure and lives alongside highlighting the potential negative side of counter-terrorism policing.
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Chapter One: Introduction


1.1 Background 
In the wake of ever-evolving domestic and international security threats, counter-terrorism policing has become a central component of policing strategies across many countries but especially within the United Kingdom. The rise in these terrorist incidents since the early 2000s, particularly following the attacks of September 11 2001, on the World Trade Centre’s and the 7/7 London bombings in 2005, has caused a significant reform in how the police protect the public. These events marked a turning point in placing an increased and more intense focus on prevention of these attacks particularly preventing radicalisation. It has also led to an increase in intelligence-led policing, and pre-emptive action against those wishing to cause harm to the British Public. However, this expansion in police powers has sparked ongoing debate about the balance between collective security of those powers are there to protect and individual rights of those who are persecuted both correctly and falsely.

Counter-terrorism policing now operates within a framework that emphasizes surveillance, risk assessment and management, and utilising disruption strategies and tactics alongside using specialist roles and units to apprehend terrorists. Laws such as the Terrorism Act 2000 and subsequent legislation, including the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 and the Counter-Terrorism and Border Security Act 2019 and how this legislation has equipped police with further powers of stop and search. It has also provided further powers for detention without charge to ensure public safety alongside further powers and policies to assist in information and intelligence collection. Whilst these powers are intended to address the unique challenges posed by terrorism, they have also raised critical questions about proportionality, accountability, and the long-term implications for human rights and community relations between the police and local communities.

1.2 Aims and Objectives
This dissertation explores how counter-terrorism policing has reshaped the use of police powers in the UK, with a particular focus on the legal, ethical, and operational impacts on day-to-day policing. It seeks to investigate whether the increased authority granted to police has altered the principles of policing by consent and have caused police to be too harsh or to lenient when it comes to terrorism. Key areas of analysis will include the use of stop and search powers under Section 44 (now repealed) and Section 47A of the Terrorism Act 2000, the role of intelligence gathering and Prevent strategy, and the extent to which counter-terrorism influences routine policing practices.

Furthermore, this research aims to critically assess the effectiveness of these enhanced powers in achieving their intended outcomes, namely the protection of the public and the prevention of terrorism. It will also consider how such powers are perceived by different communities, particularly those that may feel disproportionately targeted, and whether this affects public trust in the police. Methodologically, the study will employ a mixed-methods approach, combining legal analysis, policy review and study reviews published online and reading material alongside a quantitative survey to ensure that a vast amount of data is collected and analysed. As terrorism threats persist and new forms emerge, ranging from religious extremism to far-right radicalisation. it is essential to evaluate how the legal and operational tools used to combat them align with policing ethics. 




















Chapter Two: Literature Review

“Critically analyse current literature on how Terrorism has affected policing and how the police use powers to protect the public.”


2.1 The Rise of Terrorism in the United Kingdom
The United Kingdom’s Government (2024) defines extremism as the promotion or advancement of an ideology based on violence, hatred or intolerance. 
Since the September 2001 attacks in the United States terrorism both global and domestic has always been a topic within the worldwide news. Statistics show that in between April 2003 and March 2021 there were 93 deaths due to terrorism within England and Wales alone (Allen, Burton & Pratt, 2022). This has led to an increase in police and government programmes being created in an attempt to Pursue terrorists, Prevent people from becoming terrorists, Protect the nation against attacks and Prepare the United Kingdom to mitigate the impact of an attack (Allen, Burton & Pratt, 2022). 

In a world where terrorism is a very real threat to the nation Belton et.al (2020) highlights that police play a vital role in tackling extremism by disrupting terrorist plots and working with communities. Even with all of these programmes there is insufficient evidence to show that police programmes are effective at countering violent extremism by promoting community connectedness and tackling social isolation (Belton et.al, 2020). 

There is a clear need for development of legislation and review of current policies to combat the ever-growing threat of terrorism within the United Kingdom. In a review conducted by Anderson Q.C (2017) it was found that both security services such as Mi5 and the police were aware of the attackers responsible for the multiple attacks on the United Kingdom. Khuram Butt the person responsible for the London Bridge Attack was an active subject of interest for Mi5 and both Khalid Masood (Westminster Attack) and Salman Abedi (Manchester Arena) were both closed subjects of interest (Anderson Q.C, 2017).

There was a brief rise in fatalities after the 2001 attacks on the World Trade Centre, this marked the increase is Islamic terrorism within the United Kingdom (Cordesman, 2017) One such attack to note was the 7/7 attacks in London 56 people were killed by a focused and co-ordinated suicide bomber attack on the London subway system and a double decker bus during rush-hour in London.  Prior to these attacks the Joint Terrorism Analysis Centre (JTAC) stated that “Threat from Al-Qaida leadership directed plots has not gone away and events in Iraq are continuing to act as the motivation and a focus a range of terrorist related activity in the United Kingdom” (Center for Strategic and Internation Studies CSIS, 2018). This showed the clear threat that Islamic terrorism was and still is. 

This above shows that the government is creating programmes and police teams in order to attempt to prevent the radicalisation of people. However, there is work to be done, there is still a very real threat to the United Kingdom and its interests. The attacks on Manchester and London in 2017 lay clear fact that there is not enough being done to prevent deaths to innocent people. 


2.2 The effect of the Human Rights Act and Public Perception on Police Powers within extremism and terrorism. 
In a growing threat of global and domestic terrorism there are police powers and legislation that can be utilised against persons wishing to use or threaten action designed to influence the government or intimidate the public to advance a political, religious or ideological cause (Terrorism Act, 2000). These police powers and legislation are governed by the Human Rights Act 1998 whereby there are a number of both absolute and qualified rights, these rights have a profound effect on how the police deal with terrorists. 

One right within the Human Rights Act 1998 is the Right to Life under Article 2, this right states that everyone’s right to life shall be protected by law. However, this right shall not be regarded as inflicted if actions from use of force result as no necessary in defence of any person from un-lawful violence. (Human Rights Act, 1998). This right has been infringed numerous times by the police but deemed lawful within a terrorist context. This public confidence in the police within the United Kingdom has been highlighted in numerous surveys. One showing that out of those surveyed between 2022 and 2023 showed that the majority of those surveyed felt that the UK is protected from an attack (Home Office, 2023)

Terrorism often has violated human rights both through the killings of innocent people and the kidnap and torture of others (Z. Ahmed & S. Shukla, 2024) further to this it is often found that human rights are violated by the government preventing terrorism through the surveillance of individuals of interest and the restriction of freedom of expression. Ginsberg (2017) argues that freedom of expression is a freedom that benefits everyone. However, it is clear through both right-wing extremist and left-wing extremists’ protests and rallies, that they are only expressing what they believe in. The freedom of expression allows for potential recruitment into causes linked to domestic terrorism. 

Further to the freedom of expression in rallies and protests linked to these ideologies there is confusion on the use of powers put in place for the police. A report compiled by the Home Affairs Committee (2024) showed that the police were balanced and generally equal with the use of their powers. Furthermore, G. Bhattacharyya (2024) argued that the police’s response to the protests regarding the Gaza and Israel conflict “racist and Islamophobic”. Finally, Lord Walney (2024) found that there was a generally good response to a number of extremist and general protests by the police however there is clear need to educate His Majesties Government. This includes the threat posed by both far-right and far-left groups in a terrorism, violence and disruption context and that the effect that international partners have on these groups. 

A survey conducted by His Majesties Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire Service (2018) highlighted that the general public of those surveyed were satisfied with the police’s response to incidents. 61% of respondents were satisfied with their local police force. Upon those surveyed 49% stated that at that time, the police focusing on fighting terrorism and extremism were of the most importance to them. This could be due to the attacks the year before and the fear inflicted on the public however it shows that there is a increased confidence in the police. 


2.3 The use of Police Powers 
Since the high volume of terrorist attacks on the United Kingdom in 2017 numerous new powers and legislation have been brought forward to assist police in detection and prevention of terrorist attacks. These powers have allowed police to stop 43 late-stage attacks from happening in the United Kingdom since 2017 (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2025). One such controversial power is the use of stop and search powers under section 43 of the Terrorism Act 2000 gives constables the power to stop and search anyone they suspect to be involved in terrorist activity (Terrorism Act 2000). Recent data from the Metropolitan Police collected by the home office shows a steady decline of the use of the Section 43 Stop and Search power. Data shows approximately 780 stops and searches conducted in 2017 compared to just 71 in 2024 (Home Office, 2025).

Further to this the use of stop and search legislation hit controversy when the creation of the Section 44 stop and search power under the Terrorism Act 2000 was created. This power gave constables the ability to stop and search persons in a specified area without any reasonable suspicion (Terrorism Act 2000). This was found to infringe of a human right to privacy (European Court of Human Rights, 2010). Case law Gillian & Quinton vs The United Kingdom showed that two members of the public were searched under Section 44 at an ‘Arms Fair’. At 1030hrs on the 9th of September 2003, Gillian was stopped under Section 44 and searched where no incriminating evidence was found, and he was let go. 

Further to that Quinton was stop and searched at 1315hrs on the same date was alleged to have appeared from bushes and was searched under section 44 where again nothing incriminating was found. Both persons brought this case to the European Court of Human Rights where it was found this power under legislation violated Article 8 of the Human Rights Act. Since 2010 the power under section 44 has since been removed as a police power (Home Office, 2010).  

Post Manchester Attack in 2017, a Lord Kerslake (2018) found that the multi-agency response to the attack was brave and courageous and filled the public with confidence. It was noted within this review that the actions taken by the British Transport Police that day were a major fact in how the incident unfolded. However, staff at the event and police were noted in the review to state that they did wish to approach the bomber prior to detention out of fear of being braded racist if they were wrong. This indicates that fear of negative public response against the police plays a key factor when dealing with terrorism although this should not be a factor. 

In response to previous attacks Operation PLATO was created which was a contingency option for a marauding terrorist attack. This was created in response to the growing increase of Marauding Terrorist Attacks. These attacks are fast moving and devasting attacks carried out by terrorists by the use of firearms, bladed weapons and vehicles alongside other forms of active weaponry (National Protective Security Authority, 2022) In the wake of such horrific events the police have had powers available to them to protect the public and prevent any further civilians entering the scene. These are under Section 33, 34, 35 and 36 of the Terrorism Act 2000 which state that police have the power to place Cordons, guidance on cordons and then the enforcement of cordons (College of Policing, 2013) These powers are valuable when at a terrorist incident and can prove instrumental when dealing with a marauding terrorist attack. But officers must be mindful that the use of this power is done so whilst still being mindful of Article 5 of the Human Rights Act 1998 as everyone has the right to liberty under this unless lawfully detained. This further shows the fine balance that must be kept when dealing with such attacks and further shows the effect that the Human Rights Act has on the fight against terrorism. 


2.4 The Increased Threat of Right-Wing Extremism
The Home Office (2024) defines someone involved in right-wing extremism as someone who uses violence to advance their ideology. This ideology would be associated with Cultural Nationalism, White Nationalism and White Supremacism. This type of ideology was first thought to have begun in world war one with the creation of the ‘Black Hundred’ within Russia (Laqueur & Wall, 2018) This was then further advanced by Hitler and the Nazi party. The followed alongside Mussolini and regarded the right-wing ideology as social hygiene. The party compared the assassination and murder of people who do not fit in with their future of the human race like a doctor removing an infection (Laqueur & Wall, 2018). 

The Nazi party then rose to power in 1930 when they gained 107 seats in the Reichstag before moving into majority control as the largest political party in Germany with 230 representatives (The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 2025) The party then used propaganda and fear to advance their hold on Germany and even were noted to assassinate high ranking members of their own right-wing following in order to highlight the symbolism of their deaths to further advance the ideology (Laqueur & Wall, 2018). 

In recent years with the advancement of the internet this has become one of the main recruitment areas of right-wing groups. This is because of its vast access to right-wing propaganda and content to the ease of communication of like-minded individuals (Gaudette, Scrivens & Venkatesh, 2020) further to this however it was found that with some members of the right-wing extremists they did not use the internet as it was filled with members not committed to the cause of the group. This indicates a spread usage of the internet and how it is not a majority tool and the only way right-wing groups recruit. 

Smith (2024) found that there is clear concern that there has been an increase in right-wing extremism as of late. Almost half of people surveyed by Smith felt as if right-wing extremism is a threat to the United Kingdom bring that almost to the same total as Islamic Extremism. However out of those surveyed political affiliation played a major deciding factor. With the majority of those concerned about Islamic Terrorism being affiliated with the political party Reform UK. Further to this, members affiliated with the Labour Party were far more concerned about right-wing extremism than Islamic Terrorism. 

In conclusion to the above, there is a clear increase in the amount of right-wing extremist’s and the internet being used to facilitate recruitment is one of the major factors in this type of extremism and shows the global reach of the same ideology. There are police powers available to constables to combat terrorist threats and to ensure that the public are kept safe but public perception if the constables get it wrong is a clear factor in which decisions are made. There is clearly more to be done. 











Chapter Three: Research Methodology

The literature review within chapter two has highlighted that terrorism has had a profound effect on policing and how the police have been given powers to detect, prevent and deter terrorism in order to protect the public. There is a plenitude of literature relating to the chosen research topic that highlighted there was a clear negative view on the police and governments response to terrorist attacks and that the public felt that more can be done. Further to this it was shown that there was not enough being actioned by police to prevent extremism and those on “watchlists” were not being targeted enough and went on to commit some of the most horrific attacks in the United Kingdom’s history. This showed that there is a clear need to support police in the fight against terrorism 

It was highlighted that the media portrays the police as failures when it comes to terrorism, there is a clear research gap in how the public perceives the police, how they conduct operations and how safe the public feel. There is missing data in research into how police deal with terrorism and extremism and with legislation being created there is a clear need to collect data and analyse the data to show where the divide is and to assist with further research into the topic. This data collection is for the purpose of finding information and to highlight the public perception on how the police deal with terrorism. 

3.1 Research Strategy 
The research strategy will be to conduct an accessible survey shared on social media platforms this ensure that the survey can reach a large volume of participants. The survey will be utilised to collect primary data which is important to further develop social knowledge (Boeije & Hox, 2005). This method will be used to gather quantitative and qualitive data, this survey will incorporate questions which will allow the members of public who complete the survey to provide their perception of how the police deal with domestic and international terrorism. This method was chosen as it provides an excellent way to gather quantitative information and as it is easily accessible to the public via the internet it creates an easy way for the public to provide their opinion and as such this will provide data. 

In addition to the above this type of research strategy also allows anyone who has access to the survey to remain anonymous and provide a much broader data gathering approach more than a targeted data gathering approach. The anonymity of providing a response can increase the survey response by providing participants with a feeling of protection. Warner et.al, (2011) showed that when participants are anonymous especially when sensitive opinions are provided the participants were more likely to provide an accurate response to the question. This mixture of responses will provide a robust and multitude of qualitive data which will be rich and meaningful in data and then the quantitative data will provide a number based, reliable source of data. (Hewson, 2007).

3.2 Data Collection 
One important factor when conducting research is the collection of data and the way in which the data is collected. A survey is a way in which data can be collected and allows for flexibility; it allows participants to provide their opinion on the topic via a route that can be completely anonymous. A survey can also provide both an option for quantitative data with closed questions and qualitive data with broad open-ended questions. Once the survey has been completed, it can be analysed this is the process of turning survey data into results, this analysed data can be split into the following two categories. Quantitative data and Qualitative data. Quantitative data is numerical or that can be converted into numbers (Johanson & Williamson, 2017). An example of this would be the percentages of persons who took the survey converted into what their answer was. Qualitive data provides a more detailed information into the chosen research area, this provides the researcher with the participants opinions and experiences allowing for a more in-depth data collection (Hassan, 2024) Due to the available literature and articles both written and online. Alongside books and the vast government reports accessible by myself due to my chosen research topic that is where the vast majority of the qualitive data has come from. This is because the available literature provides a vast understanding of context and allows myself to explore different stances on current legislation in addition to the current real-world view on counter-terrorism. For quantitative data utilising a survey method from the company ‘SurveyMonkey’ has been chosen as it provides an anonymous platform shareable via social media platforms to collect and analyse data. 

3.3 Limitations 

Upon starting the process of building the survey and beginning the research element of the study limitations were discovered. Limitations are an imposed restriction out of the researcher’s control (Fountouki & Theofanidis, 2018). One limitation that was discovered was the small geographical area that the survey could reach, this is due to a number of factors one major being the number of persons that can actually see the survey. Although social media and sharing platforms are unlimited in potential it still has limited capability in its reach. 

Another limitation is the academic time constraint, this time constraint creates the inability to sample a large population and creates a small sample size. Further to this the time constraint can put stress on researchers and create poor performance due to poor time management leading to poor research and thus poor data collection (Adams & Blair, 2019).

3.4 Ethical Considerations 

To adhere to ethical standards and prevent any ethical dilemmas the survey method was used to remain anonymous and for participants that could access the survey to be aged eighteen or over. The survey was confidential and had guaranteed anonymity. The participation into the survey is voluntary and the participants were reminded of this prior to taking the survey. Finally, the survey was approved by a supervisor to guarantee that the study adhered to the policies of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. 
Chapter Four: Analysis of Results

In chapter three the research methods were identified and within chapter four the quantitative data received from the survey will be analysed to ascertain the general public perception into the research topic and to highlight the need for further research. 

4.1 Data Analysis 
In total the survey was completed by 25 people all from unknown backgrounds and demographics. This was to ensure that absolute anonymity was provided and to allow the participants to remain comfortable with providing an accurate response. This small number of participants provides a view into the public’s perception into the research topic. This allows the researcher to gather further data and information to further expand the available literature. Piecing this together with existing qualitive data has allowed the researcher to ensure that as much data is explored to ensure accurate results.
[image: A pie chart with text on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]4.1.1 Safety 

The findings from question one questioned the participants feeling of safety was asked to understand how they felt during their day to day. Out of the 25 answers 10 persons stated they felt moderately safe making up the majority of the data at 40%, further to this 20% (5) of participants stated that they felt very safe. This further shows that the public do have confidence in the police’s ability to keep them safe as stated within Lord Kerslake (2018) findings showed. However, there is still a total of 40% with data combined within Q1 who are not confident enough to state that they do at a minimum feel moderately safe showing that there is clear need for improvement within the United Kingdom to instil public confidence.





4.1.2 Knowledge 
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The data from Question two shows that the majority of 64% of participants (16) were satisfied that they are aware of the powers available to police to combat terrorism. This type of knowledge gives clear confidence from the police that they are doing their job to educate the public. This is important as it shows that the public are willing to assist in combat terrorism, this is especially outlined in the Run, Hide and Tell campaign from Protect UK (2021) which is important to consider that without the public’s trust in listening to the police and supporting agencies the campaign would not be useful and would result in further casualties. 





4.1.3 The effect of Terrorism on Policing
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In question three the effect on policing was explored, the vast majority of the 25 participants stated that terrorism has had an effect on policing. This resulted in 92% (23 participants) agreeing with the multitude of studies that terrorism has effectively changed how the police operate on a daily basis. This further reinforces the fact that terrorist attacks and organisations have made the police as a whole adapt to the ever-rising threat within the United Kingdom that domestic and international terrorism poses. However, there is still a small percentage (8%) of participants who disagree with the fact that terrorism has had an effect on how the police keep the public safe. 




[image: A pie chart with text
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Within question four, it was decided that the explore the effects that the public feel in response to terrorism. When questioned the respondents provided the following data. The majority of respondents provided that terrorism has had a little effect on their daily lives with 40% of the respondents stating this (10). With a further 28% (7) stating that the effect of terrorism has had a moderate effect on their daily life. This shows that although there are actions going on to deter extremism and radicalisation alongside the apprehension of terrorists. Those surveyed feel that terrorism do not have a major or profound effect on their lives. This is further solidified by the majority of counter terrorism operations happening ‘behind closed doors’ with the majority of surveillance tactics being covert with special authority being utilised to gather intelligence Security Service MI5 (No date).


4.1.5 The Public Perception on Police Effort
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Question five explored what the twenty-five participants thought about the efforts made by police to deter, detect and combat terrorism. Out of the participants 76% (19) thought that more could be done to combat the threat of terrorism. This shows that the public perceive that they do need to do more and utilise more powers to combat terrorism. Clearly this collaborates the data found within question one with participants not feeling confident to answer that they feel completely safe showing that more needs to be done. This helps achieve the third research objectives of exploring the public’s perception towards police when tackling terrorism. 





4.1.6 Do the Police need more powers? 
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Within question six, the perception was further explored to figure if the public’s perception could be related to what they believe is a lack of policies and powers to fight terrorism. A massive majority of 84% (21) confirmed that they felt as if the police needed more powers to combat this on-going threat from terrorism. This shows that out of those surveyed they feel although the police do not have enough tools available to them to combat this threat. This subsequently lines up with Belton et.al (2020) that police play a vital role in combatting terrorism but without the access to powers the police cannot combat this effectively. 






4.1.7 The Effect of the Human Rights Act 1998 on Terrorism
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Question seven was used to ascertain whether the Human Rights Act of 1998 had a profound effect on the fight against terrorism. Out of those surveyed 28% (7) showed that the Human Rights Act had a negative effect on Terrorism, this combined with qualitative data from the review above shows that the HRA 1998 could have a detrimental effect on the fight against terrorism. The clear fact that terrorist do not abide by this act, but the police have to shows a hurdle when combatting this threat. However, 56% (14) stated that they believe that this has a neutral effect on terrorism showing that the public may not know the effect the act has on fighting against those who wish to cause harm. 




4.1.8 The General Perception of Police
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This data shows that out of those surveyed 40% (10) felt as if the public had a neutral perception of police when fighting terrorism. Alongside 32% (8) stating that they felt the public have a positive perception of the police when it comes to fighting terrorism. This could be due to the media portraying police as heroes when an active terrorist attack is stopped (McKay, 2018). However, 20% (5) felt that the public had a negative opinion on the police and 4% (1) stated that they felt that the police had a very negative image when it came to fighting terrorism. This shows that although often being labelled as heroes those surveyed still believe that the public may still view the police negatively.




4.1.9 The effect social media has on Terrorism
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The reach of social media is known, these platforms such as Twitter and Instagram can be used to reach often billions word-wide with the touch of a button. This when compared with terrorism means that both the after effect of attacks and the propaganda spread by organisations when utilising social media is devasting. 80% (20) participants showed that they believed that social media had a major effect on Terrorism proving the above alongside 20% (5) agreeing that terrorism has an increased effect on Terrorism corroborates the fact that in the new age of technology organisations utilise the internet and social media to radicalise younger people (Mughal, 2016). Out of those surveyed not a single participant stated that they felt that social media had ‘no effect’ on terrorism showing how much of an effect it truly has. 


4.1.1.1 ideology Concerns 
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Out of those surveyed 72% (18) stated that they felt most concerned about Islamic Terrorism. This matches the current climate with what is seen online and, in the news, and shows the general current fear when it comes to terrorism. 20% (5) felt as if right Wing Extremism such as Fascism and Nazism were a threat which further proves M. Smith (2024) concerns that Right-Wing Extremism was a rising threat. In addition to this 4% (1) still felt as if the Irish Republican Army was still a threat although the rise of other terrorist organisations has increased since the height of the IRA in the 1970’s and 1980’s. This just goes to show the long lasting effect that terrorism has on the public. 




Chapter Five: Conclusion & Recommendations

5.1 Main Findings 
The main finding of this research was that the majority of the public who were surveyed did not feel confident to state they felt fully safe from terrorism alongside Islamic terrorism being the main concern of those surveyed at the moment. This highlighted that the public has a good knowledge of the proscribed organisations and their ideologies and categories. This concern of Islamic Terrorism could be due to a multitude of factors; however one main factor is the multitude of news articles and social media posts that get published when a terror attack occurs. This leads to a sense that an attack is pending and especially with the current news articles dictating Islamic terrorist attacks being the main focus over the last few years it is easy to see where the fear comes from. This further proves the fact that the news has a clear effect on public perception when it comes to combatting terrorism both locally and international and will have an effect on how the public feel about the police (Baron, 2003).

Furthermore, it was identified that the public feel that the police need more powers and assistance when it comes to fighting terrorism. This allowed the research to focus on the objective of critically analysing the police powers available when detecting and deterring terrorism. This solidifies the fact that terrorists are hard to find (Trager & Zagorcheva, 2005), but if the police had further powers this would assist them in the fight against terrorism. This is something the public agree with and shows clear need for improvement when it comes to policy reviews and legislation creation. It was also discovered that the public have a neutral and negative perception on the police, this was then confirmed and corroborated further confirming the fact that the majority of social media posts and the whole perception of the police is negative (Oglesby-Neal, Tiry & Kim, 2019).

It was further found that the Human Rights Act has had a profound effect on police when fighting terrorism whether that be in the detection or the apprehension during attacks. It was identified that the public have a majority neutral to negative opinion of the Human Rights Act and its effect on policing. This further identified once again that the public feel that the police are hindered by certain legislation even if it is there to protect members of the public. This was further confirmed when participants showed that they felt like more could be done by the police. Furthermore, there is data showing that the powers available such as stop and search powers relating to terrorism are not being utilised as much as they should by officers in current times. This can lead to a view of the police not doing enough especially when terrorists are slipping through the net and carrying out attacks. However, it can be argued that the fear of being labelled as a racist have such a large effect when combatting terrorists especially when articles label police as racist when dealing with potential threats (Kundnani, 2004).

5.2 Recommendations 
Knowledge and attitude are instilled into people from a young age, at a young age people are impressionable and easily influenced (Barone & Widerman, No Date). Therefore teaching adolescents about the dangers of social media and radicalisation alongside how to report potential threats is integral to ensuring the next generation of people are equipped with the knowledge on how to keep safe and assist police in the fight against such horrific tragedies. Furthermore, the increase in knowledge will lead to better equipped governments and business who will in turn ensure that the public are aware of threats before they happen and will allow the government to ensure policies and legislation are created to ensure the perception of the police is positive within terrorism. ,

5.3 Limitations 
The research within this study is still relatively new, the number of available studies was not as vast as other topics due to the nature of terrorism still not being fully understood. Alongside this the reach of the survey was relatively limited due to academic timeframes and the use of social media this although being a good way to reach people quickly can have it’s bounds due to demographically younger persons using social media more than people of advanced age. This can lead to underrepresented opinions from age-groups. However, due to the extreme confidentiality of the survey this was 
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	How many participants are expected?

	
125
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	Who will the participants be?
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	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
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(this box should expand as you type)

	4
	Risks to the investigator
For example: personal health & safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University:



(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Environmental risks
For example: accidental spillage of pollutants, damage to local ecosystems

	
	Risk to the environment:



(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to environment:



(this box should expand as you type)



	
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	7
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	8
	If YES, please give the certificate number. If the certificate number is not available please write “Pending”; in this case any ethical approval will be subject to providing the appropriate certificate number.
	



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	As the results will be posted social media, once all the data has been collected a post will be made thanking all those who participated and their time and to inform them that all the information ahs been collected and will form part oof my dissertation which is due to be submitted in October 2025

(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	The questionnaire will feature a tick box to allow the user to agree that their response can be used to form part of my dissertation (anonymously)

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	The questionnaire will remain anonymous and will not ask for the participants name however it will ask for their age, gender and race. 


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	1
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person. Any video or audio recordings of participants is considered to be personal data.
	☐
	x

	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	☐
	x

	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	6
	University computers?
	☒
	☐

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☒
	☐

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☐

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	All devices are password protected
All devices have up to date malware and virus protection
Data is stored on encrypted servers with limited password access 
All data is backed-up on encrypted hard-drives. 



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☒
	☐

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Data archiving?
	☒
	☐

	21
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and any international equivalents, where appropriate):

	
	The data will be stored in an encrypted cloud storage. 

All information is anonymous. Any information will not have any identifiable factors.

(this box should expand as you type)

	22
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	
Myself (Thomas Maslen) 
My supervisor ( 
The university once submitted.

(this box should expand as you type)

	23
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	
Myself (Thomas Maslen)

(this box should expand as you type)

	24
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	
The data will be stored on a secure encrypted software and drive until the document is submitted. 
The data will be uploaded via the universities Moodle Turnitin tile and kept under their terms and conditions. 
Data will be kept on a secure encrypted hard drive after submission. 
Data will be archived via UWTSD terms and conditions

(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	YES
	☒

	27
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒





SECTION K: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	Thomas Maslen
	Date: 22/02/2025




For STUDENT Submissions:
	2
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Stephanie Brown
	Date:

	3
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	4
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	5
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☐
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☐
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☐
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☐
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.



	RESEARCH STUDENTS ONLY
Once complete, submit this form via the MyTSD Doctoral College Portal at (https://mytsd.uwtsd.ac.uk).


	RESEARCH STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.


	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.



Appendix 13 – The Rights under the Human Rights Act 1998
SCHEDULE 1
The Articles
PART I
The Convention
Rights and Freedoms
Article 2
Right to life
1 Everyone’s right to life shall be protected by law. No one shall be deprived of his life intentionally save in the execution of a sentence of a court following his conviction of a crime for which this penalty is provided by law.

2 Deprivation of life shall not be regarded as inflicted in contravention of this Article when it results from the use of force which is no more than absolutely necessary:

(a) in defence of any person from unlawful violence;

(b) in order to effect a lawful arrest or to prevent the escape of a person lawfully detained;

(c) in action lawfully taken for the purpose of quelling a riot or insurrection.

Article 3
Prohibition of torture
No one shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

Article 4
Prohibition of slavery and forced labour
1 No one shall be held in slavery or servitude.

2 No one shall be required to perform forced or compulsory labour.

3 For the purpose of this Article the term “forced or compulsory labour” shall not include:

(a)any work required to be done in the ordinary course of detention imposed according to the provisions of Article 5 of this Convention or during conditional release from such detention;

(b) any service of a military character or, in case of conscientious objectors in countries where they are recognised, service exacted instead of compulsory military service;

(c) any service exacted in case of an emergency or calamity threatening the life or well-being of the community;

(d) any work or service which forms part of normal civic obligations.

Article 5
Right to liberty and security
1 Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be deprived of his liberty save in the following cases and in accordance with a procedure prescribed by law:

(a) the lawful detention of a person after conviction by a competent court;

(b) the lawful arrest or detention of a person for non-compliance with the lawful order of a court or in order to secure the fulfilment of any obligation prescribed by law;

(c) the lawful arrest or detention of a person effected for the purpose of bringing him before the competent legal authority on reasonable suspicion of having committed an offence or when it is reasonably considered necessary to prevent his committing an offence or fleeing after having done so;

(d) the detention of a minor by lawful order for the purpose of educational supervision or his lawful detention for the purpose of bringing him before the competent legal authority;

(e) the lawful detention of persons for the prevention of the spreading of infectious diseases, of persons of unsound mind, alcoholics or drug addicts or vagrants;

(f) the lawful arrest or detention of a person to prevent his effecting an unauthorised entry into the country or of a person against whom action is being taken with a view to deportation or extradition.

2 Everyone who is arrested shall be informed promptly, in a language which he understands, of the reasons for his arrest and of any charge against him.

3 Everyone arrested or detained in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 1(c) of this Article shall be brought promptly before a judge or other officer authorised by law to exercise judicial power and shall be entitled to trial within a reasonable time or to release pending trial. Release may be conditioned by guarantees to appear for trial.

4 Everyone who is deprived of his liberty by arrest or detention shall be entitled to take proceedings by which the lawfulness of his detention shall be decided speedily by a court and his release ordered if the detention is not lawful.

5 Everyone who has been the victim of arrest or detention in contravention of the provisions of this Article shall have an enforceable right to compensation.

Article 6
Right to a fair trial
1 In the determination of his civil rights and obligations or of any criminal charge against him, everyone is entitled to a fair and public hearing within a reasonable time by an independent and impartial tribunal established by law. Judgment shall be pronounced publicly but the press and public may be excluded from all or part of the trial in the interest of morals, public order or national security in a democratic society, where the interests of juveniles or the protection of the private life of the parties so require, or to the extent strictly necessary in the opinion of the court in special circumstances where publicity would prejudice the interests of justice.

2 Everyone charged with a criminal offence shall be presumed innocent until proved guilty according to law.

3 Everyone charged with a criminal offence has the following minimum rights:

(a) to be informed promptly, in a language which he understands and in detail, of the nature and cause of the accusation against him;

(b) to have adequate time and facilities for the preparation of his defence;

(c) to defend himself in person or through legal assistance of his own choosing or, if he has not sufficient means to pay for legal assistance, to be given it free when the interests of justice so require;

(d) to examine or have examined witnesses against him and to obtain the attendance and examination of witnesses on his behalf under the same conditions as witnesses against him;

(e) to have the free assistance of an interpreter if he cannot understand or speak the language used in court.

Article 7
No punishment without law
1 No one shall be held guilty of any criminal offence on account of any act or omission which did not constitute a criminal offence under national or international law at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time the criminal offence was committed.

2 This Article shall not prejudice the trial and punishment of any person for any act or omission which, at the time when it was committed, was criminal according to the general principles of law recognised by civilised nations.

Article 8
Right to respect for private and family life
1 Everyone has the right to respect for his private and family life, his home and his correspondence.

2 There shall be no interference by a public authority with the exercise of this right except such as is in accordance with the law and is necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national security, public safety or the economic well-being of the country, for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or morals, or for the protection of the rights and freedoms of others.

Article 9
Freedom of thought, conscience and religion
1 Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief, in worship, teaching, practice and observance.

2 Freedom to manifest one’s religion or beliefs shall be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of public safety, for the protection of public order, health or morals, or for the protection of the rights and freedoms of others.

Article 10
Freedom of expression
1 Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall include freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas without interference by public authority and regardless of frontiers. This Article shall not prevent States from requiring the licensing of broadcasting, television or cinema enterprises.

2 The exercise of these freedoms, since it carries with it duties and responsibilities, may be subject to such formalities, conditions, restrictions or penalties as are prescribed by law and are necessary in a democratic society, in the interests of national security, territorial integrity or public safety, for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or morals, for the protection of the reputation or rights of others, for preventing the disclosure of information received in confidence, or for maintaining the authority and impartiality of the judiciary.

Article 11
Freedom of assembly and association
1 Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and to freedom of association with others, including the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of his interests.

2 No restrictions shall be placed on the exercise of these rights other than such as are prescribed by law and are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national security or public safety, for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or morals or for the protection of the rights and freedoms of others. This Article shall not prevent the imposition of lawful restrictions on the exercise of these rights by members of the armed forces, of the police or of the administration of the State.

Article 12
Right to marry
Men and women of marriageable age have the right to marry and to found a family, according to the national laws governing the exercise of this right.

Article 14
Prohibition of discrimination
The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set forth in this Convention shall be secured without discrimination on any ground such as sex, race, colour, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, association with a national minority, property, birth or other status.

Article 16
Restrictions on political activity of aliens
Nothing in Articles 10, 11 and 14 shall be regarded as preventing the High Contracting Parties from imposing restrictions on the political activity of aliens.

Article 17
Prohibition of abuse of rights
Nothing in this Convention may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or person any right to engage in any activity or perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein or at their limitation to a greater extent than is provided for in the Convention.

Article 18
Limitation on use of restrictions on rights
The restrictions permitted under this Convention to the said rights and freedoms shall not be applied for any purpose other than those for which they have been prescribed.
2
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