John 6. 
The narrative of Jesus walking on the water can be found within the gospels of Mathew, Mark and John. John’s account of the event however is one that provides little detail compared to the others and is covered within five verses. The narrative by some then is seen to be a supplement to the surrounding texts.[footnoteRef:1] Despite the lack of presence, the account within John holds significant symbolism which will be explored within this exegesis.  [1:  R. Alan Culpepper, and Society for New Testament Studies. Johannine Writings Seminar. 1997. Critical Readings of John 6, First edition. (Leiden, The Netherlands: Brill) p. 149.] 

Sherri Brown states that the account of John is one that is told from the disciple’s perspective, this is a theme often shared amongst scholars with Charles Giblin agreeing.[footnoteRef:2] However if the purpose of the recorded event was to share the disciple’s perspective, the question must be asked why would significant events involving the disciples found in Matthew and Mark not be included. Two possibilities would be that the narrative John wished to convey was done so with the short account provided, the other is that the narrative was conveyed through a larger part of the gospel of John. None the less there is much to understand on this short passage.  [2:  Sherri Brown, 2015. ‘Water Imagery and the Power and Presence of God in the Gospel of John’, Theology Today (Ephrata, Pa.) (London, England), 72.3, pp. 289–98, p. 296. ] 

Verse 16:
The opening verse is significant in that it sets the scene, ‘his disciples went down to the sea’ (John 6:16). The significance regarding the opening is the disciples are now separated from Jesus, and they have gone to the sea. The sea could be both literal and symbolic. Pieter Craffet explains that natural elements such as wind and the sea were considered person like entities, they were believed to have spirits behind them. The Greco romans identified the living water with Poseidon and Neptune.[footnoteRef:3] Symbolically it could then be said the disciples were heading to the sea of other deity’s, deities that could engulf them and swallow them to their deep.[footnoteRef:4]  [3: F. Pieter Craffert, and J. J. Pieter, Botha. 2005. ‘WHY JESUS COULD WALK ON THE SEA BUT HE COULD NOT READ AND WRITE: Reflections on Historicity and Interpretation in Historical Jesus Research’, Neotestamentica (Pretoria), 39.1, pp. 5–38. P.10.]  [4:  F. Pieter Craffert, and J. J. Pieter, Botha. 2005. ‘WHY JESUS COULD WALK ON THE SEA BUT HE COULD NOT READ AND WRITE: Reflections on Historicity and Interpretation in Historical Jesus Research’, P.10.] 

Verse 17 - 18
Giblin asserts that the importance of Jesus having not yet come within verse 17 is to show that the troublesome impact that the disciples are about to endure is as consequence to Jesus having not come.[footnoteRef:5] This further supports the idea of the sea resembling other deities. Verse 18 can be understood to mean both physical and literal winds, attributing the wind to a spirit and the deity causing the disciple’s trouble.  [5:  Charles Homer Giblin, 1983. ‘The Miraculous Crossing of the Sea: (John 6. 16–21)’, New Testament Studies (Cambridge, UK), 29.1, pp. 96–103, p.97. ] 

Verse 19:
Jesus walking on the sea is literal in the sense of the miracle, symbolic in that the reader now understands Jesus’ place within the divine hierarchy.[footnoteRef:6] This is further supported in the Old Testament where God is the one who stretches out the heavens and treads on the waves of the sea(Job 9:8).  [6:  F. Pieter Craffert, and J. J. Pieter, Botha. 2005. ‘WHY JESUS COULD WALK ON THE SEA BUT HE COULD NOT READ AND WRITE: Reflections on Historicity and Interpretation in Historical Jesus Research’, P.10.] 

The encounter with Jesus found differs compared to those in Mathew and Mark. In John the disciples see Jesus walking on the sea, however in Mathew and Mark they initially claim to believe the figure to be a ghost (Mat 14:26, Mark 6:49). The response however is the same throughout the disciples are described as being terrified. The meaning behind the disciples being terrified could therefore be of great significance. Whereas in the accounts of Matthew and Mark there may be a literal reason for the disciples being terrified in seeing what they believed to be a ghost. Johns account names Jesus and it could be that the reason for their fear is to further acknowledge Jesus’ divinity when considering passages such as ‘the fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom; all those who practise it have a good understanding. His praise endures forever’ (Psm 111:10). Further fear of the Lord texts found in Proverbs ‘the fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, that one may turn away from the snares of death’ (Prv 14:27). These are just two of many verses sighting the reverence of fearing God. 
Verse 20:
Within verse 20 Jesus formally announces his arrival. Most translations use ‘it is I’, with the NRSV sighting a footnote that some utilise ‘I Am’ one of these translations is Youngs literal translation. This is of great significance, if having the power to walk over the seas is meant to hold symbolical meaning then this is injunction of ‘I Am’ is Jesus further announcing that he is God just as when God introduces himself to Moses at the burning bush ‘I AM Who I AM’ (Ex3:14). 
Verse 21:
With Jesus entering the boat and the boat immediately arriving at their destination this is a quick resolution, an end to the troubled time the disciples had faced upon the seas. 
To conclude miracles alone during the time of the disciples was not considered a sign of divinity.[footnoteRef:7] It could be considered therefore that to assert Jesus’ divinity, John’s gospel focuses on symbolism and the comparison of Old Testament prophets such as Moses, a comparison which can be found elsewhere within the New Testament such as those found in Hebrews 3. Whereas Moses was permitted to part the water and walk on the dry land underneath, Jesus walks over the water as if it were dry land.[footnoteRef:8] Moses was introduced to I AM at the burning bush, the disciples in this narrative meet I AM on the water. The miracle itself then is not inserted to be another example of miracles Jesus performed, but in John’s account holds significance as to who Jesus is in his divine nature. One that readers of the time or writing would understand the potential other meanings behind the sea, and understanding of the wisdom that can be obtained through fearing God.  [7: M  RYAN, 2025. Nature Miracles in the Gospels: Three Pathways for Understanding. The Australasian Catholic Record, 102(1), pp. 87.]  [8:  Sherri Brown,. 2015. ‘Water Imagery and the Power and Presence of God in the Gospel of John’, Theology Today (Ephrata, Pa.) (London, England), 72.3, p. 297.] 

During the writing of this exegesis I have not used AI, all references are recorded within the footnotes and bibliography. 
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