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A European directive issued in 1991 has caused the UK to adopt the same categorisation system for vehicles as the rest of Europe (most other countries changed following an international agreement in Geneva in 1948). The effect of the EU directive has seen a change of group letters, some adjustments to the actual classes of vehicles, new classes and a radical change in the way in which the driving tests work. Unfortunately the effect of the changes has been to leave the UK with several different styles of licence, different categories, different category restrictions and finally a new set of information codes all of which can lead to confusion. Most people upon passing there test automatically got Groups A (any vehicle) D (Any motorbike) E (moped).

An example of this type is contained on the attached – Picture A

European Licence prior to 1991: The first attempt at a European style licence was the all pink licence.  The groups were the same as for the older green licences.  The whole licence was the licence and there was no counterpart.  Again there are still large numbers in circulation.  On these Pink licences it actually stated the Date of Birth rather than trying to work it out.  This gives the same information as on the Green Licence, Driving licence groups, Minimum ages and definitions of Mopeds etc.

An example of this type of licence is contained on the attached - Picture B.

Licence after 1991:  Space was provided on the new style licences for a series of category restrictions.  These placed restrictions on the use of a particular category.  For example, no longer were automatic vehicles a separate category as on old licences.  As from 1991 a person who took their test in an automatic vehicle received a full category B licence with a category restriction 6 limiting them to automatic vehicles only.

An example of this type of licence is contained on the attached – Picture C.

Licence from 1997: The Road Traffic (New Drivers) Act 1995:
This Act will affect drivers who passed their GB driving test after 1 June 1997 when it came into force. If the number of valid penalty points shown on the driving licence total 6 or more during the two year probationary period immediately following the first driving test, the full driving licence will be revoked by DVLA until such time as the person passes a further driving test.

Such drivers should apply for a provisional driving licence if they wish to continue driving and are subject to "learner" conditions until they pass both theory and practical parts of the driving test.

Valid penalty points incurred prior to passing the first test are taken into account if the driver commits a penalty point offence during the probationary period. Points incurred after the probationary period has expired will also count if the offence was committed during the probationary period.

Full entitlement to all categories of vehicle previously held will only be reinstated upon passing a test in any one of the driver's previously held entitlements. A successful test for entitlement to a category of vehicle not previously held will result in a full licence for that category only. 

There is no right of appeal against revocation under the provisions of the Act. A driver may only appeal against the conviction, which led to the revocation.

An example of this type of licence is contained on the attached – Picture D.

Photo card driving licences: Changes – As a result of another  European directive between June 1996 and Jan 1997 yet another version of the driving licence was introduced, the final changes took place in the Autumn of 1998 and the Driving Licence came in the form of a credit card style, which included a photograph of the licence holder.  In addition a paper counterpart was also issued which carried details of any convictions/penalty points attached to the holder of the licence.

(Note: - As of 8th June 2015, the paper counterpart was abolished and no longer issued.  All information in relation to driver convictions is held by DVLA. New photo card driving licences issued after this date have an electronic data chip which holds the relevant information.  Photo card driving licences will need to be renewed every 10 years).

Holders of old style licences were not compelled to change to the new licence.  Further changes included:

· Introduction of Theory Tests – these were introduced in June 1996 and for an interim period drivers could take this test before or after taking the actual driving test, that ended in 97 and new drivers must take the theory test prior to the driving test.

· Entitlements Affected – the system changed yet again so that new drivers passing a test in an ordinary car would be restricted to group B.
· Entitlement to tow a large trailer is only given to new drivers after successfully passing another driving test for the category B + E.  It must be stressed that existing drivers are unaffected by this change vehicles, it only effects new drivers.

· If entitlement to drive medium sized goods vehicles or passenger vehicles with a capacity of larger than 8 passengers is required then new drivers will need to take a number of separate tests. (Since 1998)

· Change of Entitlements for existing drivers:   As from Jan 97 the requirements for all licence holders changed the way in which vocational entitlements greater than C1 or D1 are obtained. 
 
· C1 motor veh between 3.5 and 7.5 tonnes including such a veh drawing a trailer not exceeding 750 kg

· D1 motor vehicle with between 8 and 16 seats

A new system of staged testing has been introduced.  For example, if entitlement to drive an articulated combination is required, (category C + E), then the driver must first pass a test in a vehicle of category C before moving onto C + E.

Pictures E and F on the attached shows an example of the photo card driving licence and photo card provisional driving licence.

Motorcycles Compulsory Basic Training (CBT).

A new system of testing motorcyclists was also introduced.  Depending on their age and the size of the machine on which the test was taken, they may be limited to the size of machine they can ride as a full licence holder.

How were motorcyclists affected? 
From Jan 1997 the legislation regarding learner motorcycles changed considerably to incorporate a new category A1, (light motorcycle), to prevent young learner motorcyclists access to large machines; and also to allow more mature riders direct access to large machines by taking a special test. 

Existing licence holders use to be able to buy a 50CC and with L plates ride the bike, now they will need to take the CBT first, then only ride a bike up to 125 CC. If the learner driver is under 21 then they may only learn on a learner motor bike (125 CC or not exceed 11 kilowatts of power).
If learner is over 21 they may learn on a larger bike (400cc – 600cc), must have L plates and no passengers, supervised at all times by a certified direct access motorcycle instructor, who can only supervise 2 learners at a time and must be in radio contact, both rider and instructor must wear luminous clothing.

Previously a provisional motorcycle licence was valid for a period of 2 years.  On expiry the holder of the licence was precluded from driving motorcycles for 1 year whereupon they could reapply for provisional entitlement for a further period of 2 years.  

From 01.2.01 provisional licences are once again valid for life.  CBT certificates are further restricted to maintain control, in 1997 they were valid for 3 years (from 2001 valid for 2 years).  A full car licence holder or a person who held a provisional licence before 1982 has a lifetime provisional entitlement (age of 70) for motorcycles.

All provisional motor bicycle and moped licence holders must complete a course of training, known as Compulsory Basic Training CBT, before they drive on the roads.  This is yet another major change from previous legislation where only new provisional licences holders were required to take a CBT.

Roads Policing – Police Powers under Section 164 Road Traffic Act 1988:

Section 164 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 provides constables with a power to require the production of a driving licence and in certain cases a date of birth.

164(1) Any of the following persons –

(a) a person driving a motor vehicle on a road,
(b) a person whom a police constable (see note below) or vehicle examiner has reasonable cause to believe to have been the driver of a motor vehicle at a time when an accident occurred owing to its presence on a road,
(c) a person whom a constable or vehicle examiner has reasonable cause to believe to have committed an offence in relation to the use of a motor vehicle on a road, or
(d) a person -
(i) who supervises the holder of a provisional licence while the holder is driving a motor vehicle on a road, or
(ii) whom a constable or vehicle examiner has reasonable cause to believe was supervising the holder of a provisional licence while driving, at a time when an accident occurred owing to the presence of the vehicle on a road or at a time when an offence is suspected of having been committed by the holder of the provisional licence in relation to the use of the vehicle on a road,
Must, on being so required by a constable or vehicle examiner, produce his licence for examination, so as to enable the constable or vehicle examiner to ascertain the name and address of the holder of the licence, the date of issue, and the authority by which it was issued.
164(2) A person required by a constable under subsection (1) to produce his licence must in prescribed circumstances, on being so required by the constable, state his date of birth. (See note (i) below)
164(3) If -
(a) a person is required to deliver his licence to the Secretary of State under section 63 of the Crime (International Co-operation) Act 2003 or the Secretary of State has -
(i) revoked a licence under section 92, section 93or section 99of this Act, or
(ii) revoked or suspended a large goods vehicle driver's licence or a passenger-carrying vehicle driver's licence under section 115 of this Act, or
(iii) served notice requiring the delivery of a licence to him in pursuance of section 99C or section 115Aof this Act, and
(b) the holder of the licence fails to deliver it to the Secretary of State or a traffic commissioner, as the case may be, in pursuance of section 93, 99, 99C, 115A or section 118,
a constable or vehicle examiner may require him to produce the licence, and upon its being produced may seize it and deliver it to the Secretary of State.
164(4) Where a constable has reasonable cause to believe that the holder of a licence, or any other person, has knowingly made a false statement for the purpose of obtaining the grant of the licence, the constable may require the holder of the licence to produce it to him.
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