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This report is an in depth analysis of youth offending within the city of London, it is designed to highlight the key areas surrounding youth offending, such as the number of youths which are committing crime, what factors have led to the rise or fall of youth offending, what the metropolitan police are doing about the issue and what could be done by by the government to tackle youth offending.
[bookmark: _Toc513144666]Objectives

There are several objectives within this report, they are as follows:
· Have Youth offending rates within London increases or decreased in recent years
· What are the reasons for the change in crime rate
How can the government as well as the metropolitan police and government tackle this issue
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[bookmark: _Toc513144509]This report is an examination of Youth offending rates within the City of London within the last decade, because of this there will be no discussion of other parts of the United Kingdom, nor will it be addressing other areas of crime that are within Central London. It will be identifying the causes for youth offending, whether that be gang culture, job opportunities or other things such as poverty levels within targeted areas within London where youth offending is at its highest. The last issue to be tackled within this report is what is the police Force doing about this issue, how they plan to reduce it and are those plans not only thorough but also are they viable.
[bookmark: _Toc513144668][bookmark: _GoBack]Main body

To be able to discuss what causes youth offending there must be an understanding of what a 'young offender is' and what makes them be identified as young, what legal framework surrounds young offenders, what happens when they are sentenced and what punishments are there for young offenders. The BBC 2017 states that a young offender is someone who is "Aged 10-17 and have committed an offence". Put simply, it is someone who is under the age of 18 but legally liable for their actions because at the age of 10 they are seen as old enough to understand what they are doing and to be aware if what they are doing/have done is legal or not. A young offender who someone who has been arrested by the police, is charged with a crime and has to go to court or if they are convicted of a crime and are sentenced, Home Office 2018.
Once a young person is put into one of these categories they will be contacted by the 'youth offending team.', this team coincide with the police and the criminal justice system however are a separate entity enabling them to assist both parties without bias. They work with young people to try to help them in staying away from crime, they do this by running crime prevention programmes which focus on working to keep youths out of crime but also work with young people if they are "at risk of committing a crime" Home Office 2018, and if they are involved in anti-social behavior.
Youth offending rates
According to the Youth Justice Board and the ministry of Justice, 2018 in the Youth justice statistics 2016/17, the number of what they describe as 'first time entrants' (FTEs) to the youth justice system has fallen by 85 % in the last 10 years, and 11% in the last year. FTEs are defined by the National Audit Office 2010, as classified as offenders who are aged 10-17 who have received their first warning, caution or conviction based on data within the police national computer.  in December 2007 according to the Mayors office for policing and crime (MOPAC) 2018, the number of FTEs was 12,317, compared to December of 2016 where the number stood at 2,430. This is a significant decrease which shows that something is changing within London.  This is a drastic reduction in the number of young persons who are starting to offend. It must be stated however that the reoffending rates for youth offenders as of March 2015 was 47.5%. This number has not lowered more than three percent since 2011, so less youths are starting to commit crimes but those who have committed them are far more likely to continue doing so.
MOPAC also shows that of those youths who do reoffend, the average number of re-offences per offender is 1.54, this means that out of just the FTEs within London each year assuming the number has not risen since 2016 there are 1,777 offences being committed by new young offenders. However Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) 2015, stated that "Improvements have been achieved by identifying children and young people at risk of offending or being involved in anti-social behaviour through a multi-agency Youth Inclusion"
More and more young offenders have been arrested in accordance with the number of young people committed offences "involving possession of a knife or offensive weapon" YJB 2018. Has lowered in adults but has raised in children and young people by 11% since March 2012. More and more young people are using offensive weapons. Comparatively the youth justice statistics (YJB 2015) report from 2013/14 states that "Young people accounted for 16 per cent (2,480 offenders) of the total number of offenders convicted or cautioned for a possession of a knife or offensive weapon offence in 2013/14." 
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Gangs and gang-culture
The BBC 2011, describes gangs as a "group of teenagers involved in petty crime, or graduating to selling drugs, stealing phones and even stabbing other young people" However Bedfordshire police 2018, have a much more specific definition of a gang but also criminal networks, which they say differs from a gang. They state that gangs are groups of people who see themselves as a noticeable group who engage in a wide range of criminal activity and violence. They do however state a distinct difference between a gang and a criminal network, and those difference are that a criminal network is persistent in its involvement with crime, they describe several ways which classify groups as a criminal network, this can be things such as, breaking the law to make money, if this law breaking causes severe harm to the community, violent means in order to get money or running illegal businesses such as drug trafficking. 
Statistics from the office of national statistics 2,917 children between 10 and 15 were either part of a gang or know someone who is involved with a gang. A more detailed look at gangs comes from a report by the Mayor of London 2014, has an in depth look into the numbers of gangs within London, it states that in February of 2012 there were an estimate 250 active criminal gangs within London, those gangs were comprised of roughly 4,800 people, of those "There are currently 183 gangs linked to more than one offence in the last 12 months", and 58 of those are considered what they call 'particularly active' which means they account for two thirds of offences where a gang has been identified as being responsible. Out of all boroughs within London only three have no current recordings on any one individual according a report by the Mayor of London 2014. In the same report it states that gang members on average are 15 years old when they are convicted of their first offence, approximately 83% are convicted before they are 18. JSNA 2015 also describes how there is an overall feeling that gangs are a problem which persist throughout London, not just the inner-city sections but the outer areas as well. 
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Poverty is something that every part of the UK suffers with, and in recent years with the numerous cut backs in public spending more people are falling into poverty, an article by Bulman 2017 found that a total of 14 million people are living in poverty in the UK, this is more than one in five of the entire population, The Joseph rowntree foundation 2017, states that out of this 14 million, it consists of eight million working aged adults, four million children and 1.9 million pensioners. Stating that "analysis highlights that the three factors which have led to a fall in poverty and are now under question; state support for many of those on low incomes is falling in real terms, rents are increasing, and rising employment is no longer reducing poverty."
Trust for London in their poverty profile for London 2017 highlights the true reality of London's level of poverty, it describes that 27% of all people from London are living in poverty,  the total population of London is 8.7 million, that means that within London, approximately 2,349,000 people are living below the poverty line. Wealth inequality has always been an issue within London, an indictor to demonstrate the inequality is that the poorer 50% of the London population only own 5% of the total Wealth within the city.
There is no hard evidence that being in poverty causes crime to occur, however there is a strong correlation that poverty and crime are linked. Transform Justice 2018 state that "poverty is a strong driver of violent offending amongst young people" they make and excellent point about how instead of treating the root cause of violence and crime within young people, they "appear to punish the poor and reproduce the very conditions that entrench people in poverty and make violence more likely”. This is a demonstration that perhaps the current systems that are in place are certainly not fit for purpose, with the key goal not on meeting the needs young people have by rehabilitating them and showing them that violence isn't the way to conduct themselves, rather, focused on charging young offenders and branding them as criminals.
[bookmark: _Toc513144671]What is the police and government doing to prevent youth offending

Tackling all aspects of crime is the main goal of the Police and a high priority for national and local government, however preventing young people committing offences in the first place is a vital part from reducing crime. The main way that governments try to minimise the amount of youth crime is to intervene with a young person while they are 'at risk' of being influenced into committing an offence. They do this by having youth offending teams assist them and try to put them through crime prevention programme. The home office, 2014, in a description of a YOT state that police officers must work with neighborhood police/safer teams to not only identify but also manage young people who at risk of entering the youth justice system, they describe that this is crucial in order to provide the best possible service for young people.
The government are trying to reduce youth offending in numerous different ways, a policy paper from the ministry of justice describes how even though there are less and less young people committing crime, there are far more coming into the criminal justice system, it talks about how 73% of young people who are released from custody re-offend within a year. Not only do the government want to reduce the amount of young people offending, but the more they reduce that number, this saves up resources and money to be spend elsewhere, they intend to focus more on educating those within the system. The plan to reduce youth crime by the doing the following things: 
· Set up 'secure colleges', these would "treat a young person’s time in custody as education with detention" Ministry of justice 2015, rather than having detention, with education being only an afterthought 
· Ensure that the sentences that youths are given are to be simplified and make them more effective at rehabilitating young persons.
· Increasing the use of what they call 'restorative justice', which shows the offender the true impact of their crimes.
· Reducing the amount of youths who are remanded in custody, slowly changing the system to make local councils take responsibility of keeping youths in remand, therefore taking costs off of national government
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Youth offending rates
From the research above, it is clear to see that Youth offending rates have actually lowered, First time entrants to the just system has lowered by almost 10,00 young persons, even getting the amount of young people entering crime down to this level demonstrates that clearly the government have helped thousands of young persons to steer away from a life of crime due to the numerous preventative strategies as well as the early intervention schemes, implemented and run by well organised multi-level agencies such as the department for education and skills, aiming to educate those who are at risk of entering the life of crime at an early age. MOPACs statistics indicate that those who offend are highly likely to keep offending, the government cannot only concern itself with new young offenders, it needs to aid all young offenders, with that said overall youth offending is decreasing gradually. It could be the case however that with fewer and fewer FTEs there will be less and less young offenders because they will grow to be adults and therefore tried in courts as adults and not appear on these statistics.
Reasons for offending
Gangs
Gangs are groups of young persons who are involved in low level petty crime, however the BBC has described these 'low level' crimes as selling drugs, stealing phones and stabbing others. Selling drugs for money however Bedfordshire police have classified not as gangs but as criminal networks which involve themselves in far more severe crime. The statistics from the Major of London's office shows that more and more young people are either part of a gang or know someone who is, this indicates that more and more young people are getting involved in high level crime as well as low level petty crime, even with government schemes to tackle gangs and their violence these numbers clearly indicate that more needs to be done to not only stop gang violence but to stop young people entering them at a young age, the Office of national statistics number shows that gang members are on average 15 when they commit their first offence and just over 80 percent gain a conviction before they are 18, this is only another indicator that not enough is being done within London to tackle the huge Gang problem that plagues the city, to illustrate the problems that gangs cause to London is that in a report from MOPAC in 2012 alone there were an estimated 250 gangs within the city, with all of these statistics taken into account and the rising level of crime the number of gangs can only have increased in recent years causing more and more problems yet again for the city.
Poverty
The city of London is in dire straits when it comes to dealing with poverty, 14 million people within the UK in poverty according to Bulman 2017, of these there are four million children, The city of London's population in 2016 was 8.7 million,  Trust for London 2017 discovered that 17% percent of the population within London that are within poverty, that amounts to roughly 
2,349,000 people. The number of people living within poverty does not mean there being in poverty means that they will turn to crime, however Transform justice 2018 shows that there is a correlation between being in poverty and crime, stating that poverty is a stronger driver of violent offending amongst young people, this demonstrates that the government can tackle two issues at once, if they do more to reduce poverty levels then if this research is correct then the amount of young offenders should decrease too.
The government is succeeding in its goal to decrease the number of young offenders, they have reduced the number of FTEs to the system by almost 10,000, they have accomplished this by implementing early prevention programmes, and schemes to stop young people starting to be committing crimes rather than waiting for them commit crimes and then deal with the issue. In this regard they have clearly succeeded. If the governments plans are implemented properly to increase the use of restorative justice and to change the way the police and local authorities view youth offending, then numbers are certainly going to reduce. The ministry of justice 2015 intends on setting up colleges in which young offenders are detained however there is a much heavier focus on education, education is highly important to a young persons future prospects especially as they would have been convicted of an offence if they are in one of these colleges, enabling them to get a better education would give them the opportunity to try and escape poverty and get a far better job.
[bookmark: _Toc513144673]Conclusion

On the whole youth offending rates have decreased within recent years, not only have FTEs been steadily lowering in recent years but thanks to the governments well implemented early intervention and prevention schemes less and less young people are entering a life of crime. The government will never be able to totally eliminate youth crime, and for those who do commit crimes they are highly like re-offend and commit on average 1.5 more crimes, The number of violent crimes involving knives or an offensive weapon however have gone 11% even with the drop in youth offences, this could be due to the ever increasing presence of gangs and violent gang culture within inner city London. An example of violence within gang culture is that 58 of the 250 active gangs within London were considered 'particularly active', this means that those gangs were responsible for two thirds of offences where a gang has been identified as being the cause. The levels of gang crime are no surprise when compared with the numbers of those living in poverty within the city, over 2 million people within London are living in poverty, it is no surprise as well how Transform Justice 2018 has discovered that there is a direct correlation between violence and poverty. Put simply, even though youth offending numbers have indeed fallen, there is a long way to go in order for these numbers to be at an appropriate and manageable level.
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