Blog 2, The Wife of Bath   20-09-2018
Though the lack of women in The Canterbury Tales is plain, what I hadn’t considered (until challenged to think about it today) was why. I think before we were asked I just accepted it; women are barely represented today, so it’s hardly just an archaic problem - in a work that is centuries old I’d expected it really.  Jeni asking that question shifted my internal expectation of what that answer would be, revealing another view; there were only two women because the pilgrims are defined by role or profession, and the range of possibility for women was narrowed to the church and a ‘professional wife’. I presume woman from the lower classes (is class the right term for the era?) would struggle to afford time and money for a pilgrimage, it also seems unlikely that if only one of a married couple could afford to travel that it would be the woman, does anybody know? Anyway, it showed me how my assumptions limited my possible views of something, in this case, I would have missed how astute and sophisticated Chaucer was being, not only in expressing wife as a profession, but showing the stark lack of alternatives just by presenting us with this ratio in his set of characters. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]What’s interesting is this minority of two intensifies the performance of the Wife. I haven’t read The Prioress’ Tale yet to know if it is similarly striking, but I would hazard a guess that, for people who haven’t read The Canterbury Tales, The Wife is the only character with a chance of being known. Is she the most studied and discussed pilgrim I wonder? I suppose she has a big part to play if she is the sole representative of ‘that woman question’. Additionally, I love that she is not just a master at being a wife, but one of industry too, accumulating not just wealth but also prowess in, and prestige for, her business acumen. However, it is an interesting point that she doesn’t term herself a merchant; a wife is who she is and what she does - to her the rest seems merely the consolidation of the wealth and the assets accrued by her true profession, one she was apprenticed to, after all, at just 12 years old.
