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In this essay we will discuss how touring theatre has an impact on social, political and cultural issues. Theatre has always been used as a tool for expressing the impact of societies behaviour on the world. When looking at all theatre including touring it has been used massively for propaganda and other political movements, be that with or against the government.
The touring piece that we have created is directed at primary school children having them look at collective responsibility and kindness. I am going to discuss how the touring piece we have created and the research we have done addresses social, political and cultural issues as well as collective responsibility and kindness.  

First, I would like to discuss accessible theatre within touring theatre. When looking at this production there was a strong want for the piece to be accessible to as many students as possible, even those with disabilities such as deaf, lack of speech, lack of movement and so on. During the devising of our piece we started creating characters that had no speech but relied on facial expressions. We also started thinking of using bubbles and movement with a parachute. We took inspiration from ‘Slava’s Snow Show’. This show gave great inspiration for sound, lighting and even the acting, giving a platform for us to start accessible theatre, and give all children the opportunity to enjoy the arts and will hopefully improve the understanding of each other and social skills.

The second subject of discussion is chain of events. During the research period of our piece we looked at how one decision can create a domino effect. We quickly realised this was something very important to show to children. [1] ‘There is a parallelism between an individual’s logical stage and his or her moral stage.`  By teaching we want our audience to think of how their actions can affect individuals around them whether that is being unkind to strangers, people that you don’t understand or even the people you love, it can have a huge effect on them and you. Within the piece our main character is unkind to her parents which then sends her imaginary world into chaos and forcing her to go on a journey to find kindness. We often show unkindness to people who are different to us be that religion, looks and so on, showing that we need to have more understanding of people that are culturally different within our community.

Finally, I would like to discuss what kind of world do we want to live in? This was something incorporated into our play. When looking into theatre and the arts within schools it is thought as a pipe dream to many children and isn’t a logical career choice. [2] ‘Studying the arts can improve a young person’s cognitive abilities by up to 17% and contribute to raising young people’s attainment in Maths and English – particularly for children from low-income backgrounds. (CLA 2017) `    When looking at this, children are more likely to learn more social and cognitive skills through the arts. We have shown this in our piece by our main character learning through her imagination.

In conclusion touring theatre is a good springboard for teaching and educating children, even adults in social, political and cultural issues by giving them a show that they can enjoy but also send them away to think. Theatre should always entertain but also ask questions about humanity as a collective, and what our responsibilities are.  
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