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Blog 1
Demonstrate your understanding of a theory of learning from the following list: Bruner, Skinner, Piaget, Vygotsky, Froebel
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Blog 1: Reference list
Jean Piaget’s theory of cognitive development https://www.earlyyears.tv/piagets-theory-of-cognitive-development/ (accessed:04.01.25)

Piaget’s theory (psychology AQA) at: https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/piaget-s-theory-gcse-psychology-aqa-12880717 (accessed:04.01.25) 

Piaget’s theory of cognitive development at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2spOA-H6JEY (accessed:04.01.25)

Simply psychology (2024) Piaget’s theory and stages of cognitive development- website (accessed:04.01.25)












Blog 2
Demonstrate your understanding of a theory of learning from the following list:
 Bruner, Skinner, Piaget, Vygotsky, Froebel. The theory must be different to Blog 1.
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Blog 2: Reference 

Center for Children and youth https://ccy.jfcs.org/scaffolding-your-childs-whole-development/ (accessed:04.01.25)

Explore psychology (2024) Vygotsky’s social development theoryhttps://www.explorepsychology.com/vygotsky-social-development-theory/ (accessed:04.01.25)
Mozart of psychology: how lev Vygotsky helped shape modern thinking (2020) https://www.rbth.com/education/332871-vygotsky-soviet-psychology (accessed: 04.01.25)

Vygotsky’s zone of proximal development and scaffolding https://www.skillshub.com/blog/vgotskys-zone-proximal-development-scaffolding/  (accessed:04.01.25)









Blog 3
Identify, discuss, and evaluate the theoretical approaches to learning linked to your theories from Blogs 1 and 2.
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Blog 3: Reference
Early years tv comparison with lev Vygotsky -theory https://www.earlyyears.tv/piagets -of-cognitive-development/ (accessed: 05.01.25) 

Simply Psychology (2024) https://www.simplypsychology.org/piaget.html (accessed:05.01.25) 

Simply Psychology (2024) Vygotsky vs. Piaget: A paradigm shift https://www.simplypsychology.org/piaget-vs-vygotsky.html (accessed:05.01.25)

Vygotsky, language, intelligence and AI (2023) https://donaldclarkplanb.blogspot.com/2023/06/vygotsky-language-intelligence-and-ai.html (accessed: 05.01.25)










Blog 4
Draw on experiences from your own setting to identify resources and strategies used to support effective teaching and learning, linking back to your chosen theories in Blogs 1 & 2
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Blog 4  
Reference list

Hope is all you need https://blog.hope-education.co.uk/home-corner-makeover-with-early-years-outdoor/ (accessed:05.01.25) 

How circle time supports positive playtimes and mental health and wellbeing https://theresehoyle.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Therese-15-1-1-scaled.jpg (accessed:05.01.25)

Simply Psychology (2024) Piaget’s Theory and stages of cognitive development https://www.simplypsychology.org/piaget.html (accessed:05.01.25)
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Looking at the comparisons with Vygotsky and Piaget

While there is some similarities between Piaget and Vygot:

recognised the importance of active learning and the role

language as a crucial tool for our children learning .

Vygotsky would be much more interested in how our
children's interaction with others and their cultural tools such
as language shape their cognitive growth.

Social context
Strong emphasis
Constructivism
Social constructivist
__Stages
No general stages of development
proposed
Processes
2ZPD, scaffolding language dialogue
tools of the culture
Role of language
Language plays a major role in
shaping thought.
Teaching implications
Children learn wiith the teacher and
‘more skilled peers.

ky's ideas, there are also notable differences. Both theorists
f social interaction in cognitive development. They also viewed

Piaget would observe our children’s
individual problem-solving strategies.

PIAGET'S THEORY OF
COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT

Little emphasis

Cognitive constructivist

Strong emphasis on stages of development
Equilibration, schema and adaptation
Language provides labels for children's experiences

Support children to explore their own world and discover knowledge

‘Some of the differences were that Vygotsky placed a much greater emphiasis on the role of s

‘and the cultural factors in the shaping of the development

‘while Piaget focused a lot more on the individual cognitive process. Vygotsky also introduced the zones of proximal development saying that all our children
should achieve higher levels of learmning with the correct guidance and the support needed of the more skilled adults and peers.
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In the school setting

As Piaget states children work and discover on their own experiences and knowledge. Children in my
setting explore and build an understanding on what they have experienced such as the home
corner/kitchen with a mental picture of their home setting. Can you think of an early experience when
you were at school where you acted on your own experiences? Seeing a parent wash the dishes, make a
cake. They use this knowledge to interact with other peers in the Classroom to sensory explore. Our
children need to see something happen to understand it. 3

Vygotsky's said that our children learn through social interaction in the
school setting, on the playground, with friends, siblings, families and of
course us. Children are seen as part of a group not a lone learner. Social
constructivism allows for the learning that we recognise to take place and
how our Children should act in my classroom one of my roles is to motivate
the children and stimulate the dialogue which is known as scaffolding
through think pair share, circle time where we ask questions, share news,
also ask for your ideas and what you think. Circle time in my setting is an
important part of the daily timetable where we share news, how we are
feeling discussing emotions this encourage my children to have pupil voice
which also would encourage positive relationships, behaviours within my
class and build on self-esteem.
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Piaget's Path To Thinking

Jean Piaget's had a theory in cognitive development and is also a foundational theory in child
psychology and education. He describes how children’s cognitive abilities develop from the child
infancy to they're adolescence and then describes and shares how children learn and make
sense of the world around them.

His theories have influenced educational practices particularly in areas of our curriculum design and even
our teaching methods within our classroom even many of our approaches are based on the ideas of
Piaget's. In our classroom us teachers adopt a constructivist approach where we encourage our Children
materials to construct their own understanding also us using open ended questions will get our children
thinking and this will also give our children an opportunity to discuss they're idea. Piaget's work also
influenced the development of the age-appropriate curricula. He said that if we plan activities that align with
Children’s current stage of development in our childcare setting this will provide challenges that promote
growth without causing frustration. We adapt the child develop at the rate which will accommodate to our
individual child's needs and styles in our classroom setting.

Piaget's had used 4 stages of cognitive development

Sensorimotor stage which is up to the age of 2 where babies learn that objects out of sight still exist, also babies imitate
others after the event.

Preoperational stage which is up to the age of 7 young children lean to use language to represent their thoughts through PIAGET'S

imagination and play. [STAGES]

Concrete operational stage which is p to the age of 12 where they have logical thoughts and see different relationships
between mass, time and space.

Formal operational stage which is p to the age of 18 where the young person will form inductive and deductive reasing.
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The critical role of the social interactions

Vygotsky was better known for his social development theory's highlighting the critical role of the social
interactions and the cultural tools in shaping our Children cognitive abilities and to learn through guidance. He
believed that Children learn best through guided interactions with more knowledgeable individuals. He said
that when our Children want to learn something they learn by watching others doit. I'l give you an example if a
child learns to throw a ball or ride a bike its by seeing others do the same.

Have you heard of the zone of proximal development? For short (ZPD) this is an approach to assessing and
measuring the developmental process. He said at every age our children can only acquire a certain
amount of knowledge in other words you wouldn't expect a 4 year old Child to beat you in a game of
chess. Vygotsky believed that play would boost the development of thinking, memory and the doing skills.

Vygotsky's Sociocultural Theory
\Vygotsky zones of proximal development and scaffolding explained. So ZPD is the potential to reach ‘peyond my,
nee bl

heights with the help of an experienced guide while scaffolding is the educational framework that offers
our children temporary support as they stride towards their own objectives. In other the ZPD is what our
children can do without any assistance but also giving them the appropriate assistance to give them
the boost they need to finally master it.

Scaffolding is a series of activities that we provide for our Children over time then the support is
gradually withdrawn from them. Can you give me an example of this? Scaffolds are removed during
building construction so this will then give our children in our setting a chance to complete tasks more

independent.
i 1 I e B
!





