Discuss the role of the Teaching Assistant as a provider of pastoral care to students, making reference to relevant literature and drawing on your own experience?

The definition of pastoral care is a commitment and active point of concern for the physical and mental wellbeing and growth to the students and the school's larger community (www.tcs.nsw.edu). This in terms of the teaching assistant is the commitment to the student(s) they are placed with and the wellbeing of them. The forms of pastoral care this Teaching Assistant (TA) can provide include; physical wellbeing like involvement in Physical education, a balanced diet during the break periods and the hydration of the student; in the mental wellbeing, the provision of resources in lessons to help them; the involvement with the rest of the class to improve skills; for example, communication and teamwork. (111 WORDS)
 
There are two different titles in education that have similar roles but can also be different. These are the roles of teaching assistant and learning support assistant (LSA). In this, I will discuss the roles of both. 
The main role of a teaching assistant is in two parts; supporting the student and supporting the main teacher. © TheSchoolRun 2019								For the student, the provisions of resources to breakdown the tasks and help when any mental or physical disabilities, for example, dyslexia require the resources of a different color paper of reading bars to help keep a check on their sentence. Also the provision of resources like times table grids for their maths. 							For the teacher, help in the preparation of the classroom with the relevant equipment, material, and resources. Also, the provided help to the teacher by taking small groups of students to provide one to one learning meaning that the teacher can work all around the class more easily.

The main roles of an LSA are, to provide the students that have special educational needs with one to one help when needed. Also the provision of modification of resources towards the standards of SENCo. This then means the use of these resources allows for the maintenance of an inclusive education setting within the school environment.

Firstly, and example of pastoral care as a teaching assistant (TA) is listening to learners; this is an example of pastoral care as it is the aim of the teaching assistant to help the further expansion to the student ability and the concern of their improvement in their reading age.	Secondly, an example of pastoral care is resources; this is due to the use of extra resources to help a student to simplify the work to help in their ability or understanding to SENCo’s standards. This is important many students have difficulty due to ability and knowledge of the subject at a higher level to improve, also resources to help those with lower abilities due to additional needs like dyslexia so in the provision of color plastic reading bars to reduce the number of words on a page and sentences are easier to be focused on.	Thirdly, safeguarding of students is an example of pastoral care for teaching assistants, for example, the prevention of discrimination to students by race, religion, disability; this can be resolved by the encouraged interaction of a mix in groups to learn proper interaction. Furthermore, the safeguarding if domestic abuse, when raising issues of issues like physical or sexual abuse from other people like family or others, financial abuse with the lack of money for equipment, food or limited clothing; or emotional abuse like bullying and diminishing of the student’s personality. This can also include the resolution and prevention of ACEs (adverse childhood experiences) which also include the safeguarding of underage drinking, smoking; also the prevention of abuse or helping in the situation of parental issues and separation.									In addition, an example of pastoral care is the health and well being of the student. This is important as the health of the student is looked at in the emotional and physical state of the student making sure they are developing properly and keeping at a suitable standard. Also, the overall wellbeing of the student in their happiness and personality to a unique standard acting as an additional family member to be seen as a person to provide support and be a caring figure to them.									Finally, the help of a student in a social and educational well being; this can include the introduction to new situations and push for a change in company during group tasks, this not only increases their ability in communication and teamwork but to reduce the influence of separation from other class members that can lead to situations stated previously.		As expressed, pastoral care is highly important in education, as it gives the students a sense of safety and trust in the teachers and a belief in the education and support they have provided to them. Also, the role of the teaching assistant is highly important to the aim of maintaining an inclusive environment and provision of pastoral care

I have volunteered as a teaching assistant for 9 weeks and in that time I have had several experiences of pastoral care. Personal experiences I have of pastoral care in education as a teaching assistant are helping in the making and arranging of resources and education materials for lessons. Further experiences include the taking of a small group with additional needs in a maths lesson this allowed me to focus on them and allow them to have better support whilst the teacher was able to see all the class and mark them at the same time; further, this allowed me a better knowledge to the students for other lessons. Additionally, personal experience is listening to learners in reading.						Further experience includes work with the schools' youngest group called the ducklings, this group has children in preschool age to get a sense of what school will involve, whilst caring for them as parents are working. This shows a great example of pastoral care as a small amount of education is provided whilst caring for the playgroup. 			In summary over my short amount of experience, I have found that there is a great amount of pastoral care in the role of a teaching assistant.
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In conclusion, the teaching assistants' role is highly involving the provision of pastoral care to students. Within the role, there are many examples of care to the students from their education to health mentally and physically and their social understanding and interaction. This is also shown in the idea of the provision of resources to the students to help them work at a higher level to more match their ability. Also, from experiences, there have been many identified examples of pastoral care from watching a playgroup of 2-year-old students caring for them whilst gaining experiences of the school; to the older year groups with the provision of resources and 1 to 1 help to allow them to feel confident in the work and improve their mentality to education and self-confidence in the work they do.
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