Responding to poverty and disadvantage ECEW7015

Learning Outcomes 
 
1. Demonstrate a critical understanding of poverty and disadvantage on learners. 

2. Critically evaluate the practice and measurements of learning and development with learners who are impacted by poverty and disadvantage. 

3. Critically explore the whole systems approach and how this affects practice.
  
4. Critically examine how to plan, implement, and evaluate a change in practice that will benefit learners who are impacted by poverty and disadvantage in educational settings. 


The Assessment


Submission Thursday - 27/8/2026 by 23:59
Return = Thursday 24/9/2026  at 15:00

4000 word report to your target audience:

The report reflects upon an issue in the student’s practice where poverty and disadvantage might impact on the learner’s educational setting. The report should be aimed at a chosen target audience (e.g. staff, presentation to governors, Heads of Service, senior management team, etc.) and would be written in an appropriate style. 

Part 1 2,000 words 40%

LO1: Demonstrate a critical understanding of poverty and disadvantage on learners. (20%)

LO2: Critically evaluate the practice and measurements of learning and development with learners who are impacted by poverty and disadvantage (20%)

Drawing from literature and theory, you are asked to critically reflect on the impact of poverty and disadvantage on learners in your educational setting. You are asked to critically examine measurements used to show the learner progress and development in your educational setting, critically exploring whether these successfully identify and support learners who are impacted by poverty and disadvantage. 

Part 2:  Action plan (2,000 words)

LO3:  Critically explore the whole systems approach and how this affects practice.
  
LO4: Critically examine how to plan, implement, and evaluate a change in practice that will benefit learners who are impacted by poverty and disadvantage in educational settings. 

You will need to consider how you would respond to the issue(s) identified and examined in Part 1 in your own practice. You will need to critically justify your proposed plan of action, and if implemented demonstrate why you believe it might contribute to addressing the issues identified. You will also need to consider how you would evaluate the changes that you would implement.


Assessment guidance for approaching the report:

Part 1: 2000 words (40%)
Learning Outcome 1: 20% - 
This is a reflective section where you consider how  poverty and disadvantage may affect learners’ educational progress and development in a particular context (school, classroom, college, other educational environment). It is acceptable to be specific here in thinking about a particular demographic of learners, a scenario or case study. You should critique differences in understanding poverty including the impact on learner and differing attitudes towards poverty.
Learning Outcome 2:  20% 
Thinking of ways children are identified in an educational setting, what measurements of learning and development are used in your chosen setting and consider how these might benefit or prevent children from achieving their potential. Think critically throughout: How are they being identified? Are there gaps? What is being measured? Why? Does it show the holistic view of the learner’s development? What is missing?
Demonstrate understanding of relevant policy and theories in supporting evaluation of the above.


Part 2: Action Plan – 2000 words 50%

What should the action plan look like?
This section sets out your change to practice to respond to poverty and disadvantage in your educational setting. Using the issue(s) raised in part 1 of this assignment critically explore and propose solutions to the problems identified, You will need to evidence critical reflection on the challenges of your proposed solutions. Within the context identified. 
Your action plan can be written in table form or in subheading form. It will draw upon empirical evidence from literature, relevant policies, and theories and be referenced throughout. You will need to consider your specific goals (and why you are choosing it/them), how you will evaluate or measure progress made, the challenges in attaining your goals (make sure that they are relevant to responding to poverty and disadvantage) and show a realistic, timely end date (if appropriate). These constitute SMART goals for your action plan. 
Learning Outcome 3: 20%  
In one section of your action plan, you need to consider the government’s current emphasis on whole systems approaches and what this means for your practice and your proposed action plan. This could be related to the new emphasis on Community Focussed Schools in Wales, or other whole systems approaches and how this approach can be beneficial but have its challenges. You may consider how working with others across systems may provide challenges to implementing your proposed solution.
Learning Outcome 4: 30% 
Consider your proposed solution. How would you plan to do this? What would be the concerns? How would you implement it? What are the challenges? How are you going to know if it is working? What will you use to evaluate changes for learners? What are the barriers to evaluating this change?




Marking Rubrics

	LO1: Demonstrate a critical understanding of poverty and disadvantage on learners

20%


	Distinction  (70+) 
	  14+                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
	Very good critical understanding of the ways in which poverty and disadvantage may affect learners educational progress and development. 


	
	Merit (60+) 
	12-13
	Good critical understanding of the ways in which poverty and disadvantage may affect learners educational progress and development. 


	
	Pass (50+) 
	10-11
	Some critical understanding of the ways in which poverty and disadvantage may affect learners educational progress and development

	
	Fail
(<49)
	<9
	No/limited critical understanding of the ways in which poverty and disadvantage may affect learners educational progress and development.


	LO2: Critically evaluate the practice and measurements of learning and development with learners who are impacted by poverty and disadvantage. 

20%


	Distinction  (70+) 
	14+
	Very good evaluation of practice and measurements of learning and development with learners who are impacted by poverty and disadvantage. 


	
	
	12-13
	

	
	Merit (60+)
	
	Good critical evaluation of practice and measurements of learning and development with learners who are impacted by poverty and disadvantage. 


	
	Pass (50+) 
	10-11
	Some critical evaluation of practice and measurements of learning and development with learners who are impacted by poverty and disadvantage 

	
	Fail 
(<49)
	<9
	No/limited critical evaluation of practice and measurements of learning and development with learners who are impacted by poverty and disadvantage 

	LO3: Critically explore the whole systems approach and how this affects practice

20%



	Distinction  (70+) 
	14+
	Very good information the issues related to whole systems and how this effects practice.

	
	Merit (60+)
	12-13
	Good information the issues related to whole systems and how this effects practice

	
	Pass (50+) 
	10-11
	Satisfactory information the issues related to whole systems and how this effects practice  

	
	 Fail <49%
	<9
	No/limited information the issues related to whole systems and how this effects practice.   

	LO4:  Critically examine how to plan, implement, and evaluate a change in practice that will benefit learners who are impacted by poverty and disadvantage in educational settings. 

30%
	Distinction  (70+) 
 
	19+/30
	Very good critical examination of how to plan, implement, and evaluate a change in practice that will benefit learners

	
	Merit (60+)
	16-18
	Good critical examination of how to plan, implement, and evaluate a change in practice that will benefit learners 

	
	Pass (50+)
	13-15
	Satisfactory critical examination of how to plan, implement, and evaluate a change in practice that will benefit learners

	
	 Fail
	<12
	No/limited examination of how to plan, implement, and evaluate a change in practice that will benefit learners

	Clarity of exposition and accuracy with reference to grammar, syntax and spelling. Use of relevant and current literature which is correctly cited and referenced. 
  10% 
5% referencing
5% clarity
 
	Distinction (70+) 
	7+
	Very good exposition and accuracy with reference to grammar, syntax and spelling.  A wide and comprehensive use of literature which is correctly cited and referenced. 

	
	Merit (60+) 
	6
	Good exposition and accuracy with reference to grammar, syntax and spelling. A comprehensive use of literature which is correctly cited and referenced.

	
	Pass (50+) 
	5
	Satisfactory exposition and accuracy with reference to grammar, syntax and spelling. Good use of literature which is correctly cited and referenced

	
	Fail
	<4
	Little or no exposition and accuracy with reference to grammar, syntax and spelling.  Some use of literature which is correctly cited and referenced




Suggested Reading

Please see PebblePad and national Saturday PowerPoints for other recommendations. 
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