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The art of storytelling involves a person who tells a story through the process of using expression, narrative techniques whilst communicating with the listeners. Storytelling is seen as a useful tool in teaching as it allows others to explore own imagination whilst being interactive. The audience may generate questions to ask the teller which shows that engagement is taking place with the reader and the story. Children have the opportunity to develop social skills whilst listening to a storyteller by working together to communicate to tell the story. (Roney, 1996, p.7)
During both of the storytelling presentation videos, there is use of onomatopoeia and repitition within the books that have been chosen. Onomatopoeia is often used within early literacy and vocabulary and can allow children to associate words with sounds. 
According to Goouch and Lambirth (2011) (cited in Precious Mckenzie, 2021, p.32) techniques used in story books such as onomatopoeia, alliteration and rhyme will create a support system for children to aid developing readers. Story books that include pictures and poetic techniques can help young children to be able to hear and learn noises and sound patterns. 
There are different approaches to storytelling which has been shown within the presentation videos, one being a digital approach and the other a more traditional way of telling a story using a book and encouraging children to use own imagination. Both books include onomatopoeia, rhyme and repetition of words to engage the children in the story. The practitioner is seen to use various facial expressions, motherese techniques, hand gestures as well as different pitches and tone of voice to immerse the young audience of children who are between the ages of 5 and 6.
The art of telling a story is traditionally with a book, however there are emerging methods that are digital that are changing the way storytelling occurs and allows for new ways of doing so. These digital methods embrace young learners to participate who also play a part in the creation of different theories and problem-solving methods as a result of storytelling. Telling a story digitally has been seen as an essential component in aiding teachers and practitioners to engage students in supporting the knowledge and understanding of a story as well as taking part in discussions about the content of the story. (Kosara and Mackinlay, 2013) (cited in O’Byrne, Stone and White, 2018).
Telling stories digitally focuses on themes or the main purposes or points of the story where pupils will discuss and generate new ideas based on the content to create a new story or carry out research. Digital storytelling is prepared using digital and multimedia tools such as a computer or interactive whiteboard and involves a variety of text, narration that is prerecorded and interesting graphics to ensure the reader is engaged in the story by using digital technology to do so. (O'Byrne, Stone and White, 2018)
Rhyme is used in both books that have been read in both video presentations. Rhyming patterns can engage children to concentrate on words, patterns and sounds. Goouch and Lambrith (2011) (cited in Precious Mckenzie, 2021, p. 35) found that when children react to sound, it is supported by the use of Motherese which is also known as baby speak or talk which can include repetition of sounds or words, higher tones and sentences that are shorter than what older children would be able to say. Storybooks that are read to young children that include rhymes, songs as well as types of motherese techniques are seen to allow children to relax more whilst listening to the reader.
An article in the Daily Mail published in 2016 by Catherine Laing includes information on how the use of motherese can aid a child’s language development. The article states that babies start off by learning language skills by listening to the rhythm and different pitches of sounds and not necessarily words individually. When a baby is born, the individual already prefers and recognises the mother’s speech and language skills and the child can also pinpoint language by listening to rhythm and patterns. 
Laing also states that repetition of words can benefit young children in early learning of speech and language skills. A young child’s first words are normally seen to be words that are produced by the primary caregiver, which is seen to be the mother in most cases. These words could include ‘mummy’ and the more frequently a child hears a word, the easier it becomes to be able to learn it and store the words in the child’s speech vocabulary. Young children take longer to process speech and language than adults do so when adults produce slower speech when talking to infants, it allows the young person to have more time to recognise and process what is heard.
It is essential to keep children interested and engaged with the stories and books that are read aloud to improve intellectual and emotional development. Practitioners must ensure that storytelling is engaging and fun for individuals in order to generate interactive minds and questioning. When encouraging children to ask questions about the stories, it allows for imagination to be explored and links and connections to be made with the world around. (Book Trust, 2019)
Reading to babies is just as important as reading to older children, young babies are attracted to the sounds that voices make and also language and the rhythm that is created when using it. Babies will babble to communicate with others and over time will learn how to talk and communicate with words. Babies are able to learn how to communicate through how parents, families and practitioners will communicate with each other and to young children. (Book Trust, 2019) 
Reading with babies can allow individuals to become familiar sounds that are created from speech, recognising pictures and symbols as well as remembering stories and books. This encourages language and literacy skills to be developed early on to allow children to be successful readers in the future. Storytelling can allow babies to motivate own imagination and feel closer to parents and family as bonding time is taking place whilst reading. Babies benefit from adults who read books to them that contain rhyming words as well as repetition techniques. Books that contain a good pattern of rhythm can also aid children’s development of literacy, communication and language skills. (Raising Children Network Australia, 2023)
Estyn (2017) found that in most schools in Wales in regards to oracy, practitioners speak with children continuously which opens up learning opportunities for children which allows vocabulary to be extended. During this report it was also found that even though adults speak with pupils regularly, in some schools it was found that children did not get enough chances to speak to practitioners and staff regarding subjects that were of interest. 
Further along into the report underpinned by the topic of writing in schools, a quarter of schools allowed time for children to have significant opportunities to be able to write for several occasions, but it was also established that practitioners relied on the use of worksheets and formal education to be able to mould children's writing. It is essential that there are opportunites for children to be creative especially as part of the new curriculum. (Estyn, 2017)
A recommendation from Estyn (2017) for schools across Wales to be able to improve on the implementation of language, literacy and communication skills is for practitioners to ensure that opportunities are planned for so children in the foundation phase classes in schools can be able to use literacy as well as numeracy skills in both continuous and enhanced provision inside and outside of the classroom. These opportunities could include the use of storytelling both indoors and outdoors, reading digitally or traditionally and creating activities based on the stories read for children to improve language skills.
During a study conducted by Levy and Marsh in 2011 (cited in Fisher, Lapp, 2011, p.168) it was found that children are familiar and skilled with using digital technology from a young age by using online websites for playing games as well as watching videos and writing. 
The NHS Oxford Health (2021) notes that babies take part in vocal activities which include cooing and babbling which is seen as baby talk. Babies depend on adults to be able to teach the ways of langauge skills and conversations which can involve copying as well as how and when to take turns with speech which will allow the young children to consider every detail of the sounds and noises that are heard. However, some children may suffer with phonological awareness difficulties and will have trouble assessing different sounds. 
According to Donaldson (2015) in the Successful Futures Independent Review, digital competence acts as a vital component within the everyday lives of children which allows individuals to be able to communicate, find out new information, navigate the internet as well as for using for educational purposes. Being able to use digital equipment and technology is becoming more frequent within jobs and workplaces in modern day society so it is vital that children are offered opportunities to be able to explore digital technology within the curriculum to prepare individuals for later life and that a digital competence framework needs to be developed to support young people’s learning.
The Digital Competence framework was published in 2016 and offers a range of knowledge, skills and views that allow users of technology to gain an insight into the digital world, learn digital skills including language, literacy and communication that are transferable and prepare individuals for future life. This framework has allowed schools and settings to be able to create a clearer understanding of digital competence for children ages 3-16. (Welsh Government, 2018) 
Conclusion
During both video presentations it is clear that the storyteller uses many narrative techniques such as facial expressions, hand gestures as well as different pitches and tone of voice to immerse the reader in the story that is being read. One book was chosen to fit into the theme of Halloween being next week which will ensure that the children will be excited to listen to the storyteller and concentration levels will be higher.
For future practice when storytelling, the practitioner must ensure that a good rhythm is kept all the way through the story to ensure children’s engagement and concentration. Books chosen should include literacy techniques such as repetition, alliteration and onomatopoeia as these examples will help to improve children’s literacy skills. During future practice, if a work setting could be used where there is an interactive whiteboard which is larger than the screen used in the presentation, computer and a range of books to choose from then the readers would be more engaged with the story and the story could be seen more clearer. The use of more props in future story telling would also ensure that the young audience would be more interested in the book and the storyteller who is retelling the story.
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