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A discussion on the relation between the Laozi and Hayao Miyazaki's animation towards the
return of innocence




Proposed Dissertation Abstract (max 250 words): 5t &8I CHE (&% 250 F)

The imagery of the baby in the Laozi is original, gentle, vigorous, simple, etc., which is in sharp
contrast with the general trend of chasing fame and fortune. Laozi hopes that through
‘returning to babies’, people can let go of their selfish desires, recover their original simplicity,
find their nature, accept everything with a tolerant heart and be in harmony with the natural
world. Hayao Miyazaki's animation also uses themes of children to express the value of childlike
innocence. Children may seem weak, but they possess extraordinary strength and courage, and
can resolve conflicts and become messengers of peace. This view of the return of innocence has
something in common with the view of ‘returning to babies’ in Laozi. By analysing the imagery
of the baby in Laozi and the characteristics of Hayao Miyazaki's animated characters, this paper
summarizes the internal connection between them. It also explores the circular consciousness
of reversion and primitive ethical concern behind it, by giving its practical significance combined
with the current social situation. (169 words)
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