


Racism is a fundamental determinant of human traits and capacities which produce an inherent superiority of a particular race. It is a global hierarchy of superiority and inferiority along the line of humans that have been culturally, politically, and economically produced and reproduced for centuries by the institution of capitalist and patriarchal systems (Grosfoguel, 2016). The term 'race' has been used infrequently before the 1500's, it was a way of categorising skin colour, genetic heredity, and physical features. The social construction of race is fundamentally a story of power, it gives individuals benefits and privileges (Stein, 2005). American society had developed race which justified the new economic system of capitalism, this had depended on the institution of forced labour, particularly the enslavement of black Americans (Roediger, 2019). The concept of race had evolved into the two terms 'white' and 'slave', these words were used in the 1500's but had no meaning to them as they do today. In the 16th century, black people were kidnapped, enslaved, and shipped to America to be treated as slaves. The enslavement of black people created opportunity and wealth for many Americans (Equal Justice Initiative, 2018). 

The Civil Rights Movement was a campaign that was created in 1968, it was a political movement to abolish any racial segregation and discrimination in the US (National Park Service, 2022). The Civil Rights Movement grew out of 400 years of violent and non-violent conflicts against the enslavement of Africans (Zunes and Laird, 2010). The Black Lives Movement was a social movement that was formed in 2013, it aimed to fight racism and anti-black violence, especially police brutality. George Floyd's murder caused the largest racial justice protest in the United States since the Civil Right Movement (Kelly-Silverstein, 2020). This was when George Floyd was arrested by the police outside a shop in Minneapolis, the police officer Derek Chauvin pinned Floyd down with his knee (BBC NEWS, 2020). This had led to millions of people across the world protesting in the streets and on the internet to express their opinion on racial justice in the US (Wirtschafter, 2021). Floyd was not the first person to be killed by a police officer in America, a few public examples of the historical and contemporaneous ways in which blacks in America have been treated were the deaths of Amadou Diallo in the 1900's and Trayvon Martin in 2013 (Chaney and Robertson, 2013).  

Furthermore, before the Civil Rights Movement, discrimination against a group of people was based on biological factors, however, this is no longer the main form of racism. The new form of racism is different to the biologically founded racism, it is a culturally centred subtle form of racism (Siscoe, 2016). This means that social expectations have changed in parts of America since the post-Civil Rights Era.  For instance, the colour-blind form of racism has had many consequences in America, this is because it has influenced individuals' beliefs about black people which has a huge effect on the Criminal Justice System. This suggests that America have just developed a new form of racism that has replaced the overt racism of the past. The colour blindness has major detrimental consequences for people of colour because it perpetuates the myth of meritocracy and denies racial identity (Neville et al, 2016).

Furthermore, black people in America are viewed as of deserving harsh treatment in the Criminal Justice System which is imposing a label that black males are the 'prototypical criminal'. Blair et al (2004) identified that black males with more Afrocentric Features are more likely to receive longer sentences than white males (Pizzi et al, 2005). Additionally, Shaun Gabiddon in Criminological Theories on Race and Crime (2010), had discussed the concept of 'Negrophobia'. This term is where black people experience fear of being victimised by white people. It can result in white people shooting or harming African Americans due to racial stereotypes that black Africans are criminals. The racialized stereotypical assumptions can be harmful as white people often use them to justify shooting a black person (Chaney and Robertson, 2013). The image of black men as brutes in society led to Americans thinking all black men are violent. This is because of the social construction of race which brings about the current period of mass incarceration. In America, over 1,000 civilians are killed each year by law enforcements, and black men are more likely to be killed by the police than white men. However, in a recent study, black people who were shot by the police were twice as likely as white people to be unharmed (Peeples, 2020). Racism is the reason these killings are happening; black people are still being stereotyped as violent and aggressive people due to the colour of their skin. Therefore, it is proven that there are racial tensions between the police and communities of colour (Neville et al, 2016).  African Americans were the first victims of mass incarceration and are continually being labelled as problematic citizens based on policies and racial stereotypes (Handa,2020).  Although the civil war had made an end to slavery, racism still exists. This illustrates that there is still a white supremacist ideology and racism throughout the police which is causing a widespread of discrimination and segregation in America (Fernandez-Kelly, 2020). Floyd's death was a vivid reminder of the inequalities black people are facing around the world (Fernandez-Kelly, 2020).

Moreover, there has been an unlawful use of police powers on black people for several years. The disproportionate use of these powers has affected the relationship between the police and communities (Williams, 2021). Police need to end the stop and searches on black and ethnic minorities. The Independent Officer for Police conduct had identified that a young black boy was searched 60 times between the ages of 14 and 16. Stop and searches are only to be carried out if police have 'reasonable grounds' to suspect the person is carrying a weapon (Rhoden-Paul, 2022). In the UK, there were 52.6 stops and searches for every 1,000 black people, this is compared to 7.5 stops and searches for every white person (UK Government, 2023). This illustrates that police in the UK are biased and tend to target black minorities. The Macpherson Report had failed due to the failure of the police investigation in the UK, it was found that racism was one of the factors that had contributed to the failure (UK Parliament, 2023). The investigation of Stephen Lawrence's murder had amounted to racism, Stephen was murdered in an unprovoked racist knife attack, and there were major failings in the police investigations and in the way the Stephens family were treated. There were inadequate failures to take investigative steps at the crime scene, the police were patronising Stephens family and were found to be racist stereotyping Lawrence's companion (Bridges, 1999).

In contrast, police brutality in America against black males is increasing. Police brutality is defined by Waler (2011) as the use of physical and verbal force and intimidation. Since the killing of Floyd, data has shown that African Americans make up less than 14% of the American population. Although African Americans only make up a small amount of the American population, they are still more likely to be shot by the police. African Americans have been reported for almost 24% of 6,000 fatal shootings by the police since 2015, they are also more likely to be pulled up in the streets. To add to this, a study by Stanford University (2020) had analysed all the stops by the police department across the US, and they identified 100 million traffic stops m in a year, 20% of those traffic stops were black drivers. Additionally, around 750 out of every 100,000 African Americas were arrested for drug abuse, compared to around 350 out of every 100,000 white Americans (BBC News, 2021). This research imposes that Blacks are targeted by police. Police brutality does not just happen in America, in the UK there were 646,292 arrests between April 2020 and March 2021, black people were over 3 times as likely to be arrested than whites and there were 29 arrests for every 1,000 black people in the UK (Home Office,2022). Policing in the UK is doubting black people's confidence, the police are experiencing a race crisis with many controversies over stop and search and use of force. The police Chiefs have admitted that police brutality is damaging legitimacy and the ability to fight crime (Dodd, 2021). This illustrates that black people around the world are still facing inequalities due to the colour of their skin, they are treated more harshly and dealt with more seriously than white people. This is due to racial stereotypes, the view that black people are just 'thugs’.

In contrast, social media demonstrates a premise called symbolic interactionalism, individuals find the meaning of a situation through the eyes of others and social media. The way in which televisions and social media portray blacks suggests that people could lead to these racial views of black people in America. The reason for this is that symbolic interactionists provide strong symbols as sources of identity. Herbert Bumer (1900-1987) believes that racial prejudice is formed by members of a dominant group, without interactions, individuals will not hold a racist view. Racial stereotypes and casual expressions of racism suggest that we live in a world of racial prejudice (Denzin, 2001). The main theme of interactionalism concerns the relationships of social groups of individuals and applies the application of criminal law Barrantes,1980). This illustrates that social stereotypes are formed by symbolic interactionalism. 

Moreover, criminals are racially stereotyped in America which is linking black people to criminality. The stereotyping of blacks as criminals in society has persuaded the American culture that all blacks are criminals. For example, black people are referred to as the 'criminal predator' rather than a 'young black male'. This suggests that Americans have the image that all black males are street thugs and violent people (Welch, 2007). The reputation of blacks in America can be traced back to the enslavement of Africans. This is outlined by Kennedy (1977) where she had stated that Americans have been 'besieged' by beliefs that black people are criminals (Welch, 2007).  In 2015, President Obama referred to Americans from Baltimore Mayland as 'criminals and thugs', this term had become the zenith of the world's use, many news reports and social media outlets were using the term to describe black males because they didn't meet the standard of a white American (Smiley and Fakunle, 2016). After the death of Floyd, a local police union chief called Floyd a 'violent criminal', this is linking black people to criminality despite the fact Floyd had a criminal history (McGreal, 2020). The killing of Floyd was due to racial hatred, the media are not focussed on Floyd's history, the black lives movement was justice for all the black people that have died because of police brutality.


In addition, social media users are receiving claims that Floyd had died from a drug overdose. These are misleading articles about the death of Floyd, Derek Chauvin's defence had focused on the history of Floyd's past and tried to blame drug misuse on his death (Fauzia, 2022). This suggests that the media and law enforcement in America have widely associated drugs with black communities, particularly in relation to Rastafarians and African Americans. The black communities suffer an adverse form of deprivation, black people are seen to be socioeconomically disadvantaged due to social stereotypes linking black people to criminality.  These areas of deprivation are often stereotyped by the police and the media by labelling black men as drug traffickers (Kalunta-Crumpton, 2000). This suggests that racial imageries associate black people with crime which leads to racial discrimination around the world. For instance, during Derek Chauvin's trial, the defence attorney had claimed that it was drugs that had killed Floyd, even though it was medically proven that Floyd did not die from a drug overdose (Hart, 2021). This illustrates that the media are linking drug use and criminality to black people, the media portrayed black people as offenders rather than victims of racism.

To conclude, the Black Lives Movement is a political movement that protects black people from racial injustice and discrimination around the world. Floyd’s death was a reminder of all the inequalities black people face around the world. The murder of Floyd had resulted in social anger and an action against racial injustices that exist in the police (Hodgkinson et al, 2021). The BLM protest has sharpened public forces, New York Times report, states that legislators has passed over 140 police reform laws in the past year (Turner, 2021). This indicates that the Black Lives Matter Movement has made some changes throughout law enforcements since the killing of George Floyd. 
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