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Overview
The article titled “Major Mental Disorders, Gender, and Criminological Circumstances of Homicide” provides a descriptive analysis of the link between gender, major mental health disorders and criminological circumstances of homicide (Richard-Devantoy, Bouyer-Richard, Annweiler, Gourevitch, Jollant, Olie, Beauchet, Bourdel, & Lhuillier, 2016). The article looks into the examination of criminal circumstances in homicide using a sample size of 210 participants. The participants are categorised into two major groups, those with and without a major mental disorder. The population of the study was selected from French citizens, with age as the variable for the selected sample. The article uses a descriptive study design method, which is clearly shown by the three categories of data collected, being; demographic, clinical and criminological variables. 
The authors found out that different criminological circumstance of homicide such as place of crime, time of the crime, method of homicide, alcohol intoxication, mental status of the victim and the relationship of the offender and the victim can be used to explain the ever-growing cases of homicide (Richard-Devantoy et al. 2016). Criminological events of women were contrasted with those of men. The article reveals that women were more likely to use drowning as the main method of committing homicide.
Furthermore, their victims comprise mainly of their children or partners. The tendency to hide evidence of the offence is also more common in women than in men. Different to women’s choice of drowning as the type of homicide, men used strangling and hitting with a blunt object as the most common way of carrying out homicide. The authors concluded that criminological circumstances of homicide offer great opportunities that can be used to not only identify those at risk of conducting homicide but also to prevent homicide.

Authorship
Ethical approaches play a key role in research in psychology and other fields. The audience considers the accuracy of the information provided by critically analysing the qualification of the author, the experience of the author and the abilities presented by the author to spread the intended information. According to Miles & Nilsson (2018), assessing the credibility of the author falls under a category of rhetoric known as ethos. The authors of the article provide a sense of reliability through the use of their academic credentials. Richard-Devantoy works in McGill University in the department of psychiatry, Bouyer-Richard works in the department of neuroscience and Annweiler is also a lecturer in the department of geriatrics in Parkwood Hospital. All the other authors have a hand in either mentoring students at a hospital or a higher institution of learning.
Furthermore, the authors of the article have gone further and stated that they would not have competing interests in conducting the study. Interfering with the study can have a negative impact, especially in the evaluation of the results. Also, the authors have neither received financial support from individuals nor organisations as stated in the appendix, which could have easily distorted their evaluation of the results for the sake of the greed for money. However, there are still some gaps in authorship because the article does not indicate the number of years the authors have been in practice and whether they have conducted similar studies before. This would have been a way to show their experience in the challenges involved in such studies. 
Audience
The paper focuses on a professional audience. The style of writing used is scientific. The author aims to identify some of the criminological circumstances of homicide so that the experts involved in the prevention of homicide can introduce full and comprehensive ways to prevent homicide. The researchers state that there are few studies on criminological circumstances of homicide. Carrying out such a piece of study will add more knowledge to the existing knowledge, which will help experts in hospitals to manage risk behaviours of homicides effectively, According to the WHO (2015), report, the homicide global rate stands at 6.4% per 100000 people, which is as an alarm for interested individuals to find ways of reducing the cases of homicide.
The article is expected to change the belief of how interested individuals are involved in the prevention of homicide.
Impact of the Article
 According to the Elsevier website where the article was submitted, the main object of the website is to advance academic development for professional workers.

Introduction
The introduction of the study is well organized, but, not without some gaps. The author provides a universal view of the problem of homicide and then narrows it down to present the problem from a local point of view. The author states that the incidence of homicide in countries within Europe and America is 1.0 per 100000 and then goes on to add that the incident rate in South Africa is 44.8 per 100000 people (Richard-Devantoy et al. 2016). There is an issue with how the occurrence of this problem is present in this study. The study was conducted in France. Therefore, after providing a universal view of the problem, the local viewpoint of the problem could have been France and not South Africa. 
Richard-Devantoy et al. (2016), has provided enough explanation for carrying out the research. They state that existing pieces of research have examined the risk factors for homicide while leaving out appropriate factors which contribute to homicides. The related circumstances, also known as the criminological circumstances, include the relationship between the victim and the criminal, the mental status of the criminal while committing the crime, the mechanism of injury caused and the presence or absence of substance abuse during the homicide. A study carried out in Rwanda to assess the risk factors for homicide discovered that the use of sharp objects, such as knives and blunt objects were the common method criminals used to kill their victims. Also a study in South Africa showed gunshot wounds were the most common method used by criminals to commit murder (Rubanzana, Hedt-Gauthier, Ntaganira, Freeman, 2015) .
This an example of how the location affects the methods of committing a crime. Dawson and Piscitelli (2017), also reveal that criminals who carry out homicide report about having abused alcohol before the incident.
Additionally, the authors provide examples of major depressive disorders to make the term clear to the audience. The objective of the study is clearly explained. Using evaluation of existing pieces of literature, a gap is identified from a broad topic “homicide” and narrowed to a specific topic which is “criminological circumstances of homicide”. 
The objective of the study is clearly defined. The authors wanted to find out whether there are specific profiles of offenders of homicide with major mental illness and those without major mental illness. The alternative hypothesis was: a specific profile of criminological circumstances of homicide (CCH) would characterise male and female murderers with a major mental disorder compared to those without a major mental disorder (Richard-Devantoy et al. 2016). However, the introduction lacks a research question(s). According to Ho, Liew, Ng, Shunmugam, & Glasziou, (2016).  researchers should design a research question using acceptable styles such as the use of the PICO method in formulating a research question. PICO format stands for Population/Patients, Interventions, Control group, Outcomes and Time. 
The introduction part is well cited. The authors have engaged various prior studies on the topic before making an informed decision to carry out the research. Assessing available evidence helps researchers to avoid the copying of studies which are already available. Researchers should identify variables for a specific study. According to Flannelly, Flannelly & Jankowski (2014), a variable refers to a specific occurrence that takes on different values in research. Variables are divided into two major categories, independent variables and dependent variables.
Also, other variables, such as confounding variables, exist. Confounding variables are those variables which were not considered in the study but affected the outcome of the study significantly. The Richard-Devantoy et al. (2016) study scores poorly on the identification of variables. The study uses a general term “specific profiles” and fails to find variables to be used in the identification of the specific profile of criminals. The variables are only seen in the study result section. An introduction is very important in a study and failure to identify variables at the beginning of the study may put off readers from continuing to read the article. 

Methodology
Study Design
The design of the study is clearly described. The study used a retrospective study design. It also used psychiatric expert reports which had been fully examined and tried in courts between 1985 and 2005. Retrospective studies rely on previous records, and they are as good as the style of the paper used previously. 

Sample Size Selection and Sampling Method
The study used a sample size of 210 records. The sample size consists of both Caucasian and French murderers. The researchers identified the sample size and the target population. However, there are still some gaps in the sampling method used. The researchers have not explained how they came to the sample size of 210 records. Stating that they used criminal records from 1985 to 2005 is not enough description of the sampling method. An explanation should be there to explain the method used to obtain the sample size.
Furthermore, a measure for randomisation of the available data is significant in reducing sampling bias. There is no clearness on whether any randomisation was done to arrive at the specified sample. There are well-defined measures for sampling such as the use of Fischer’s formula in the estimation of the sample size.
Legal and Ethical Issues
The study has followed some of the steps required for reliability issues. The researchers sought permission from the Ethics Committee of Angers and gained approval. The authors also mention that they followed the steps set out by the Helsinki Declaration (1983). However, stating that they followed the Helsinki Declaration (1983) is not enough, especially considering the sensitivity of the information they were collecting. There should be more explanation on how they obtained consent for the access of private information of the individual. An ethical problem arises especially on obtaining records of patients who had major mental disorders. Some moral and legal questions are: How did the criminals with mental disorders consent to their information to be used? How long did the research keep raw data and how did they destroy it to maintain confidentiality? According to Yip, Han, & Sng, (2016), special populations such as those who are intellectually disadvantaged may have their consent signed by a legally authorised representative such as a close relative or carer. Hence, there could have been more details regarding this in this study.
Validity and Reliability
Validity refers to the accuracy a study has in measuring what it is intended to measure, while reliability refers to the ability of the study to provide reliable results (Taherdoost, 2016). Reliability also identifies whether the study is worthy of being duplicated. The validity of the chosen piece of the study was maintained using various ways. First, the study allowed professional psychiatrists to verify the documents provided before a conclusion on the identification of a major depressive disorder was made. Furthermore, all murderers were subjected to forensic examination, modern diagnostic tests such as electroencephalography and standardised psychological tests, such as WAIS. The reliability of the study is not clearly indicated. According to Taherdoost (2016), one of the best ways of maintaining reliability is by carrying out a pilot study. There was no single pilot study conducted, and that significantly reduced the reliability of the study.
       Methods for measuring Results
The researchers extensively discussed the methods used in evaluating the results. The authors first used basic measures such as mean, frequencies, and standard deviation. Data distribution is also presented in the form of Skewness-Kurtosis graph to show the spread out. Tables and graphs were generously chosen to represent the data. Chi-square, P-value t-test and regression tables were used effectively to make inferences. For instance, a p-value was used to either accept or reject an alternative hypothesis. The data in this type of research included both qualitative and quantitative data. It caused researchers to use various methods of data presentation to meet the needs of both types of data.
Results
 	The authors’ main objective was to show that there are specific profiles that characterise the numbers of homicide by gender. The authors of the article have managed to represent results indicating such a connection between profiles of an individual and the method of committing homicide as a crime. A critical review of the results of the study with a comparison with other studies from psychological theories may provide important indications for explaining the differences between male and females when an act of homicide is carried out. 
The study reveals that men are more likely to commit homicide than women. The most noticeable result is that women used drowning as their major form of murder. The study found that the majority of victims for women were their children. Men considered striking as the major form of carrying out homicide. Furthermore, men who committed homicide were considered to have either a major mental disorder or had undergone treatment in a psychiatric clinic or had a prior history of conviction with other crimes. Richard-Devantoy et al. (2016) found out that male partner homicide directed towards females stood at 20% which is close to WHO global standing of homicide towards women which is at 35% as per 2015 statistics.

The theory of masculinity can be used to explain the differences in the victim's choice for both male and female. Men are more masculine than females, and according to the masculinity theory; men are required to defend their masculinity status fearlessly (Mathews, Jewkes, & Abrahams, 2014). It is not uncommon for men to feel threatened by their partners if they felt they had lost control over them. Men revealed that their woman's behaviour could trigger murder (Mathews et al.;, 2011). This could explain why men kill their partners more often than females.
Females are less masculine, and since children are considered to be more “weak” than their adult female equivalent, they become an easy target for females. Mathews et al. (2014) study also found out that cultural norms tolerate violent men especially in an African system and that makes men have no difficulty in finding another partner despite having killed a partner in the past. Such backward thinking makes females vulnerable.
Women are also more prone to depression before committing homicide, unlike men. On the other hand, men are more likely to suffer from a major mental illness at the time of committing homicide. The two statements point to one logical conclusion that mental instability plays a role in the homicide. Richard-Devantoy et al. (2016) found out that out of 210 participants, 80% of the female gender had depression before committing the criminal act of homicide.
Richard-Devantoy et al. (2016) have presented calculations to support the conclusion in their analysis in the results section. However, despite using several different methods in analysing data, the data presented was repetitive. Data presentation is mostly in tabular form except for multiple logical regressions which are presented in a graphical form.

Discussion
The authors hypothesised that criminological circumstances would play a significant role in the profiling of criminals of homicide in sampling by gender. The research validates the authors’ recommendation, as evidenced in the conclusion section. Richard-Devantoy et al. (2016) conclude that there are different profiles of criminological circumstances specific to major mental disorders and can be used as new ways of reducing the rising cases of homicide. According to Slutkin, Ransford, & Zvetina (2018), the frequency of violence makes it be a global concern. Slutkin et al. (2018) also argue that homicide and violence are considered as a contagious disease which can be spread from one person to another just like any contagious disease.
Study limitations are factors which can negatively affect the outcome of a study, but the researcher has no control over time. For instance, document format could have changed over time, and that could have negatively affected the quality of data obtained from records.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]The overall quality of the article is good. This could suggest that a typical reader will find the article interesting. The authors provide a new point of view on how criminological circumstances of homicide can be associated with specific gender and mental status and goes ahead to demonstrate that, by carrying out a study. The authors confirm that specific profiles such as the location of homicide, time of the homicide, type of homicide, drug abuse, mental status and type of victim can be used to reduce the risk of homicide if correct profiling of both male and female genders is performed. The research design is comprehensive. The detail can be seen in the way in which sampling was achieved. Evidence shows there is no pilot study done, even from a single court, to test the reliability of the study and correct errors before the carrying out of the actual study. The article is well structured. It follows a standard structure of research. The article has key contents of research which includes but is not limited to abstract, introduction, methodology, results, discussion and conclusion sections. The language is also up to standard. There is no use of conversational terms which can negatively impact on the findings of the study. Expertise was provided by seeking relevant approval from relevant authorities before carrying out the study.
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