From the twilight of Rome to the Dawn of Islam: The World of Late Antiquity (AD 235-632)
Session 1 workshop: Was the Principate the Problem?
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In this workshop we will consider John Drinkwater’s proposition that structural problems with the Principate eventually led to the “Third Century Crisis”. Read the short chapter (‘The Principate: Lifebelt, or millstone around the neck of the Empire?’, in Crises and the Roman Empire (2007)), and then write some responses to the following questions:

1. What do you make of Drinkwater’s notion of the princeps as essentially ‘great aristocrats’ rather than monarchs? Did this create problems of legitimisation?
2. Are you convinced that later emperors were stultified by Augustan architectural and religious heritage? Was the focus on Rome as a source of legitimation a problem?
3. How convinced are you by the idea that Christianity and the foundation of Constantinople offered Constantine and his family a new basis for legitimation? 
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