Findings and Conclusion


Introduction

This dissertation is now at the stage of conclusion.  The study has got to this stage through the previous chapters of the literature review where the academic research was carried out.  Next was the research methodology chapter, this looked at how the research was going to be carried out.  Then there was the analysis of results chapter, this looked at the data that was collected from the primary survey and analysed it against the objectives that were set out at the start of this study.  This chapter is going to look at the objective achievements, the main findings and the limitations.  

Objective Achievements 

The objectives for this study that were set out at the start were:

1, To see if parents and police officers were for or against the new law of not being able to use physical punishment on a child. 

2, To explore other options other than the criminalisation of parents. 

3, To identify the impacts of criminalising parents for both the parent and the child. 

The objectives were met by conducting a primary survey that was distributed via social media.  The first objective was achieved by asking in the survey if parents should be criminalised for using physical punishment on a child.  By asking this question it enabled a percentage of respondents who agreed with this which was 39% of the participants.  The second objective was achieved by asking the participants in the survey for other solutions other than criminalising parents, who have responded with some ideas.  Finally, the third objective was met in the survey where the participants thoughts on what the impacts would be if a parent is criminalised.  

Main Findings
From reviewing the results from the primary survey, it is fair to say that the majority of the participants (61%) do not agree with parents being criminalised for using physical punishment on a child.   This does not support the secondary date in the literature review where Mosely (2020), states that in a Welsh survey that was carried out in 2018, 81% of the respondents said that smacking a child was unacceptable.  When comparing these two sets of data, it would be apparent that the secondary data was conducted in 2018 which was 4 years before this law came into place.  The primary data, therefore, has stated that more people are against criminalisation, this could be because it is now more relevant and has possibly made parents more anxious that they could gain a criminal record.  

Along with this, the primary research has indicated that people do believe that there are other options other than to criminalise parents.  Respondents have suggested that an educational course would be a good solution for first time offenders.  This would be a positive idea; however, this would have to depend on the level of the assault that has taken place.  It would not be suitable to send someone on an educational course if they have caused GBH injuries.  On the other hand, for a low-level assault, an educational course could help prevent any further incidents for parents.   Comparing this data to the literature review where Bassam (2018) believes by educating parents in more depth then, this could potentially wipe out physical punishment if theses courses were put into place, there would however need to be some sort of consequences for the parents if they were not to turn up to the course. 

Lastly, the primary study has looked at the impacts that are likely to occur if the parents are criminalised.  The study identified that employment for parents would have an impact on both parent and child.  This is supported by Rogers (2022) in the literature review.  Furthermore, health, stress, poor relationships between parent and child, and also the child being removed from the family home will also be significant impacts on the child.  There is a gap in the literature on the impacts this law will cause on families.  This could be due to the fact that it is a relatively new law.  There needs to be more awareness of this for the parents to be able to see that the impacts are more than just a criminal record, they have a knock-on effect to these additional impacts. 

Recommendations 

With this law still being relatively new to Wales, it would appear that the majority of people are definitely aware of the law, therefore, there should not be the issue or parents/carers declaring that they were not aware of it.   The primary survey suggest that the opinion is that children should have the same rights as adults in relation to assault, however, they do not agree that parents should be criminalised.
Recommendation one: Educating parents. 

Opinions of the public that have surfaced from the survey suggest that educating parents on discipline rather than criminalisation would be more suitable, and to only go that far should this become a regular occurrence from that parent if they are not learning from the education they were receiving.  


Recommendation two: Educating children.

From opinions taken from the survey, the suggestion is to also make sure children are educated on this law.  This will help children feel comfortable to report an incident or to get someone to report it for them.  This will also aid children learn how to behave when they become parents themselves, therefore preventing incidents in the future.  


Limitations.

 The limitations that have been identified in this study are, the word count.  8,000 words is not sufficient enough to be able to look at all the complications and benefits in this study.  Along with this is the deadlines that have to be adhered too, especially in terms of distributing the survey.  Furthermore, due to the law coming into effect in 2022 in Wales and the fact that England do not have this law, has led to there being a lack of academic research.  Finally, due to the fact this study has not included victims or offenders, this would have been crucial opinions to have in this study.  

Conclusion.

In conclusion, from studying the academic research alongside the results from the primary research, it would seem that the majority are of the opinion that the abolition of physical punishment on children is indeed beneficial for all children, however, it is also agreed that this does set challenges that will have a negative effect on children too, such as, employment for parents who end up being criminalised.  Nonetheless, the opinions also state that the benefits outweigh the problem of employment.  Benefits that include, better mental health of children, less injuries and parents becoming better role models for their children.  


 


