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Semiotic analysis:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Semiotic analysis is the idea that more can be derived from a piece of art than just the main meaning. Be that taken from the images involved, colours, ideas presented in it and a plethora more of different things. It is an equally interesting and complex idea as it can push the audience to new ideas that may not have been thought of at first viewing. Even when researching this people were unsure what to even describe it as with (uk.sagepub.com) describing it as ‘I’m not sure whether semiotics is a subject, a movement, a philosophy, or a cult like religion’. This shows how it is completely up to the audience how art is interpreted which is why art is created. For the audience to indulge and for their own opinions where they see fit. Signs can be visible and more obvious in everyday life as well as art. For instance, when driving is a flashing yellow light is seen the driver will know to be cautious without even need to read any signs. This is drawn purely from the things we can draw from one thing. In this task I will be analysing the album cover of artist Frank Ocean on his album Blonde. I chose this piece as I have always been interested in his music and how he pushes the boundaries of it and his album covers have always helped him with that.

In the image it shows frank ocean covering his face whilst he stands there in the shower. At first glance this seems like a pretty basic photo, however if we dig deeper, we can find a lot more meanings and can get more insight into what is going on. An example of this is he is showing a large portion of his body showing the public and all his listens that he has put most of himself into this project and is giving most of himself to his fans with the piece of music he is releasing. The fact that he is covering his face could mean more to the viewer now when we think about the fact, he is giving the all of him. It shows that even though he is giving so much he can still be reserving some sort of privacy from the public. That even with everything he has given and put into his music he can still be holding certain parts of his life for himself, friends and family which is well within his rights. Another prominent part of the photo is that he is in the shower. The way that the light hits him and he is sort of turning away from it makes it look like we (the audience) and burst in on him. As he is in the shower it is a rather intimate place that most people spend alone and the fact that we have burst in on him could show how he feels about his fame and how they have got into his whole life. 
 [image: Image result for frank ocean blonde]
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Manifesto:

1. I will make music for me that I will enjoy and not be forced into making things that go against things I like.
2. To be aware of political and cultural changes however not let it change my music.
3. Make sure that my art is assessable by all and is able to help anyone in any way that it can. 
4. I gain influence from a few different places however the main ones are Frank Ocean and Travis Scott
5. To be able to mould and change my music as I change without straying too far from me
6. To stay away from anything to religious
7. Before making a judgment or comment make sure that all knowledge is gained on the specific subject and I can form my own opinion on it.
8. To not straight out copy another piece of work and copy it for myself by hanging only small parts of it. 

4. I gain Influence from a few different places, however the main ones are Frank Ocean and Travis Scott

These two people and their music are a very big part of not only the type of music I make and like, but the type of person I am and the type of people I surround myself. Before listening to these two I was never really ‘into’ music, I would listen and enjoy however they really changed my perspective on it. With Travis Scott he showed me that music can be fun and can get people hyped with his songs and performance. He really managed to capture me with the way we held crowds at his live shows and the way he was able to affect that many people at once in just one live show. I know that artists have done this before however I had never seen anyone do it with such energy and the way he fed of the crowd was intoxicating to watch. With frank ocean it was something different. His music is very deep and intimate. When listening it makes me feel vulnerable and really helps to put things into perspective. The thing that really resonated with me is the fact that he can make me feel so much in just a three or so minute song and that really hit home with me. 

2. To be aware of political and cultural changes however not let it change my music. 

I think this one is important as I believe everyone should be aware of what is going on in the world around them however I don’t believe it should dictate how they run their lives and it defiantly shouldn’t affect the way they express themselves through art. This is because if everything was made to be political there would be no personalisation, and no one would be able to express their true self’s which in my opinion is the whole point of art. 

6.

This one is rather personal to whoever the creator of the art is. In my case I’m not religious so I don’t want to include anything religious as it wouldn’t be true to myself. However, if other people creating music wanted to and they themselves were religious then that would be up to them. 
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Reflective writing:

When it comes to music it is such a broad subject area that there is so much out there to like, talk about, critique, listen to, dance to, dislike and many more things. This is great for a musician as it gives so much opportunity to gain inspiration from anywhere. With the amount of music and the amount of different types of music there is something for everyone. For myself I’m into hip hop and rap, however I like listening to other things as well. This is the beauty of music I can have my specific part that I’m into but there will always be more to discover and listen to. This affects the type of music I create now with the majority of it being hip hop based, because of what I’m into. A very influential piece of art for me was Kid Cudis album ‘Passion, Pain and Demon slayin’. It came out a few years go yet I still find myself not only listening to it but can still see little nuances like it in music that I have created recently. This album was great as I had never listened to anything like it, it relied heavily on his voice and the moods he could create simply by humming over a beat. And it really helped my find myself in music. This shows how far music has come as it is extremely electronic and produced compared to music 50 years ago. Whereas 50 years go there would have been full bands performing which would have been recorded and used on this album and more nowadays more computers are being used in production. For me and the type of music I like this good as it is what I prefer. There is however still music which uses bands, and this is good as it offers that something different for people that might not like the more computer biased production. Although the ability to produce these more computerised beats for songs and has become the most popular type of music in the world, it has not killed off another type of music. They have just fallen into more of the background whilst hip hop has come into the fore. This is evident as while I was growing up indie rock was a massive phenom, and now it is the turn of hip hop. For me this is nice as it shows the change in music which shows its ability to evolve and the love that people have for it all around the world. It shows that people love music that you can make it your own and change it to fit you make it work in any way you would like it to. Be it indie rock like ten to fifteen years ago and now with hip hop being the main source of music. To summarise I’m happy that the type of music I love is getting the attention that it deserves but I’m also happy that all music is getting attention. That anyone can go out and make the kind of music they enjoy and makes them happy. 
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