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Introduction

1.1 Companies Text

Amazon remains one of the big winners of the Corona crisis. Thanks to the continuing shopping boom on the internet, the world's largest online retailer earned 8.1 billion dollars (about 6.7 billion euros) in the first quarter of the year. That is more than three times as much as a year ago, when the profit was 2.5 billion dollars. Turnover exceeded 100 billion dollars for the first time in a year-opening quarter. Revenues grew 44 per cent to 108.5 billion dollars. Only in the previous Christmas quarter was turnover higher. But for now I want to speak about more of the company and where all started from. 

In 1994, computer scientist Jeff Bezos founded Amazon in Seattle with nothing more than a vision and a belief in the long-term success of the internet. Although the vision of an "everything store" was already present, the company initially specialised in a single category: online bookselling. The first book, "Fluid Concepts and Creative Analogies" by Doug Hofstadte, went over the virtual counter on 03 April 1995.
After dominating the book market, Amazon expanded step by step into different categories and countries. In October 1998, the time had come in Germany, too, and the first books could be ordered over the Internet with just a few clicks. At that time, only about 10% of Germans had Internet access at all. This fact alone reflects Jeff Bezos' long-term thinking. 
The company was and is so focused on investing that it was not until 2001 that the company made its first profits. But since then, the tide has turned, and the company has risen to become one of the most valuable companies in the world. 
Amazon's largest source of revenue is online retail. This in turn is made up of two areas. On the one hand, through the sale of Amazon's own products and, on the other, through Amazon's marketplace. Third-party retailers can offer their goods via the platform and pay Amazon a monthly fee of €39 as well as a sales commission. If you also let Amazon, take care of the logistics and shipping (Amazon FBA), you pay a corresponding fee to Amazon for this. 
Their second important source of revenue is its cloud computing. Under the name AWS (Amazon Web Service), 175 different services are offered around the topic of data storage and data processing. This division alone generated an annual turnover of around 35 billion US dollars in 2019. AWS is the world's most widely used cloud platform, once again highlighting Amazon as a technology company. Even though Amazon's cloud computing only accounts for about 12% of its total revenue, it contributes to about 70% of its total profit. 

What is AWS?

An application system, sometimes also referred to as application software or information system, is a software system for performing tasks in different areas of a company.

An application system is a software system (AWS) for performing tasks in different application areas. Standard software and individual software can be distinguished as forms of application software. Company-wide application systems that consist of several components in an integrated form are called ERP systems (Enterprise Resource Planning systems). Application systems support the operative processes in all operational functional areas, i.e., in finance and accounting, in human resources and materials management, in production and sales (operative application systems). Application systems are also used for analysis, planning and control and finally for strategic tasks (analysis-oriented or strategic application systems). This is also referred to as application system architecture or application software architecture.

The term application system or application software was used at the beginning of business data processing primarily to distinguish and differentiate from system software. Today, application systems are understood as subsystems of information systems (IS). In the broader sense, they include the associated hardware, system software, communication equipment and application software. In a narrower sense, the term refers to the application software. Application systems are divided into administration systems and disposition systems as well as planning, control and analysis systems.
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