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‘The Speeches of Adolf Hitler’, are a translation of Hitler’s speeches from German to English as translated by Norman Hepburn Baynes.[footnoteRef:17882] Baynes was a distinguished British historian mostly known for his expertise in the Byzantine Empire. Baynes translated these during the early years of World War 2 (WW2); the aim of this was to offer an objective and useful translation of Hitler’s oration, which could serve as a resource for understanding the rhetoric and ideology of National Socialism.[footnoteRef:7313] The intended audience of ‘The Speeches of Hitler’ by Baynes was scholars, historians and the general public. Baynes aimed to provoke a response from the readers of ‘The Speeches of Adolf Hitler’, that was thoughtful and informed, thus intending to encourage critical examination of the content.[footnoteRef:6799] While there is no explicit evidence that shows Baynes was forced to write ‘The Speeches of Adolf Hitler’, he was writing under the guidance of the Royal Institute of International Affairs.[footnoteRef:21611] This might imply the work was commissioned rather than purely voluntary. [17882:  Baynes, H., Norman, The Speeches of Hitler, 1-2 vols (Oxford University Press, 1942) [accessed 1st February]
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[bookmark: _Int_8zFgDXe4]In 1933 Hitler was appointed the Chancellor of Germany by President Paul Von Hindenburg, because he believed that he could control Hitler and use him to stabilise the Government.[footnoteRef:18734] However, by 1939 Hitler and the Nazi party consolidated control over Germany by setting Reichstag buildings on fire, then blaming communists for it and arresting them.[footnoteRef:14674] Passing the Enabling Act allowed Hitler to enact laws without the Reichstag approval; he then eliminated opposition to the Nazis by banning all political parties other than their own.[footnoteRef:7240] The Nazi propaganda machine, which was led by Joseph Goebbels, controlled the media and spread anti-semitic and nationalist messages to the public. Goebbels was a prominent Nazi politician, and the minister of propaganda for the Third Reich.[footnoteRef:25843] Hitler ordered the purge of the SA leadership and other political rivals, thus strengthening his control over the Nazi party and the military.[footnoteRef:25017] When Hindenburg died, Hitler combined the power of Chancellor and President, declaring himself Führer of Germany.[footnoteRef:23068] The significance of this context is that by the time Hitler gave his speech at the Reichstag on 30th January 1939 he had become a dictator and had absolute control and power over of Germany, thus the German people had to give positive responses to his speech or risk the consequences. [18734:  Evans, Richard J., The Third Reich in Power : 1933-1939 (London: Penguin Books, 2006) [accessed 5th February 2025]
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The audience of Hitler’s speech at the Reichstag on 30th January 1939 were the Reichstag delegates and the German public, as broadcast on the radio, and excerpts were published in newspapers and propaganda materials.[footnoteRef:26127] The purpose of the speech was to reaffirm Nazi ideology, threaten retaliation to the international community if a second world war broke out, and to discuss German foreign policy. The speech was also meant to unite German people under the Nazi regime and strengthen Hitler’s control and serve as Nazi propaganda by presenting a ‘common enemy’: the Jews.[footnoteRef:27033] [26127:  Baynes, H., Norman, The Speeches of Hitler, 1-2 vols (Oxford University Press, 1942) [accessed 1st February]]  [27033:  Baynes, H., Norman, The Speeches of Hitler, 1-2 vols (Oxford University Press, 1942) [accessed 1st February]] 



In his speech Hitler uses emotive language, for example he stated, 
In connection to the Jewish question I have this to say: it is a shameful spectacle to see how the whole democratic world is oozing with sympathy for the poor tormented Jewish people[footnoteRef:24098] [24098:  Baynes, H., Norman, The Speeches of Hitler, 1-2 vols (Oxford University Press, 1942) [accessed 1st February]

Own bold] 


The term ‘shameful spectacle’ is emotive language used to make the audience feel that how the international community was responding to ‘the Jewish question’ was appalling, and that they should be shocked and angry about this.

[bookmark: _Int_pCjhprfV]Moreover, Hitler also used other forms of persuasive language such as inflammatory language by repeatedly calling the Jewish people ‘parasites’. The purpose of this repetition was to serve as propaganda as repeatedly calling the Jews ‘parasites’[footnoteRef:28513] would cause the German public to think of the Jews in this way, effectively dehumanising them.  [28513:  Baynes, H., Norman, The Speeches of Hitler, 1-2 vols (Oxford University Press, 1942) [accessed 1st February]] 


Hitler mixed somewhat more valid arguments with the outlandish ones to make his outlandish claims appear as reasonable to the audience. For example, Hitler makes the argument that Germany is a struggling country financially and thus the wealthier countries such as the United States should take in the Jews, as they are the ones who want the Jews to have a country that they can live in. By extension this would stop the world powers from getting involved in German politics, which was in Hitler’s view unnecessary, as he stated, “France to the French, England to the English, America to the Americans, and Germany to the Germans”[footnoteRef:25623] [25623:  Baynes, H., Norman, The Speeches of Hitler, 1-2 vols (Oxford University Press, 1942) [accessed 1st February]] 


The audience to Hitler’s speech generally had an enthusiastic and supportive response, the speech also received applause and approval from many of the attendees

Conclusion
‘The Speeches of Adolf Hitler’, by Baynes is a part of the non-fiction, history, political science, and biography genres. One problem of using ‘The Speeches of Adolf Hitler’ is that it is a translation of Hitler’s speeches rather than a source in the German, which Hitler would have spoken. Baynes accurately points out the difficulty in translating German into English. Baynes found translating Hitler’s speeches difficult, because of the ‘diffuseness’ in National Socialist terminology. This means that the language used in Hitler’s speeches were often vague, ambiguous and filled with ideological jargon that was hard to correctly translate.[footnoteRef:19355] ‘The Speeches of Hitler’ could support the view of intentionalist historians as there are quotes from Hitler’s at the Reichstag on 30th January 1939 which could be interpreted as supporting this view. For example, in his speech Hitler proclaims the macabre prophecy, [19355:  Baynes, H., Norman, The Speeches of Hitler, 1-2 vols (Oxford University Press, 1942) [accessed 1st February]] 

Today I will once more be a prophet: If the international Jewish financieres in and outside of Europe should succeed in plunging the nations once more into world war, then the result will not be the Bolshevization of the earth, and thus the victory of the Jewry, but the annihilation of the Jewish race in Europe![footnoteRef:23001] [23001:  Baynes, H., Norman, The Speeches of Hitler, 1-2 vols (Oxford University Press, 1942) [accessed 1st February]
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] 

The intentionalist would use this quote to argue that Hitler intended from the start of his rule to commit the Holocaust. However, the functionalist would argue that the term annihilation did not initially mean mass murder, but rather the removal or emigration of Jews. 

In conclusion, ‘The Speeches of Adolf Hitler’ is a valuable source for information on Hitler’s speeches, however it has to be kept in mind that this source may not be fully accurate due to difficulty translating German into English.
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