Micro Teach Reflective Account

For this reflective account I have chosen to use Driscoll’s model of self-reflection (1994).
Section 1 – What?
I was given the assignment to plan and produce a 30-minute lesson of my choice to a small class of six. I decided to create a lesson on something I am very familiar with and feel like I could comfortably explain. This would be my first attempt at any sort of classroom teaching.
Section 2 – So What?
I created a detailed lesson plan with clear aims and objectives, I outlined the strategies I would be using in correspondence to the lesson timings. This was the first lesson plan I had created so it took a bit of time to understand exactly how to correctly write one. I created a PowerPoint presentation to help with my micro teach using visuals of long exposure photography, some of which being my own images because I could better explain exactly how I took them. The lesson went well in my opinion, and the learners seemed very engaged and enthusiastic about long exposure, asking lots of questions throughout. I was very nervous leading up to the micro teach. I was worried my nerves would be visible to the class and that I would talk to quickly and seem scattered. I did my best to follow a clear and concise structure throughout the lesson. I started the lesson with a brief introduction to what we would be learning that day, outlining the structure of the lesson. The first half being an introduction to long exposure with technical settings explained follow by some examples. The second half of the lesson would be me demonstrating taking a long exposure photograph, then having students come up to take their own. During the lesson, everything was going well, and according to my lesson plan. I encountered some technical difficulties during the second half, when I was conducting the demonstration, my camera would not take an image. I nearly started to panic, I tried to assess the situation and quickly realized I had not switched my camera out of auto focus, which is why it would not take an image without something in front of the lens to focus on. I switched my camera to manual focus, and carried on with the demonstration, trying to not let that short delay affect me. The students were very engaged and found it fun creating light writing images. Everybody got involved and the students got took some great looking images, the students were so impressed with what they had created that they asked me to send them the images after the lesson so that they could post them on social media. 
After the practical segment of the lesson, I followed with a Q and A to test the students' knowledge on the camera settings needed for long exposure. The students gave some good answers that showed they took in the information well. I then left some time at the end of the lesson for the students to ask any questions they may have had. 
Section 2 – Now What?
I learnt a lot from this micro teach, from preparing a lesson to keeping myself composed when things go wrong. With the feedback I have been given I now know how to make my lesson plan stronger and more third person friendly, by adding slide numbers for the PowerPoint that link to strategies used. I will implement this in my future lesson plans. My tutor noted in my feedback that it would be useful to display the learning aims and objectives on my PowerPoint for the class to see alongside me explaining them. This is something I will do in future lessons because it also keeps me on track of the purpose of the lesson. When I am conducting lessons in the future I am going to try and be more aware of how I set up the room, during my micro teach I mostly spoke to one half of the classroom when my back wasn’t turned, I could have also positioned myself better to be more visible to the entire class. It is very reassuring to see that in my feedback I have been described as calm and expressive with my passion for the subject shining through at points. This has made me less anxious about future lessons. When I experienced technical difficulties with the camera, I kept the class engaged by answering questions whilst I was sorting out the camera. This will be a useful skill that I will take into future lessons to keep the flow of conversation between myself and students, instead of having complete silence when something goes wrong. I also received feedback from my peers that were in the classroom telling me that I kept calm during the technical problems, and I composed myself well almost as if it had never happened. This has shown me that I am capable of correcting things in a professional manner when they go wrong. Something that stood out to me in my feedback from my tutor was that it would have been a good idea to get the students to watch me set up the camera equipment. This is something that would have benefitted me and the students greatly, I explained the camera settings over a PowerPoint, but I did not show the students how to change these settings on the camera body. This is something I completely missed that could have made my lesson much better. When I am creating lessons in the future, I am going to use more forms of assessment. It would have benefitted me here to have more than just Q and A’s, it could have been useful for me to include digital technology forms of assessment such as an interactive quiz, to get keep students involved and interested.
Overall, this micro teach has been a great learning milestone for me. I have learnt what I can do well as a practitioner and what I need to take on board to make my future lessons better.
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