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Evaluating Academic Sources Using the CRAAP Test (250 words)
El Quaddane et al (2025)
I found this source from google.
· Currency: This article was published in 2025 which means it’s a very up to date and recent source meaning it’s relevant today.
· Relevance: This source is highly relevant to the opportunities and challenges in the digital era of higher education and how they can succeed. This source shows how digital skills affect the motivation of students and engagement. 
· Authority: El Quaddane et al is a researcher working in higher education, so his article is very trustworthy as it shows they have knowledge in the digital era. This article was read by other experts before it was published.
· Accuracy: This source has used many references, so it shows that the information is research rather than personal opinions.  
· Purpose: The purpose of El Quaddane Et Al's article is to show readers how students using digital skills are motivated and more successful in higher education using digital skills. 
El Quaddane et al. (2025) The impact of digital skills on university students’ motivation. Educational process: international Journal.
EJ1483895.pdf
(Zou et al.,2025)
I found this source on google scholar.
· Currency: This article by Zou et al is current as it was published in 2025 which means its relevant for today's digital education as digital technology in education changes frequently. 
· Relevance: This article is very relevant as it shows information on digital learning and use of technology in the higher education. 
· Authority: This article has strong authority as its written by researchers from universities. This shows they have acknowledgment in the digital learning. The article is published in frontiers in education.
· Accuracy: The accuracy in this article by Zou et al is accurate because it uses academic research and has references from other studies. The article was checked by experts before it was published
· Purpose: the purpose of this article shows how students face challenges and opportunities in the digital era as digital technology changes frequently. 
Zou et al. (2025) challenges and opportunities of digital education in the digital era. Frontiers in Education.
Frontiers | Digital learning in the 21st century: trends, challenges, and innovations in technology integration
Synthesis of Academic Sources (150–180 words)
In both sources they both discuss the importance of digital skills in online learning. Zoe et al mentions that students need basic digital skills such as, communicating through digital tools and accessing online platforms. These skills will help students complete their work successfully online. The sources’ show that students who know digital skills and online learning are more engaged and confident learning. El Quaddane et al also suggest that students who know how to use digital technology are most likely to achieve better results. Overall, both sources share that digital skills are more affective and more successful in online education and that without online skills students may face difficulties. Zou et al (2025) focuses more on relationship with digital skills and leraning outcomes whilst El Quaddane et al (2025) mentions more about readiness and adaption to online education.
Identifying a Key Challenge and Opportunity (100–120 words)
A challenge in both sources is lack of digital skills with some students. Zou et al gives evidence that students who don’t know much about digital skills show lower academic performance in online environments. El Quaddane et al also shows that digital readiness affects students in the online learning. In both sources it's highlighted that one opportunity is linked to improved academic outcomes. Zou et al shows that students with good digital skills are more engaged in online learning. El Quaddane et al shows that students who have digital skills achieve better results.
Academic Planning for Component 2 (80–100 words)
To prepare for component 2 i will read both sources El Quaddane et al (2025) and Zou et al (2025) and understand the differences, opportunities and challenges in both sources.
Timeline
	Task
	Date/ Deadline

	Finish research
	14/02/2026

	Draft first section
	17/02/2026

	Complete first draft
	20/02/2026

	Final editing
	27/02/2026



Reference List – Component 1
Zou et al. (2025) challenges and opportunities of digital education in the digital era. Frontiers in Education.
Frontiers | Digital learning in the 21st century: trends, challenges, and innovations in technology integration

El Quaddane et al. (2025) The impact of digital skills on university students’ motivation. Educational process: international Journal.
EJ1483895.pdf



[bookmark: _Toc218876934]Component 2 – Application of Academic Skills (1,000 Word Report)
Introduction (100–150 words)
Digital learning is a form of education that supports teaching and learning in university's Online learning lets students access reading, classes, lecturers and assignments at any time. Digital learning helps students learn at their own pace and to communicate with classmates and teachers. It's important to understand the challenges and opportunities of digital tools because it helps students be successful. Not having access to online learning can make learning harder.
Challenges for Students in the Digital Era (150–200 words)
One key challenge for students in the digital era is students who isn't confident using technology will struggle to use online platforms and complete assignments which can affect their academic performance. Some students from lower-income backgrounds don't have equal access to devices, digital platforms or reliable internet so this makes it difficult. Also, students might lack motivation and engagement doing everything online and not in the classroom. Students might also struggle with digital skills such as managing platforms and finding reliable information, which is facts and not opinions, this could affect their confidence and learning in the digital era.
Opportunities in the Digital Era (150–200 words)
Students have many opportunities in the digital world. Digital skills improve with motivation and academic outcomes. Using digital skills sometimes make learning more interesting and helps students stay motivated. Digital era allows students to learn in a way that suits them such as, quizzes and videos. Research shows that students with good digital skills are more confident in taking part and do better academically. (link.springer.com) Students who know how to use technology can manage their own learning and completes tasks more easily. Online learning also allows students to learn with classmates from all over the world which gives them global learning opportunities. Digital era helps you be more successful in the future.
How Students Can Adapt to Succeed (200–250 words)
Active Learning
Active learning means being involved in learning and not just listening and reading such as using flashcards or quizzing yourself. Also, you could look at past exam questions to help learn and take notes. This will help your memory and help you understand things more. Freeman et al (2014) has studied that active learning helps students score higher in exams and succeed. Also, chi (2009) has researched that active learning helps with your memory. This will give you an opportunity to build your confidence.
Digital literacy 
Digital literacy means knowing how to use technology for learning. Strategies that could be used to improve digital literacy is to use trustworthy websites. Also, take online courses and take part in study groups online. Digital Literacy is important in digital era because you have access to websites with information. Also improve research skills by using reliable sources and not sources with misinformation. Most careers today involve strong technology skills. Students who are good with digital literacy gain more opportunities. Ng (2012) shows that students with digital skills perform better academically.
Time Management 
In digital era there are many distractions. This strategy is to stay focused and productive. Students could turn notifications that are not work related off to avoid distraction. Also, reminders are very important for when you have assignments or work with dates to be finished by. Also use specific times for the use of social media while working. Time management is important because it reduces distractions and improves focus and prevents digital burnouts which will boost students to complete tasks quicker with better quality.
Conclusion (100–150 words)
In the digital era, Students have many opportunities in the digital era and access to information online. However, there are also many challenges faced like distractions and poor time management. Student should learn to use technology wisely by staying focused and managing their screen time. By using strategies students will succeed in their studies. Positive thinking and 100% effort will help overcome any challenges students face in the digital era and will help improve academic performance.	
Reference List – Component 2
Ng,W (2012). Can we teach digital natives digital literacy? Computers & education, 59(3), pp. 1065-1078.
Freeman, s.,Eddy,S.L, Mcdonough,M.,Smith,M.K,Okoroafor,N.,Jordt,H. And wenderoth, M.P.,2014. Active learning increases student performance in science, engineering, and mathematics. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 111(23), pp.8410-8415.
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