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What is criminology?
Why would criminology appeal to a potential applicant?
What skills are required to study criminology at university?
How is criminology useful in terms of influencing policy and practice?
What employment opportunities can a criminology degree lead to?
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What is Criminology?

Criminology is the scientific study of crime. This is a simple statement; however, criminology is more complex and contested. (Case et al, 2021) 

[bookmark: _Int_84UEiZPr][bookmark: _Int_CBex7xtO][bookmark: _Int_4x0g5o9O]Criminology can appeal to different potential applicants from all walks of life, whether you are new to Criminology or studied in the past. Typically, Criminology is taught through teaching and learning. For an applicant to study Criminology at UWTSD, the staff are knowledgeable and supportive; but staff that have real world experience, not just textbooks. You can study Criminology through Scholarships, through research, asking questions, observing, testing, and analysing. You can study through debates and critique; combining all the above. (Case et al, 2021) 
You will study what the definition of a crime is, and you will view crime as a social structure. Furthermore, you will learn the Triad of Criminology. 

 The fundament principles within criminology such as Murphy’s Blocks of theory. Goyles. (2025) Classicism - BLOCK ONE: CHOICE AND DECISION MAKING- Offending is a result of biological or psychological abnormalities - BLOCK TWO: INDIVIDUAL PATHOLOGIES External influences such as community and culture - BLOCK THREE: SOCIAL PATHOLOGIES. Wider social processes such as inequality, class and power - BLOCK FOUR: CRITICAL APPROACHES and BLOCK FIVE: INTEGRATED ACCOUNT.

There are 3 different ways Criminologists count data; 1. Official crime data- From agencies who have some direct involvement in dealing with law and order issues, 2. Victimisation survey work- Crime survey for England and Wales Asks a representative sample if they have been a victim of crime in the past 12 months and lastly Self-report Surveys- Have you committed a crime in the past 12 months? There are strengths and weaknesses to all types. A strength is the Crime Survey of England and Wales (CSEW) captures the ‘dark figure of crime’, those crimes that are unreported to the police. Sadly, CSEW fails to capture victimless crimes such as prostitution and drug use. As for Police recorded crime, a strength is Police recorded statistics measure acts that are deemed to be criminal and are not reliant upon the victim’s interpretation of whether it was a crime. However, Police recorded statistics are subject to the changing priorities of government agencies, and some crimes may not be considered worthy of investigation. National Statistics. (2025)

Several skills are needed for a person to study Criminology at University. The first skill needed is to have Attention to detail. It is important for an individual to pay careful attention to detail; this is a big advantage. Criminologists often must collect and interpret large amounts of data connected to criminal profiles, crime statistics, and so on. Problem solving is key as criminologists are critical thinkers and have to have problem solving abilities, to aid them. Criminologists are often called on to help solve complex issues, for example to offer solutions to tackle rising crime rates or to find ways to improve crime data gathering or analysis. Furthermore, Criminologists need to be able to show Ability and willingness to learn, a solid knowledge of a range of other related topics and you must have the ability to act with ethics and integrity because when working in the field you might come into contact with highly sensitive information. By acting responsible with details that could affect people’s lives. Strong Communication, strong Computer Literacy skills and Effective research skills are key as Criminology is constantly evolving as crime types and trends change. An important skill to have is social awareness. This skill is often overlooked. International Career Institute. (2023).

Criminology is useful for influencing policy and practice, there has been many research studies conducted in police deviance and police corruption around the world and it is a criminologist's duty to help police by anaylsing data to help better policing in different areas but to elimate corruption in law enforcement. Studying the police deviance Typology, a study conducted by James F. Albrecht in 2017. Albrecht talks about one of the flaws which many prior studies show that many researchers have attempted to explain unacceptable police misconduct and deviant practices as a whole force rather than individuals and that there are clear distinctions across the spectrum of potential police misbehaviors. Albrecht explains that the five basic elements of police deviance are 1. Police corruption 2. Police Criminality 3. Excessive use of force 4. Abuse of authority. 5. Police misconduct. Albrecht says, “police corruption involves situations when police officers lose integrity in their professional actions and accept benefits or rewards in exchange for violating their mandated responsibilities.” (Albrecht, 2017) When police officers engage in robbery or theft. Use of excessive force involves engaging in menacing, for example, threatening with a weapon and assault, etc. Abuse of authority involves violating the legal mandate; include illegal stops, searches, and arrests. (Albrecht, 2017).

There are many different types of employment opportunities available for graduates of criminology, from working as a police officer or detective with many graduates being eligible using the fast-track course to become a detective at a faster rate. Other employment opportunities consist of being a prison officer, Civil service administrator, Community development worker, Crime scene investigator, Probation officer, social worker, Youth worker, and researchers. There are so many jobs out there which with a degree in criminology will work wonders for. With further studying with law or criminal justice you can become a solicitor, barrister, or even working in the criminal justice system. (AGCAS editors, 2024)

[bookmark: _Int_vkTmK5ze][bookmark: _Int_3zliVt0v]Thanks for watching. I hope you found this interesting. See you next time, I have been Cory Major. Goodbye.
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