Examine the importance of ‘policing by consent’ and the impact it has upon a modern-day police service
The following essay will be outlining the importance of police consent and relating it to how the police service operates at present. Firstly, outlining what this is and why it needed to be implemented which was to get the communities on the side of the police due to negative connotations placed upon them though the media with articles about police violence it is important that they are always perceived positively
There are 39 territorial police forces in England, 4 in Wales and singular police forces in Scotland and Northern Ireland, these territorial police forces are responsible for the crime reductions and protection of their respective communities. Although they may be in different areas of the United Kingdom, they all adopt the principle of ‘policing by consent’:
Home office (2012) state the concept as generally defined by the approach taken by Robert Peel, who established the Metropolitan Police in 1829, this approach was later labelled: ‘Peelian Principles’ — nine short precepts for maintaining police legitimacy and effectiveness. The nine Peelian principles are: to prevent crime and disorder, to recognise always that the power of the police to fulfil their functions and duties is dependent on public approval of their existence, to recognise always that to secure and maintain the respect and approval of the public, to recognise always that the extent to which the co-operation of the public can be secured diminishes proportionately the necessity of the use of physical force and compulsion for achieving police objectives, to seek and preserve public favour, to use physical force only when the exercise of persuasion, advice and warning is found to be insufficient, to maintain at all times a relationship with the public, to recognise always the need for strict adherence to police-executive functions and to recognise always that the test of police efficiency is the absence of crime and disorder, and not the visible evidence of police action in dealing with them. 
Source: Home office (2012) Definition of policing by consent. 
These principles continue to influence policing today and are the structure which Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary uses to assess policing. The principles outline that while preventing crime and disorder and fulfilling their duties, the respect and approval of the public should always be a priority. 
The modern-day police service follows a code of ethics outlined by the College of Policing document Police (Conduct) regulations 2012 as equality and diversity ensuring police officers act with fairness and impartiality, they only use force, when necessary, police must always abide by their forces regulations and policies. As they are sometimes expected to handle sensitive information, they must always keep this confidential and deal with these sensitive situations with the utmost respect. Must always be fit to carry out their responsibilities. They need to behave in a manner which does not undermine public confidence on or off duty and challenging their coworkers who fail to act professionally. This code of conduct bairs a slight resemblance to the Peelian principles as although worded difference uses the same ideas.
Policing by consent has been widely discussed in the media including when Home Secretary Theresa May stated in a 2015 speech that “there is an important principle at the heart of British policing – the principle of policing by consent. Labelling it as a principle we must all fight for, work for and protect. But the media coverage of the police force in the UK is not always positive as police misconduct has been seen throughout the years as well as accusation of racism and racial profiling this was a main factor in the Stephan Lawrance case. BBC News (1993) wrote at the time that Stephan was stabbed to death in an unprovoked attack where the motive was later proved to be racial. After the accused youths were acquitted the Kent Constabulary launched a probe into police conduct, which found "significant weaknesses, omissions and lost opportunities". A report carried out by the Crown Prosecution Service stated that the investigation was flawed from the start and after 18 years of campaigning by Stephans family the suspects were finally convicted in 2012. This case has been a cause for a lack of trust in the police, especially in the black communities, as it is still a sensitive issue where they feel they do not have the full support of the police to keep them safe and provide justice when needed. This introduced the Macpherson report as in 1997 Jack Straw, who was the Home Secretary at the time, announced a judicial inquiry into how this case was investigated. This investigation was led by Sir William Macpherson UK Parliament website states in a recent report (2023) titled Metropolitan Police investigation into the murder of Stephan Lawrance that the investigation was a “combination of professional incompetence, institutional racism and a failure of leadership”. 
The murder of Sarah Everard is another example of how policing by consent impacts the modern-day police force as following this case a further lack of trust and respect was experienced by the public as stated in an article by Contributor CSM (2022) describes organisational reputation as an intangible asset, which is linked directly to policing by consent. The murder was carried out by Wayne Couzens as a serving officer targeted and murdered Sarah. If the public no longer respect, supporting and co-operate with the police, the policing with consent approach is broken which is why it is so important for police officers to protect and serve their communities on and off duty and act accordingly to gain respect and trust. 
A toxic working environment is still present within the modern-day policing service this was again highlighted in a Financial Times article in 2022 of which the writer Stephan Otter formally worked as a commander in the Metropolitan Police and chief constable of Devon and Cornwall Police. In the article he wrote about his firsthand experiences from 1991 of abusive practices including his colleagues planting evidence on black youths. Following this he explained the hope he had that after landmark reports such as the Scarman inquiry into the policing of the Brixton riots in the eighties and Macpherson’s inquiry into the 1993 murder of Stephen Lawrence a change would have been made. A direct quote from the article claims “Britain pride themselves on the principle of policing by consent. If the public trust the police, they are more likely to co-operate with them. This consent has real conditions attached; when police behave badly, as they did at Charing Cross, co-operation is withdrawn.” This is dangerous to the principle as without this trust the officers face isolation from society, but more is needed than eradicating the few “bad apples” there is research to suggest a change of mindset is needed within the police force to change the police culture into a more positive one. 
However, there are some positive impressions of the police service as most respondents of the Office for National Statistics (2022) ‘Crime survey for England and Wales’ 67% answered that they felt the police were doing a good or excellent job in 2021/22 and 68% of the respondents answered this way the year before 2020/21. Although this is a high number of people showing their support for the police in their respective areas there is still room for improvement for the public to gain more confidence and trust in the police service. 
In conclusion the principle of ‘policing by consent’ is vital to the modern-day police service as it is integral to the trust that local communities place on their officers in their times of need, there will always be issues with keeping the communities safe due to issues such as the financial cutbacks as well as the diverse cultures within these communities there are so many different needs of the locals meaning  that the police force is simply over stretched meaning these communities can sometimes be without a police presence walking around. Although their weaknesses are widely documented in the media more emphasis should be placed on the good that they do every day by taking violent criminals off the street, making people feel safe. An effective way to improve their image is surveys – asking their local communities what they feel they do well and what they can improve upon. To comply with the principle of the policing with consent the police need to engage with their local communities this can be done by increasing their presence on the streets and doing talks in schools about the principal areas of concern in the local areas which could range from theft to violence, so the young people are aware of the risks and consequences. Engaging with the youth is essential right now as most of the negativity taking place on social media could lead to the youths' impressions of the police being negative based upon the videos that circulate on various websites such as Twitter and Facebook. In relation to the main principle of ‘policing by consent’ it is evident that this is still used by the modern police service.
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