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RED Activity 1: Chaucer's Readers

The earliest reference to Chaucer’s works on RED is from between the 16th and 17th centuries. It was a copy of Speght's edition of Chaucer from 1598 with notes by the reader, Gabriel Harvey. Gabriel himself was a writer born in 1545. He also read 
Juan Luis Vives’ Commentary to St Augustine De Civitate Dei, Lambert Daneau's Politicorum Aphorismorum Silva, Niccolo Machiavelli’s The Art of War, George Gascoigne’s The Posies. He also read Roman texts by Sturm, Manutius, Sigonius, Buchanan, Cicero’s On Friendship, Osorius’s On Glory, Sambucus’s Ciceronianus, Ramus’s Ciceronianus. He read books by Caesar, Varro, Sallust, Pliny, Columella. It appears to be a very extensive list of works that he read, and this is only a small number from the full list, which is unsurprising as he was a writer himself.
John Keats read two volumes of Geoffrey Chaucer’s works in March 1819, in an evening, in London.
Oscar Wilde read Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales in Reading Gaol between December 1896 and March 1897.
Mary Ann Evans, under her pseudonym of George Eliot, read the Canterbury Tales on 15 September 1866 to study English, and again on 13th January 1880.
Virginia Woolf is noted to have read Chaucer between 14th and 15th November 1938, then again between 1st and 2nd February 1939, as she had read to many recent manuscripts and wanted to go back to the classics. Finally she also read it on 28 April 1939, and mentioned that she ‘Enjoyed it.’[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Open University, UK RED Record Number: 18971 <http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/reading/UK/record_details.php?id=18971> [Accessed on 09 December 2021]] 

Catherine McMullen was a labourer who’s occupation was specifically washerwoman at a workhouse, and later became a novelist. She was born 27 June 1906. She read Chaucer from around 1926 onwards. When she wanted to become a writer, she read Elinor Glyn’s The Career of Catherine Bush, Chaucer in Middle English, as well as works by Desiderius Erasmus Rotterdamus and John Donne. She read The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire by Edward Gibbon, and Finnegan’s Wake by James Joyce. She also read Letters of Lord Chesterfield to his Son by Philip Stanhope.
I had never heard of this website before and it has opened my eyes to a whole new way of researching into the history of books. The amount of detail available from a simple search is incredible and allows me to learn so much about the types of people who read these books, why they read them and even such specific things as what they thought of the books they read. By researching readers of different occupations I can go as far as to understand what different classes had access to.
