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AIM(S)

· To develop students’ knowledge of human evolution in the broadest sense within our political, social and cultural historical past.
· To provide students tools with the tools to engage with and evaluate historical, ethno-historical, anthropological, and archaeological evidences as sources of our understanding of evolutionary development.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· demonstrate knowledge and understanding of modern behaviour in an evolutionary context;
· demonstrate knowledge and understanding of theoretical approaches and analytical methods appropriate to the study of human evolution and the application of these to a specific behavior of their choice;
· develop independent research and presentation skills.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

The module is an examination of the hominin fossil evidence, the physical anthropological record and the archaeological record associated with the earliest humans.  The course focuses on some of the behaviours considered to be exclusively human and tries to identify how, when and why they first appear in the fossil record.  The course starts with some basic principles of evolutionary theory and progresses through to a closer examination of the earlier and later hominins, such as the Australopithecines and Homo lineages, including the Neanderthals and anatomically modern Homo sapiens.  Emphasis is placed on the physical anthropology, archaeology and behavioural interpretations.  Current controversies are examined; such as the nature and timing of the emergence of modern humans.  Having plotted the lineages, the module focuses on some aspects of behaviour thought of as being exclusively human, such as bipedalism, language acquisition, tool manufacture and use, systematic hunting and gathering, and emergence of ritual behaviour.  Comparative studies with other primates and carnivores are used to assess if these behaviours are uniquely human.
	
This is a field of study that changes dramatically from year to year. Students are expected to demonstrate a good knowledge of the fossil and archaeological record and demonstrate the ability to synthesize and analyse conflicting and/or contradictory material.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

The study time for the module is divided as follows:



	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	48
	24%

	Independent learning
	152
	76%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1

	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Portfolio 
	Equivalent to 4,000 words 
	80%




Assessment Component 2

	☐	Written exam
	☐	Coursework
	☒	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Practical skills assessment
	1,000 words equivalent
	20%




Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	80%

	Practical
	20%

	TOTAL
	100%
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