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Virtual Learning Environments offer a very flexible approach on learning allowing students to learn and complete their assignment in their own time and a comfortable pace. The remote side of VLEs makes it very easy for them to schedule their other import sides of life, like family and work, around their progress in their studies.
Other benefits of VLEs include the ability to manage with ease all the diverse study activities in one shared place, where, both teacher and students, have access. This commune ground offers a virtual space that is easy to organize and administrate, where open discussions can take place to support the students in their development and allowing teachers to monitor and assess their students without any geographical limitation.
VLE application can be extended to business providing a good platform for employee training and keeping the stuff up to date with the latest standards in the specific niche of the business. Employees can attend different courses and accreditations, even outside their working hours if needed, similarly to the academic environment.
With the current world circumstances and the uncertainties raised by the CoVID-19 pandemic the application of VLEs extended and it benefits all types of education allowing the various levels of students to pursue their desired skills and knowledge.
[bookmark: _Toc81855183]Introduction
A VLE is web-based software platform used by educational institutions to support teaching and learning, allowing an easy way to share the study material, and offering a set of tools that teachers can use for student tracking and assessment. Also, the VLE structure offers an open discussion systems like messaging platforms, forums, and email to support students in their assignments and courses. 
The basic VLE system consist of a client-server architecture. The client is the web-browser, or the web-based application installed on the device. The server will be the host of the html pages or web-based resources shared via the VLE package. (Britain & Liber, 1999)
The user base of a VLE system can be, in very basic lines, divided in tutors and students. The tutors represent high level user that have access to different tools that allow the to add and modify content, while the students have limited access in what in concerns altering the information, but they can consume most of the available resources.
Tutors benefit from another functional feature offered by VLEs, which is extensibility. Some VLEs are called Moodle, specifically, because of their modular capacity offered by the user interface. “Moodle is built in a very modular fashion. New functions can be created and activated merely by dropping them into the site’s directory where all of the plug-in modules are stored. Additional languages can be added in a similar fashion. There is a constant flow of advice on the Moodle.org site on how to tweak the code to turn off a specific display element or add a new one. New functions and tweaks to old ones that are of lasting value often find their way into future versions of Moodle.” (Dougiamas, 2004)
Getting the system to its basics, it can be simply called a Content Management Systems, which, in turn, with different levels of specific added complexity, can be enhance and used in different business or scientific environments. This kind of platforms facilitate the management and organisation concepts like learning and/or working from home, which define a high percentage of people’s current reality in today’s world, characterised by the CoVID-19 pandemic. 
[bookmark: _Toc81855184]Rationale
The reason of this research is to determine to human perspective in using VLEs system by addressing multiple choice questions to a selected group of people composed some of colleges in course, after using, experiencing, and assessing the Moodle we use at our university. Based on the diverse human perspective on the use, benefits and downside of this specific module, the report is going to conclude on the impact of VLEs in education and the potential extension of the use in other areas of life.
[bookmark: _Toc81855185]Research Objectives
The objective of the current report is The Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on student's learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David.
This report should provide an understanding and conclude how does the Moodle used by the University facilitate and helps students with their learning seen from the actual student’s perspective.
[bookmark: _Toc81855186]Literature Review/Review of the existing literature
[bookmark: _Toc81855187]“A VLE application gaining in popularity is ‘Google Apps for Education’, with Kannarik (2014) stating that it ‘will take them (students) one step closer to living and thriving in a virtual world, not just while they are students here, but after graduating as well’”. (Kannarik, 2014 )
“It is clear that VLE can be adapted to incorporate specialized content to draw its strengths and to boost the learning competencies of learners. A case study in Finland which compared traditional lecture-based instruction with VLE on the subject of occupational safety was conducted. This study used a form of VLE called Virtu, which consisted of 2 main features: an E-textbook for studying theory and doing exercises, and a “virtual enterprise” consisting of 1) visits to the enterprise and 2) description of the enterprise in simulation form. The analysis results indicated that students who learned via VLE required less study time and achieved higher scores than those using traditional learning methods. Students thought that Virtu did not provide too much information and they were able to control the speed of studying by themselves. Compared to traditional lectures, this group of students viewed the best part of the program as being the group work. They felt it brought the subject closer to real life and they were confident in the quality of the content. Although they studied in different sections, they received the same quality of teaching. As for the use of time, VLE was found to be more timesaving and provide more effective learning” (Koskela, et al., 2005)
“Etherington reported on the success of using a problem-based learning approach in teaching primary science, stating that it had replaced the traditional content-driven syllabus in 2010 for an evaluated group in New South Wales. It was also discovered that the PBL course had a positive impact on pre-service teachers' motivation to teach scientific ideas within a real-world context.” (Etherington, 2011)
As a conclusion to the literature review of the articles, it is clear that VLEs enhance the learning results of the students and also stimulates self-teaching.
Research Methodology
The research in this report was conducted through the completion of an electronic survey completed by the students. The questioner can be found in the Appendix of this document.
The ten questions in the form are manly structure with a multiple-choice answer, excluding a couple that only allow two answers. The last question asks the participants the rate VLE from 1 to 5, where 5 is the highest. 
Based on the last question The report will qualify the VLE systems. The report will quantify the human experience of using VLE and the perceived learning impact based on the other questions.  
The questionnaire was completed by 12 students that are currently engage in long distance/part time studies.
The participating students to the study will be kept anonyms.
[bookmark: _Toc81855188]Results/Findings
All participants agree unanimously that in the current challenging context of the world and the impact of the pandemic on actively pursuing education, VLEs are extremely useful.
Based again on the agreement off all the participants of the study, VLE systems raise the student’s confidence in independent learning, potentially, even encouraging them to pursue self-teaching materials online.
And again, in compete agreement, participants find attending discussions with their fellow students through the online platforms highly enjoyable.
When asked about how easy they feel it is to access their assignment information through the Moodle, they all answered that they find it very easy.
Although all subjects agree that is important to access Moodle even outside the class hours to be able to keep up with their learning, they perceive the level of importance slightly different, but always at the high end of the spectrum as per the below chart.

They all feel inspired by having access to all the resources through the Moodle at any time, wherever they are according to the provided answers.
According to this study, all the subjects prefer online classes to traditional face-to-face courses, potentially due to the current pandemic situation or maybe due to their personal circumstances around work and family.
Although they feel very confident about the impact of VLE on their education all participating students to the study consider themselves novices in using the system.
And, again, unanimously, the are all in agreement that they are very likely to recommend the use of VLEs to their families and friends.
All of students that have participated to the study rank VLE systems very highly with an outstanding average ranking of 4.9 out of five, as per the below graph is showing.
[bookmark: _Toc81855189]
Conclusion and Recommendation
In the context of the current circumstances, mainly due to the mobility and flexibility of this use, VLEs are welcomed as the main method of study, compared with a few years, when the online support was used mainly to complement the traditional education.
Created initially to support the people who opted for long distance education, Virtual Learning Environment was adapted to be a complementary toll to the traditional education, further evolving now, in our learn and work from home environment, into the main tool for our education.
The reception of VLEs is highly positive in the student communities, supporting them, and giving them a stabile way to pursuit their education journey.
The Moodle platform is gaining in popularity and will evolve facilitating a better study experience. Although the pandemic has a negative impact all around us, it also pushes us to find alternatives to satisfy our needs, and education is one of the main ones. This will push developers and didactic personal to find new alternatives to ensure teaching, and, with the ever-growing technological evolution, is hard to see any limits and what can be achieved.
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E-Form Survey Questionnaire:
1. Do you think that VLE is useful during these challenging times?
Extremely useful
Very useful
Somewhat useful
Not so useful
Not at all useful
[bookmark: _Toc81855192]Question Title
2. Using the VLE makes you more confident in your independent learning?
Yes
No
[bookmark: _Toc81855193]Question Title
3. Do you enjoy participating in online discussions with other students?
Always
Usually
Sometimes
Rarely
Never
[bookmark: _Toc81855194]Question Title
4. Do you find it easier to access assignment information through Moodle?
Very easy
Easy
Neither easy nor difficult
Difficult
Very difficult
[bookmark: _Toc81855195]Question Title
5. How important you believe accessing Moodle is outside the classes hours in order to keep up with your learning?
Extremely important
Very important
Somewhat important
Not so important
Not at all important
[bookmark: _Toc81855196]Question Title
6. Do you feel more inspired having all the course resources, Power Point, Microsoft Teams, etc available on your Moodle?
Yes
No
[bookmark: _Toc81855197]Question Title
7. Do you prefer having an online class or a face to face one?
Online class
Face to face
[bookmark: _Toc81855198]Question Title
8. Are you a novice or an expert in using VLE?
Novice 
Expert
None of the above
Other (please specify)
[bookmark: _Toc81855199]Question Title
9. Would you recommend VLE to your family or friends?
Very likely
Likely
Neither likely nor unlikely
Unlikely
Very unlikely
[bookmark: _Toc81855200]Question Title
10. How would you rate VLE from a scale of 1 to 5, 5 being the highest?
1
2
3
4
5

How important you believe accessing Moodle is outside the classes hours in order to keep up with your learning?

How would you rate VLE from a scale of 1 to 5, 5 being the highest?	Qty	

Extremly Important	Very Important	3	9	
How would you rate VLE from a scale of 1 to 5, 5 being the highest?

How would you rate VLE from a scale of 1 to 5, 5 being the highest?	Qty	
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