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[bookmark: _GoBack]Over the course of this assignment the importance of learning environments will be explored alongside the support that they offer to primary school learners. The use of educational visits as a learning environment will also be discussed with a range of learning opportunities and experiences that are offered to the learners. Administering this opportunity can be valuable as it provides a range of benefits such as the enhancement of social and personal skills and emotional development (National Justice Museum, 2019).

Learning environments can be formed both inside and outside of the classroom as the learning environment is the location of the learning. The traditional learning environment is considered to be the classroom which is continuously changing in order to increase the engagement from the learners and improve the quality of learning. This is supported by Dixie (2003) who claims that the condition of the classroom can have dramatic effect on the quality of learning that takes place within and suggests that it is beneficial to create a feeling of space within the classroom.  As a result, the outdoors can effectively be utilised as a learning environment. Taking learning beyond the classroom is highlighted by Department for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills (2015) who suggest that learners should be provided the opportunity to experience activities both indoors as well as outdoors. When the outdoors is utilised as a learning environment, it increases the learners’ persistence, their understanding and their engagement within activities (Porter, 2018).  Some schools have taken a whole school approach to use the outdoors as a learning environment which is embodied in forest schools. This originated in Denmark and inspired schools in the United Kingdom (UK) to adopt the approach in later years. However, the true ethos of forest schools has not be adopted in the UK as this approach is child led and not bound to a curriculum. All schools are able to take advantage of the natural environment both within their local areas and also through the use of educational visits. Introducing learners to a new or outdoor environment that they most likely have not experienced before can capture their natural curiosity that all learners possess which in turn will increase the learners’ participation within the activities (Grigg, 2010).  With the increased level of participation there is the potential to develop a deeper understanding of the skills surrounding the activities. Donaldson (2015) believes that an effective learning environment must be rich and stimulating for the learners therefore allowing experimentation and exploration of resources and actively collaborate with one another. These elements of an effective environment can be applied to any location such as the outdoors and an educational visit not just confined to the classroom.

Alongside a learning environment being rich and stimulating for learners it should also be inclusive and positive. This is emphasised with the introduction of the Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act where its aim is to achieve an education system that is fully inclusive whereby learners have equal access to education and are enabled to become involved and benefit from learning (Welsh Government, 2017). With the introduction of this new document it suggests that learners, particularly those with additional learning needs will be provided the opportunity to take full advantage of the skills and benefits that are available through a learning environment. When the leaners experience a safe and inclusive environment it can provide the opportunity for the learners to take risks that have been calculated by the practitioner beforehand. This allows the learner to feel as if they are taking a risk may result in a deeper understanding of their emotions and how certain actions make the learner feel. Gill (2007) recognises that young children prior to adolescence are experiencing less freedom due to an increase in adult control which limits the risks learners undertake. Therefore, this highlights the value of a safe and inclusive learning environment from the perspective of the learners as there is less adult control in the environment. Due to this new-found freedom it can result in new experiences for the learners. This is encouraged by Montessori (1959) who theories that learners are continuously learning and absorbing knowledge and the knowledge the learner absorbs is dependent on the learners’ experiences both inside and outside the classroom.
 
The intention of educational visits is to take learners beyond the classroom and their normal environment in order to enhance the learning (Lincolnshire County Council, 2018). Introducing the learners to a new environment is adhered to by Claxton and Lucas (2009, p.5) whose idea of learning “goes well beyond, the kinds of organised instruction that takes place in classrooms.” Transferring the learning to the outdoors through the use of educational visits provides multiple benefits for the learners. These benefits include opportunities to develop the learners’ emotional growth and positively affect their well-being which can be difficult for some learners as emotions are not always physically shown by leaners (Council for Learning Outside the Classroom, 2019). Among the advantages of educational visits, there is opportunity for learners to further their cognitive development. This is theorised by Piaget (1936) who claims that learners further develop their cognitive development through interacting with the environment. Through the interaction with the environment it provides the learners with first-hand experiences which are encouraged by Estyn (2014) who strongly believe that this is the best method of developing the learning in any environment. In order to ensure that learners are provided the opportunity to take advantage of the skills and benefits offered by an educational visit appropriate planning must be carried out. During the planning the practitioner is able to design the activities and select an appropriate location whilst considering the learners needs. This also provides opportunity for Mallow’s hierarchy of needs (1948, cited in McLeod, 2018) to be implemented as this is a powerful tool in allowing the learners to recognise their full potential. He suggests that learners are required to feel safe and secure in an environment prior to achieving a range of outcomes. Nevertheless, as observed by Ofsted (2008) the aims of educational visits are often not clear especially within primary schools and this needs to change in order for educational visits to be utilised effectively.


The selected location for the educational visit is Tywyn beach, Gwynedd. The beach as a learning environment offers unique experiences and opportunities to support learning. The unique opportunities are evident with the beach having communities surrounding the learning environment, creating further subjects to be embedded within a number of activities. This location is ideal for learners to gain a deeper understanding of the environment through interactions and first-hand experiences for learners in both the Foundation Phase (FP) and Key Stage 2 (KS2). First-hand experience is emphasised by Isaacs (2013) who states that learners discover the world around them and build upon information compared to traditional pedagogy of the classroom. Learners within both the FP and KS2 will benefit from this approach more so the learners from KS2 as it is taking the learning beyond the structured teaching of the classroom where first hand experiences are limited. This location is well suited to an educational visit due to the facilities offered with appropriate areas to have lunch as well toilets available for the learners. The beach is easily accessible and allows all learners to take advantage of the new learning environment. The beach is also a twenty-minute walk from the school therefore eliminating the need for transport. Tywyn beach has rich history with it being a popular tourist destination since the nineteenth century and proudly held the title of being a blue flag beach for many years. In order to be a blue flag beach, certain criteria have to be achieved which involves the following being to a high standard: safety, environmental management, water quality and environmental education (Blue Flag, 2018). Despite this, as reported by BBC (2019) this year Tywyn beach has lost its blue flag status therefore making a unique location for an educational visit as it is a rare occurrence for beaches to lose such a prestigious title. 

The loss of the blue flag at Tywyn beach provides many learning opportunities to support the leaning of those in both the FP and KS2. The opportunities can be utilised through a cross curricular approach which is adhered to by Barnes (2015) who states that the approach can be used to develop an increase in standards. The leaners are able to explore the reasons behind the loss of the flag which incorporates skills form both the Science and Geography curriculum. This can then act as a stepping stone to current issues currently being discussed such as plastic pollution in the sea. This will result in learners fulfilling one of the aim objectives of new curriculum which desires learners to be ethically informed citizens of the world with the awareness of the dangers facing the planet (Donaldson, 2015). Through the learners becoming informed citizens of the world it will develop the core skill of the educational visit which is to “observe and ask question about a place, environment or a geographical issue” (DCELLS, 2008b p.13). This will also naturally include the Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) theme of the natural environment with the opportunity for the exploration of the climate change theme. Besides this, before the learners are able to take advantage of an educational visit there are protocols that need to be followed. The protocols involve carrying out a risk assessment of the location in order to identify any dangers to the learners and methods how to minimise and overcome the dangers need to be established. The Health and Safety Act ensures that all employees who organise an educational visit should implement a risk assessment procedure when planning activities. Risk assessment is one of many protocols that need to be considered in relation to any educational visit with consideration needed towards letters, medical forms, contact information and the ratio of learners to the number of additional adults.  

This educational visit shall be centred around the theme of plastic pollution in the sea which shall be introduced prior to the educational visit. Through this theme the learners are enabled to carry out investigations into geography in the news, a skill emphasised within the curriculum (DCELLS, 2008b). This is a current issue facing the welfare of the planet with Worldwide Welfare Fund (2019) reporting that eight million tonnes of plastic are disposed of in the sea. Consequently, this results in thousands of animals and habitats being affected which has influenced 187 countries to move towards combating the issue (Plastic Pollution Collection, 2019). Many skills across the curriculum can be developed during the activities surrounding the theme of a cross curricular approach is adopted as the approach provides more opportunities when based around a topic such as plastic pollution. This is displayed with the learners consolidating their prior knowledge on habitats as they can apply the knowledge to this theme and consider the human impact on habitats situated within the sea. Another skill that shall see improvement is the learners’ social skills as Estyn (2014) carried out a survey at a beach school where this learning environment often used and found that the majority of learners themselves said that their social skills have improved. In summary, this educational visit will cover a range of subjects from the current KS2 curriculum including: science, geography, music as well as art and design. Alongside these subjects’ cross curricular responsibilities will be considered through the incorporation of literacy, numeracy and digital competence. 

The year three class in North Rock Primary School shall be attending the educational visit to the beach. Altogether there are twenty-four learners in the class with a range of learning abilities. The learners will be working in mixed ability groups for all the activities surrounding the educational visit which will allow the learners to assist one another within the tasks. In contrast, this method of grouping is contrasted by Vygotsky (1978) who believes that the most learning takes place when tasks are differentiated and are not too challenging nor too easy for the learners allowing the learners to find their Zone of Proximal Development. One learner within in the class has an emotional and behaviour need resulting in an additional adult working one to one with learner in order to assist any behavioural issues that arise. Meanwhile, the other learners met shall be met with appropriately challenging tasks and additional adults to support the learners and provide scaffolding when needed. As emphasised by Outdoor Education Advisors Pannel (2018), the current ratio of adult to children is one to eight which has been considered when grouping the learners for each activity. 

Prior to the educational visit the learners will develop their knowledge and understanding on plastic with an introductory lesson to introduce the theme of plastic pollution. Developing the learners’ understanding of plastic will provide a good foundation of understanding which can assist the learners to build upon their prior knowledge. This will be achieved by the learners participating in an experiment to observe what happens to materials when placed in water: paper, a bottle cap, a carrier bag and a sugar cube. When using their observational skills, the learners will gain a deeper understanding that plastic is non-biodegradable, causing harm to the environment, leading to plastic pollution. During this experiment, the learners will work in mixed ability groupings. As suggested by Vygotsky (1978), learners should be provided additional support when required by a knowledgeable other which can be achieved by learners of higher attaining supporting learners of lower attaining. Later, the practitioner will consolidate the scale of the issue through the use of virtual reality (VR) goggles. However, it is important the learners are able to experience the scenes enhancing the importance of the educational visit as Palmer (2006) insists that technology cannot substitute for real life experiences. Nevertheless, the use of VR goggles can stimulate the learners to ask and answer questions. This can lead to learners identifying possible solutions for this global issue which can result in the learners being aware of the consequences for human actions. The educational visit will then be introduced during the plenary through the use of a letter received from David Attenborough. This will ask the learners to for help in the battle against plastic pollution in their local area (appendix).

Before the educational visit takes place, it is important the parents are guardians are informed about the visit through the use of letters (appendix). This letter will encourage appropriate clothing to be worn, state lunch arrangements and the date of the visit. Risk assessments of the beach will have also been considered (appendix). This is an important protocol that needs to be adhered to and Rausand (2013) highlights that all members of the team need to be aware of the risks in this instance all additional adults will be provided with a hard copy of the assessment. It is important that one adult attending the visit is a first aider in preparation for any emergencies where medical attention is required. Another vital consideration that is to ensure that all additional adults attending the visit have a valid Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate. As suggested by Outdoor Education Advisors Panel (2017), “Individuals who engage in regulated activity with young people or vulnerable adults should undergo an enhanced DBS check.”


On the day of the educational visit, the learners shall be gathered in the classroom where the morning register and head count will take place. The learners will then begin their twenty- minute walk over to the beach led by the teacher and supervised by the additional adults. Upon arrival at the location another head count will take place to ensure all learners arrived safely. The leaners will then be dispersing into mixed ability groups that have been previously decided in order to allow more time for the activities. There will be one adult supervising each group as following the recommended ratio of one adult per eight learners (OEAP, 2017 ratio). Each group will have a different itinerary to follow as the groups will be carousel through three activities during the visit. Plans of each of the activities will also be provided to the additional adults in order to provide assistance to any learners if needed (appendix). 

Activity one
Learners will work in pairs and participate in a litter picking activity in a designated area of the beach. One learner will use a litter picker to dispose of the plastic whilst the other learner makes a tally of the number of items disposed. 


Activity two
Learners shall be provided an iPad each and instructed to take photos of any plastic pollution that they can see on the beach. Once the learner has taken photos of the pollution the learners will import the images into the app photo splash. Using the app, the learners will colour in the entire image except the areas where they identify plastic pollution. 

Activity three 
The third activity involves the learners constructing musical instrument from recycled materials and the natural resources that surround them on the beach. After the learners have made their musical instruments then the group will work together in and compose a song based around the theme of plastic pollution and how it can be reduced.  

After the educational visit the learners will participate in a further activity surrounding the theme of plastic pollution. This session will allow the practitioner to assess the learning that took place on the visit through the use of questioning. According to DCELLS (2008c), formative assessment such as questioning allows practitioners to highlight the learners’ achievements and encourages targets to be made to allow learners to progress in their learning. The main activity for this lesson will encourage the learners to be creative as the learners will be creating an endangered animal that is affected by plastic pollution using recycled materials. This will consolidate the learners understanding of plastic and be able to see how it can be used creatively and highlight that human actions with the material has resulted in the pollution of the sea. Leaners being able to use recycled materials is encourage within the creative development document (DCELLS, 2008a). After the leaners have constructed their endangered animals then the app ‘Mofo’ will be used to allow the creation to speak to the learners. Using this app, the learners will record a message encouraging people to recycle and to reduce plastic pollution in the sea.

In conclusion, the beach is an ideal location for an educational visit due to the many skills it can potentially develop depending on the theme and the activities as well as the wider skills of new curriculum proposed by Donaldson (2015). The location also offers a range of first-hand experiences which has been proven to be very beneficial to supporting the learning. Overall educational visits also provide the opportunity for learners to experience the outdoors and according to White (2014) this should be experienced by the age of seven. Moreover, using an educational visit or the outdoors as a learning environment is a powerful tool to support the learning and should be inclusive for the learners.   
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