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This essay looks at the way British governments and the political positioning of the leading political parties exert power over the British public. It will look at the ideologies of the labour and conservative parties and the discourses around their outlook on the homelessness issue addressing ‘Post truth’ politics and the affect this has on the public’s outlook on the homeless. This essay will look at the way homeless people are being penalised for being vulnerable, which in turn can see hate crimes against them rising and look at the lack of equality they have when compared to other groups. This essay will consider how government cuts to council funding affect the homeless and how the current legislation is falling short on a solution to their plight, including protective legislation and other legislations which are failing this vulnerable group by not protecting the health and well being of them, nor their housing issues.
[bookmark: _Hlk531091807]The British government is made up of political authorities that have been elected into government by the people of the land (Giddens and Sutton, 2017), this sees officials appointed due to their experience and qualifications, politicians are appointed to oversee the implementation of policies (Giddens and Sutton, 2017).  The two main political voting systems are the ‘first past the post’ and proportional representation systems and these can be used to elect members of Parliament. Citizens aged 18 and above can vote which gives them their say on the formation of the government (Parliament U.K,2018) 
The first past the post voting system is where people can cast a vote to the candidate of choice that they feel that represents their views, the candidate that gets the highest number of votes wins (Parliament U.K,2018). This does not always represent what the British people want, a more proportional system like they have in Sweden (Swedish Institute, 2018) would mean a fairer system. 

[bookmark: _Hlk531093114]The main purpose of government is to control the population and to protect the people's rights (Giddens and Sutton,2017). Government should solve as many collective problems as they can, but these politicians are humans with power, and power can be misused (Giddens and Sutton, 2017).  The philosopher John Locke said that the main purpose of government should be to protect the people's natural rights, he said that the sovereignty, that being the king of the time, should not have absolute power, power without limits, that would deprive people of their natural rights (Tuckness,2016). He suggested that if there was no government, people's rights would be taken away from them. He suggested people made an agreement, a social contract and create a government amongst themselves to rule over them and protect their rights, thus agreeing to seek consent by the laws that are created by the government (Tuckness, 2016). 
So, government controls and puts into place polices of law that people must abide by, this in itself takes away freedom by gives security (Tuckness,2016). But do all the laws fit all? One law might protect the majority of the people but often there are a minority that a law does not protect (O’Cinneide,2012) . There are some people that are opposed to government, Anarchism advocates self-governing societies with non-hierarchies that oppose authority, and this can be seen as a far-left ideology (Marshall,2007). Philosopher Robert Nozick backs up this theory by discussing the minimal state in his book Anarchy, State, and Utopia (Mack, 2018) and French politician Pierre Josef Proundhound was the first person to announce himself an anarchist when he held parliament after the French revolution, although he believed in free markets (Proudhon, 2007)

Two main leading UK government parties can be seen as, the currently in government, Conservative party and the opposing Labour Party (Guardian News,2007). There are other parties, for example the Green party and the Liberal Democrats, but the two main parties can be seen as the Conservatives and the Labour Party (Guardian News, 2017). The Labour Party are historically cantered left-wing with political ideas of a higher spending on welfare and the redistribution of income from the rich to the poor through taxation (Holborn, Burrage, Langley 2009). With historic links to trade unions and their financial support, they are a democratic socialist party that have an active role in economic prosperity and the provision of social services (Wrigley, 2009). New Labour, under prime minister Tony Blair, brought a number of acts into power, including The Human Rights Act (U.K Government,1998) and Equality Act (U.K Government,2010). The current leader of the labour party is Jeremy Corbyn who is popular with the younger voters (Labour,2018).
The Conservative party can be seen as centered right-wing, they can be seen to spend lower levels on welfare and support low taxations (Whiteley, Seyd,,Richardson, Jeremy,1994). Historically, under the leadership of Margaret Thatcher, they reduced welfare programs, increased privatization of state-owned industries, and sold off council houses(Whiteley, Seyd, Richardson, Jeremy,1994).. Theresa May, the current prime minister, stepped into the leadership when David Cameron resigned in 2016, beforehand she had been secretary of state for the home office and had advocated limited Immigration (Conservatives,2018) .
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Foucault (1926-1984) talks about power and the development of discourse thus:
 ‘We must cease once and for all to describe the effects of power in negative terms: it ‘excludes’, it ‘represses’, it ‘censors’, it ‘abstracts’, it ‘masks’, it ‘conceals’.  In fact power produces; it produces reality; it produces domains of objects and rituals of truth.  The individual and the knowledge that may be gained of him belong to this production’ (Foucault 1991: 194)
And also that:
‘Discourses are not once and for all subservient to power or raised up against it…  We must make allowances for the complex and unstable process whereby a discourse can be both an instrument and an effect of power, but also a hindrance, a stumbling point of resistance and a starting point for an opposing strategy.  Discourse transmits and produces power; it reinforces it, but also undermines and exposes it, renders it fragile and makes it possible to thwart’ (Foucault 1998: 100-1)
Labour’s ideology is of a country, Britain, with equality. It promotes the core values of social justice, opportunities for all, and values of equality (Labour, 2018). It promotes the idea of the government investing its wealth in giving everybody equal opportunities, investing in social housing, education, and restoring the NHS (Labour, 2018). High on its agenda are Social Security and looking after the disabled and the elderly that fall on hard times. Labour acknowledges that the housing system is at an all-time low and that money needs to be spent on it due to the 'crisis of supply and a crisis of affordability (labour, 2018). They promote the reduction in the gap between the rich and poor, support laws on minimum wage, working hours and conditions of working, and support trade unions (Labour, 2018). Labour is currently the largest party in the Welsh Assembly, forming the main party in the current Welsh Government (Welsh Labour, 2018) which might be why we can see such legislation as the Social Services and Well-Being Act (Wales) (U.K Government,2014) being brought in, as this act can be seen as being more person centred. Contrastingly, the current government, the Conservative party, has an ideology that can be seen as the opposite to Labour (Dommett,K 2014). They support cuts to benefits, police forces and encourage the of privatisation of the health care system (Macleod, 2018). The party can be seen promoting individualism, with people taking responsibility for their actions and situations. They like security and social order, even if this is at the expense of freedom, equality, and human rights (Whiteley, Seyd, Richardson, Jeremy 1994). They strive for order, hierarchical structures and leadership. With a history of privatisation, Margaret Thatcher limited the power of the trade unions and the workers’ rights they stood for. The current Conservative government in the UK is seen to be leaving the European single market in order to limit the amount of immigration (Jones, 2016).
 
Post truth politics, based on political ideologies, have seen ‘opinions’ over taking actual facts and some people are taking what politicians are telling them at face value (Keyes,2004). This sees ambiguous statements being made to the public that are not entirely true but fall short of a lie “Dishonesty inspired more euphemisms on copulation or deflection" (Keyes, 2004) desensitising people to its implications. The run up to the referendum on leaving Europe could be seen using post truth about immigration and more money for the NHS (Branch,2017). With The internet and world-wide-web being accessible but not governed, all sorts of information can be sent out to the people. Historically, Josef Goebbels, Reich minister of propaganda for Hitler said that "think of the press as a giant keyboard on which the government can play" and "if you repeat a lie often enough people will believe it and you will even come to believe it yourself" (Trueman,2018). The power propaganda in Nazi Germany caused a discourse and played a part in thousands of people being murdered through genocide (Trueman,2018).  The press and social media, then, play a big part in how people’s views are shaped, showing ‘fly on the wall’ programs like Benefit Britain can portray unemployed people supposedly ‘living it up’ on the tax-payers money (Jones,2016). Post truth is creating a discourse in which non-factual information is being believed as it is presented in the way of facts. The oxford dictionary entry for post truth is “post-truth is the public burial of “objective facts” by an avalanche of media “appeals to emotion and personal belief” (Oxford University Press ,2018). The position of each political party is linked to its discourse on identity politics and therefore how the party sees social groups such as the homeless. Therefore, how we see these groups is through their perspective via the press and social media
[bookmark: _Hlk531192124]In the U.K, the homeless can be seen as one of the most excluded groups (Tipple & Speak, 2009) and not having a home or permanent residence leaves this group of people vulnerable and at a disadvantage to others in society (Tipple & Speak, 2009). Because of their circumstances they are unable to have a job, receive post or open a bank account which leaves them at a disadvantage to people who have a home. The annual report The Homelessness Monitor for England (The Joseph Rowntree Foundation,2018), which is funded by leading charities Crisis (Crisis, 2018) and the Josef Rountree Foundation (The Josef Rountree Foundation2018), highlights the impact recent Conservative policy and economic developments have had on the homeless. It outlines how councils are unable to house people because of "a decline in social housing spiralling rents and welfare cuts" under the Conservative government the (Josef Rountree Foundation,2018). Currently, some landlords are worried and reluctant to rent to people that have been homeless and are now on welfare, due to the fear that theses tenants will struggle financially and be unable to pay rent and bills. This leads to fewer housing options for the homeless Jones,2016). Furthermore, the post 2007 economic and housing market recession has had a profound knock-on effect on homelessness (The Homelessness Monitor Wales, 2017) and people are being forced into a homeless status as a result of having nowhere to go. In Wales “During April to June 2018, 2,424 of households were threatened with homelessness within 56 days” (Welsh Government Homeless Statics, 2018). This Year the Conservative government pledged to put an end to homelessness and brought out The Homelessness Reduction Act, 2017 (U.K Government,2017), which came into force in England in April 2018. This act is aimed at local councils, so they can provide support and help for homeless people. The act brings into force the entitlement of help to be given us soon as people are threatened with homelessness (U.K Government, 2017). Although it can be seen as a step in the right direction, leading charities Crisis and the Josef Rountree foundation, in their annual homeless monitoring report (Josef Rountree Foundation,2018), say that there still  'remain structural issues driving homelessness' such as access to social housing where there are significant shortages in housing, more social housing is needed to be built. The current conservative governments Homelessness Reduction Act (2017) 
In contrast to this legislation, some councils have policies to remove homeless people. Under the Corby Borough Council’s Rough Sleeper Policy,(2017):
‘Local authorities ‘and the Police have a wide range of powers not related to eviction, which may be of relevance to some unauthorised encampments. These include actions against antisocial behaviour (including fires, which should be reported to the Fire Service), noise, waste and fly tipping, and breaches of planning control’. 
                            (Corby Borough Council’s Rough Sleeper Policy, 2017: 7.4 Available Power) 
[bookmark: _Hlk531204534]This includes anti-vagrancy laws and can be used against homeless people. A Damming report by the UN expert in extreme poverty and human rights, Philip Alston, following a 12day tour of the UK in November 2018 (BBC News, 2018)., talks about the UK government’s politicians being “in a state of denial” over the suffering and the “Poverty causing 'misery' that has resulted from cutting the welfare system in the UK (BBC News, 2018). He talks about the system failing a lot of people and that changes to benefits, as in universal credit and cuts to local government funding, are part of the problem.  Out of touch ministers when meeting with Philip Alison told him that “things are going well and that they didn’t see a problem and are happy the way their policies are playing out” (BBC News, 2018). With the delay in Universal Tax Credits taking up to 5 to 12 weeks more people can face homelessness. In face of the facts delivered by Philip Aston’s Report, the spokesperson for the department of work and Pensions said “we completely disagree with this analysis” (BBC,2018). 
[bookmark: _Hlk531204974]Labour’s discourse considers how the Conservatives have failed to fix the housing crisis and how under the Conservative government rough sleeping has risen since 2010 (labour, 2018). Labour promises to establish a Department for Housing that will give councils power to build the 'homes local community need'. In order to tackle rough sleeping, it promises to make 8000 affordable homes available to people who have a history of homelessness (labour, 2018). This scheme is like the new system used in the United States and northern Europe where the houses are a mixture of ‘move-on’, temporary housing which sees the homeless and people from hostels housed in starter homes (labour, 2018). Shadow Secretary of State for housing, John Healey MP, said “The rising number of people sleeping on the streets and on park benches shames us all. There can be no excuses – we can end it and we must. Homelessness shames us all but should shame Conservative Ministers most. It is direct consequence of decisions made by the Tories on housing, and on funding for charities and councils.” (labour, 2018). Recent conservative discourse and ideology has meant that waiting lists for housing get higher and while social housing stock lowers (Crisis, 2018). The 2014-bedroom tax has seen social housing tenants penalised for having a spare room and are forced to pay more rent or are being made to move somewhere smaller, which leaves some people with no other options than to be come homeless (Jones, 2018). 
With the Conservatives’ new homeless act coming into force, it seems that the real problem ls that there is not enough money being spent on social housing (Shelter, 2018). The charity Shelter say that political parties promises that spending on housing will be a priority are, as of yet, not being fulfilled, the demand for houses is not being met and only half the amount that are needed are being built each year. This does not take into account the demand for housing and long waiting lists that are growing due bedroom taxes and rises in rents. People are being forced into debt and forced to live in unsuitable conditions due to their situations (Shelter, 2018). The real problem is that social housing was sold off under the right to by scheme brought in by Margaret Thatcher’s Conservative government, and the majority of social housing was not replaced which has had a massive effect on homelessness in Britain (Shelter, 2018). Housing charity Shelter was opposed to the ‘right to buy’ policy from the start and said that “the concern was that we’d be selling off these homes at a discount and that the proceeds that were raised wouldn’t actually be reinvested in building replacement social homes, and in fact turned out to be reality (Jones, 2016). With cuts to housing benefit that came into force in April 2017 and the new universal credit seeing 18 to 21-year-olds losing their automatic entitlement to housing benefit (Crisis, 2018), Crisis have said that a number of young people will become homeless because they are unable to live at home due to home life situations which will leave them vulnerable and unable  to navigate the complex system (Crisis , 2018). Hate crime towards homeless people is increasing since the referendum on Brexit. The Homeless report by Homeless Link says that: 
“The increase in reported incidents of hate crime in the UK following the EU Referendum in July 2016 has been dramatic. Incidents motivated by hostility towards individual characteristics such as race, religion, sexuality, disability or transgender” (Homeless Link, 2016)
All of these are protected characteristics highlighted in the Equality Act 2010 but is seems that this piece of legislation is not protecting the homeless that have these characteristics. In an article by the guardian newspaper headlined ‘Liverpool mayor: Rough sleepers should be protected’, Joe Anderson the mayor of Liverpool talks about how rough sleepers should be a "protected category". In a letter to the home secretary, Sajid Javid, he went on to say that people who sleep rough "face ongoing risks above and beyond most other groups"(BBC News, 2018).  He added that ‘Attacks on people sleeping rough should be treated as hate crimes’. 
In 2010, the then Labour Government brought out The Equality Act (U.K Government, 2010), this Act emerged from The White paper ‘Framework for the fairer future’ (2008), its aim would be to put in measures to tackle inequalities in Britain. The Act would replace and simplify previous anti-discrimination law with a single Act bringing the law up to date (U.K Government 2010). The Equality Act sets out a framework to protect against ‘Direct and indirect discrimination, harassment and victimization’ with in everyday settings (U.K Government, 2010). The Equality act 2010 has the same goals as major E.U. Equality treatment directives (U.K Government, 2010) and sets out the law to protect against discrimination and to set out the rights of people in the United Kingdom with Northern Ireland being exempted. There are nine characteristics that are protected by the Equality act, these being: age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage or civil partnership (in employment only), pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex and sexual orientation (Government, 2010).
These individuals living on the street are vulnerable to hate crime with no security of a home, or protective barriers around them (Shelter, 2018). They often fall victim to abuse and crime against them. The number of hate crimes recorded by regional police forces rose by up to 100 per cent in the months following the Brexit vote, new figures show"(BBC News, 2018). 
The other side to it is that social exclusion for a homeless person could play a part in them turning to crime (Giddens, Sutton, 2017). Being homeless can have a massive impact on a person's health and well-being, the homeless are at a disadvantage in accessing health services which can have a knock-on effect to their health and can see them having poor physical health due to the nature of them being homeless. The charity Crisis (Crisis, 2018) say that 70% of homeless people report having a physical health condition in comparison with 37% of the general population. Mental health can also be an issue, with many people suffering with depression, anxiety and stress brought on by their situation. ‘One in five adults reports a housing problem, like affordability, in the last five years which has had a negative impact on their mental health’ (Shelter, 2017)
Homeless people are not just ‘homeless’ these are vulnerable groups of people from different backgrounds, religions and genders. By grouping these individuals together and stereotyping them, the discourse of newspapers and social media helps to desensitize the public to the issues each homeless person faces and helps to stigmatise them. To have the right to acceptable housing is a basic human right, which is protected by the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Zarqa ,2018). Similarly, the homeless are protected by Article 8 of the Human Rights Convention - the  right to a private and family life. This right also includes the protection of an individual’s psychological and physical integrity, which is easily at risk without stable housing. Homeless people are still people and have the right to equal rights.

In conclusion, the British people are in the hands of the government and their policies which don’t fit all. We can see policies, as in protective legislation, failing to cover the most vulnerable people. Groups of people, including the homeless, are not being protected even though individuals can have traits that are supposed to be protected characteristics by legislation. It can be seen that the two leading parties have the power over the other smaller parties, because of the lack of proportional representation and that the two leading parties have opposing views. With the conservatives in power the most vulnerable people are being penalised for being vulnerable. With the British people having to vote for parties that use the power of discourse we can see post-truth happening with people believing opinions and not seeing the facts. Social media and the press play a big part in this, and that, in part, the trouble with the homeless situation is not coming from the fault of the people but from the government that have let down the vulnerable by not being inclusive of their issues. This, in turn, creates a social divide that can see the vulnerable developing health issues from their situation, that could put a strain on the health service when the problem can be helped and not made worse. This can cause a knock-on effect and cost more money elsewhere. Policies like the homelessness reduction act are a step in the right direction but the government must give the necessary funding to local councils to tackle the problem of there not being enough homes for the demand. People need to start to see fact over fiction and open their eyes to what the government is really doing to Britain and its vulnerable people. Leading charities are showing statistics that indicate a dramatic rise in homelessness since 2010, a fact that the united nations have picked up on, highlighting the desperate plight of homeless and the poverty in United Kingdom. Still the current conservative government do not address this issue. Homeless people are being fined on the streets by local councils using powers under the anti-social behaviour laws, fining the most vulnerable group which can see them being incarcerated due to not being able to pay the fines. Instead of helping the problem, these councils are just making more issues and view homeless people as criminals instead of vulnerable individuals that are in need (Greenfield and Marsh, 2018).  
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