CSSK4004: Skills for Academic Study for English & Creative Writing
ASSESSMENT
A portfolio of at least 5 work taken from the boxed tasks (total of 4,000 words or equivalent).
One of these must be the corrected referencing and bibliography piece

[bookmark: _GoBack]Work to be posted on the module forums for feedback; examples of both postings and feedback given to others to be documented in the portfolio. These are required to demonstrate learning engagement and peer support.

SUMMARY OF ASESSMENT TASKS
WEEK 1: TASK (30 minutes)
Formative
not assessable: Rhetoric versus logic first discussion getting to know each other etc
WEEK 2: PORTFOLIO TASK: reading & analysis (30 minutes in class: write up and post on the online forum)
	Portfolio task – 1000 WORDS
Textual analysis
Read the extract of Montaigne’s essay ‘Of Conscience (1580) 
a) Write down your responses to the following questions: 
Specific 
i. What is the ‘thesis’ or main argument of the essay?
ii. What kind(s) of evidence is used to support the claim?
iii. What impact does each of the chosen quotations have? Where are the quotations from? (Look up names you don’t know) 
iv. What is general tone, style, rhythm of piece? Select and focus on a short passage to explore these factors in detail.
General 
v. What are the characteristics of this kind of writing?
vi. Why do you think it is written in this way?
vii. Who is it written for? 

b) Choose to explore one of the following writing down your thoughts
a. Consider the discussion of conscience: why does he think that ‘Wickedness contrives torments against itself’?
b. Consider the discussion of Scipio: why does he judge his actions to be those of a man who is not corrupt?
c. Consider the discussion of torture: what does Montaigne think about the practice?



WEEK 3: PORTFOLIO TASK: referencing & bibliographies
Formative
· Complete given tasks during the library session 
· Make notes on how to use citation software
	Portfolio task  (equivalent to 500 words)
produce an Annotated bibliography
A bibliography comprising AT LEAST 6 items. These should be presented in the required format and annotations should indicate briefly the nature of the material and its relevance to your research  



WEEK 4: PORTFOLIO TASK: (mis)communication - reading & analysis (30 minutes) 
Formative: 
Consider and discuss	
· Who is speaking to whom? 
· What is the effect of the asides?
a) On your understanding of the situation
b) On your understanding of what Beatrice–Joanna and Alsemero say publicly? 
Deflores is a servant – a figure usually placed in the background - what is the effect of giving him the closing speech? 
	Portfolio task  -- 1000 WORDS
Narrative understanding
based on this passage alone (ie don’t look up on Wikipedia!) predict what you think WILL happen in the rest of the play. This doesn’t have to be correct but suggest the kind of play it is and the expectations it generates.



WEEK  5: PORTFOLIO TASKS: note taking - condensing & summarising 
Formative
· Write a 25-50 word summary of the newspaper article on the Hillsborough
	Portfolio task  – 500-700 words
Note taking
choose an article either from a journal or a chapter in a book: make notes on it; summarise its arguments and isolate 2 or 3 key quotations. Use one of the templates for the notes.



WEEK 8: PORTFOLIO TASKS: presentation & layout, referencing etc
Formative
· Students to present powerpoints instead of tutor.

	THIS TASK IS COMPULSORY
Portfolio task (equivalent to 500 words)
correct wrongly laid out and referenced work



WEEK 9: PORTFOLIO: essay - critiques & assessment
Formative
· Use marking criteria to assess the anonymous essay openings and conclusions 

	Portfolio task  – 500-700 words
Critique 
· Critique of essay 
Find a critical essay. I attach an anonymised student essay as an example but you may choose your own.  Use the skills developed in the tasks above to analyse it: 
i. what is its thesis? (do you agree with it? –how is it developed?); 
ii. summarise its argument(s); 
iii. what evidence/research does it use?
iv. examine its style and use of language – how effective is its argument?  



