· ,500 word reflexive account of why you have decided on coming to university

Applying for University and following through on my decision to further my education has been an extremely hard decision for me to make. When I reflect on what has brought me the point in my life where I am ready to commit to education and put myself first, I must acknowledge the feeling of being let down and misunderstood by previous teachers and peers.
For years I have struggled within the education system, constantly feeling misunderstood, confused and below par amongst my peers. Throughout primary and secondary my education was disrupted by parents' addiction and poor mental health. In addition to those factors, we had to advocate for my Mum and translate for her as she is deaf. My homelife was very challenging and often demanded a lot of my time and attention. When I did attend school, I was being pulled from class to speak to play therapists and social worker which left me feeling less confident in the classroom.  
After leaving school I attempted to go through what I thought was the correct thing and attended sixth form before quickly realising that I felt constricted and wasn't given the opportunity to have self-expression like I assumed I would be given at that age. As someone who took on responsibilities at a young age, I struggled to understand why I was being made to feel like a child once I had already left school. 
  Once I had made the decision to leave education I went into work, although working has given many life skills and opportunities I have always spoken about going to university. Throughout my life I have been forced to speak up about uncomfortable situations and wrong doings. Unfortunately having to do this from a young age meant people branded me as argumentative, outspoken and difficult. Once I got diagnosed with ADHD and OCD in my early twenties I started to understand I process things differently to others. Over the years I've learnt that although times have been hard, those things have taught me to always stand up for what's right, to always advocate for myself and those who need it and to always give myself the patience I would have liked as a child.
 University has always been a dream of mine, to be able to pursue something that I am interested in as my own choice and not for the benefit of someone else has been something I've always wanted to achieve. Now at the age of 27 I feel that I finally have a better understanding of my ADHD and OCD that I can put myself first and chase that dream. With the support of my wife and the university It feels that this dream can become a reality. Making the decision to prioritise myself and my education feels like an achievement already and I am grateful for all my past experiences for leading me to this. Without those experiences I wouldn't be who I am today, and I might have never decided to apply for university. 
 
