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Recently, the United Kingdom’s government proposed a new piece of legislation, namely the    Bill of Rights Bill, this would repeal and replace the Human Rights Act 1998. Some argue that the introduction of such legislation could damage the rule of law and impact the ability of individuals to protect their human rights.
Let us discuss…
The Bill of Rights bill was launched in June 2022 in the House of Commons with the intention of reforming the law relating to Human Rights in the UK. The UK Government has raised a plan to rescind the Human Rights act and supersede it with the Bill of Rights bill.
The Human Rights act 1998 has accredited numerous individuals to impose their rights domestically by letting multiple human rights claims to be judged by the UK judges and aided people to gain justice with no wastage of time and money to apply to the European Court of Human Rights.
Journalist Breen (2022) remarks that JUSTICE journal presumes that the legislation passed by the UK government to repeal the Human Rights act may enfeeble the protection of rights in the United Kingdom, lead to legal unpredictability, worse outcome for the delegated settlements and instability with international obligations under the European Convention on Human Rights.
The view of the Journal as stated above clearly depicts that this Bill would cause the above-mentioned damage, however these concerns did not receive any response from the Government and remained unaddressed.
The European Convention of Human Rights safeguards the human rights of citizens of the European council and the European Community act 1872 is the act that brought the United Kingdom into the European Union which gives priority to European laws over UK laws.
BBC (2023) comments that the MPs and peers believe the Government’s plan to revise human rights law in UK would ruin the potential of the people to execute their rights, both inside and outside court. However, the Government strongly declared that this bill is intended to strengthen freedom of speech and stop abuse of our laws.
As BBC mentioned above, the Government has uttered their decision of replacing the Human Rights act and to add on, the Ministry of Justice Spokesperson has also stated this bill has been drafted in order to aid in preventing trivial human rights claims wasting the valuable time of the judges.
 
The Human Rights Act was passed in 1998 in the UK. This allows individuals to defend their rights in UK courts and it impels the Government, local authorities and police to provide equal treatment to all people with fairness, dignity and respect.
An Author of Liberty (2022) comments that the Human Rights act in UK allows every single citizen in the UK, irrespective of their citizenship status, an adult or a child, general public or a prisoner, to execute their rights equally and fairly.

The Aim of the Bill of Rights is that to establish the rights of all people in the country and affirm the values of human dignity, equality and freedom democratically.
Dr Donald (2022) remarks the Bill’s stated purpose is to explain the association between the courts in the United Kingdom, the European court of Human Rights and Parliament and to provide priority to Parliament in decision-making, rather than courts, especially when competing rights and interests are at risk.
The Bill of Rights act was signed as a law in 1989 by William III and Mary II after the rule of King James II. It established specific constitutional and civil rights and also provided parliamentary power over the monarchy.

Author Singh (2022) comments on the Bill of Rights began the rule of constitutional monarchy in Great Britain; it clearly showed that a monarchy cannot function without consenting with the Parliament. Hence it can be stated that this bill has strengthened the power of parliament and weakened the power of the crown, paving a way for modern-day democracies.

The Bill of Rights bill was created majorly was the reason of setting out the principles of parliaments, elections and freedom of speech within parliament.
Dr Donald (2022) explains that it was the conservative Party that launched the Bill of Rights bill to supersede the Human Rights act 1998 in its 2010 manifesto and also in 2015.However, in 2017 they also stated it will not supersede the HRA during the Brexit process; finally, in 2019 manifesto, the conservative party declared the Bill of Rights was created only to “Update the Human Rights Act”.

The Major changes that this Bill might bring can be discussed in detail;
Gov.UK (2022) Bill of Rights Impact assessment explains, there would be multiple non-monetized costs if the bill is executed; the Courts’ requirement to consider Claimant’s conduct may lessen the awarded damages in cases; the protection rights to Freedom of Speech may reduce the privacy of individuals; the Bill would prevent human right claims that develops from army operations abroad; the bill would restrict the interpretation of rights to precise reading of the words of convention rights.


The UK Parliament committee remarks, the Bill of Rights brings significant changes to the landscape established by Human Rights act, especially it simplifies and rebalances the relationship between the UK courts and the ECHRP.
Law society (2022) advises that there are few things that remain unchanged with the introduction of the Bill, like the conventional rights and their potential to be executed in domestic courts, the loyalty membership with ECHR. This is the most satisfying subject on the other side when there are various changes happening on one side with the launch of the bill.
Author Grandjean (2022) remarks that although the UK government has promised that the bill of Rights bill was established only to lift up the proud tradition of freedom opposed to the intervention of Strasbourg and few legal organizations, it has actually established the bill as an act of political convenience which aims to elude international rule of law.

The Bill of Rights bill changes lead to various disadvantages and advantages. Let us discuss…
Joint UK Civil Society (2022) clearly express their hatred towards repealing the HRA by listing out the disadvantages of the changes they bring. Firstly, the BORB erodes and weakens the state’s duty to protect rights. BORB also weakens the fundamental principles that everyone has human rights by natural virtue; the Bill also weakens the potential of the courts in safeguarding the public from human right abuses; The Bill’s introduction of a permission stage will act as a hurdle to justice; the Bill makes difficult for individuals to challenge their deportation based on the infringement of their right to private and family life; the Bill refuses to provide additional protection to people that uses speech against state; the Bill reduces the power of the court; the Bill establishes an unhealthy relationship between UK and EctHR; the bill acts against the Belfast/Good Friday Peace agreement.

However the Gov.UK (2022) discusses the advantages stating that the Bill builds up the Right to Freedom of speech; acknowledges the right to jury trial; establishes limitations to certain powers of court; lessens the pressure and burden on public authorities; guarantees public protection with regards to interpretation of rights; restricts the bill’s territorial jurisdiction; identifies the responsibilities that comes along with the rights; builds up the domestic institutions and prioritizes the UK law; rises democratic oversight and boosts up Parliament’s part in responding to unpleasant Strasbourg rulings.

Author Shaikh (2015) argues that, while the Human Rights act safeguards all the standard rights that is found in the Bill of Rights, the UK government has made the decision of launching this Bill and it is considered inconceivable; with regards to the shift of powers from the parliament to Judiciary, the major subject that needs consideration is that HRA keeps up the parliamentary supremacy which is an appreciable factor.

To suggest a reform, a Bill with more appropriate features supporting Human rights law would be well appreciated as the Bill of Rights is found to be less favorable to people with diminishing effect towards the valuable Human Rights law.
To conclude, it is strongly believed that the Bill of Rights would cause serious unpleasant outcomes by reducing the protection on Human Rights act. It would definitely cause damage to the rule of law by restricting the reach to justice and affecting devolution. It is also expected to cause legal uncertainties. All these negative attributes may cause damage to the international reputation of the United Kingdom. 
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