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A response to an article that provides evidence of sound knowledge and understanding of themes related to the teaching of Welsh in the English medium sector
The aim of this essay is to show my understanding of the main themes and issues of teaching Welsh in English medium schools.  I will be using a variety of different sources that show a range of different viewpoints.
I believe that there is a great need to change the way Welsh second language is taught in schools, not enough children are leaving school with the necessary skills for the job sector. Also I believe that the status of the subject needs to be raised so that it is seen as equally important as mathematics or English. I know that most children will not want to learn a subject that they can’t see will benefit them in the future. Having been taught Welsh as a second language I know that myself and my peers didn’t see the point of learning the language so we didn’t try to work hard in lessons.
The percentage of pupils achieving a level 4 or above in Welsh Second Language at the end of Key Stage 2 (KS2) greatly increased from 35% in 2010 to 62% in 2012 (Griffiths, 2018). Although this is a good step in the right direction, there is still a long way to go until it reaches the same levels as Mathematics and English.
(Lewis, 2015) states the “Far too many young people are leaving schools without the effective Welsh Language skills they need for the world of work, life and study, despite studying welsh as a second language for many years”.  Personally I agree with this statement because I studied Welsh as a second language for 13 years but cannot hold an extended conversation with someone in welsh. Not being able to communicate effectively in welsh has affected my previous jobs applications, and will affect my job prospects after university. (Donaldson, 2015)  suggests in his 23rd recommendation that “ progression in the Welsh language towards transactional competence at age 16 should be appropriately reflected in the related progression steps and achievement outcomes”. This is to ensure that they have the skills necessary for the workplace and life in a Welsh community. It suggest that schools should focus less on the written elements of the course, and more on the oral element as they will be more beneficial in the children’s futures. However this is not always the case, some children may need the written elements of the course as it will be essential for their future careers.  (Davies, 2013) asked an independent group to consider “ how best to develop learners’ Welsh Language skills and use the language in the workplace, community and family”. Taking all of this into consideration I believe that equal focus should be given to all elements of the Welsh second language course, however there should be an added element that improves young people’s confidence in oral communication.
I feel that children should be told of the benefits to speaking welsh from a young age, they need to see that there is a point to learning Welsh as it will benefit them in the future. This is also stated by (Davies, 2013) as she says “ensure all pupils see a point to learning the language is an important factor”.  This is also seen by (Lewis, 2015) when he states “I want children and young people to see speaking Welsh and other languages as an attractive and worthwhile option”. I think the key to making this successful is to focus more on skills used in everyday communications in welsh and less on broad topics that are rarely used in everyday conversations. (Donaldson, 2015) says something similar in his 22nd recommendation where he says “renewed focus on learning Welsh primarily as a means of communication, particularly oral communication and understanding”. 
Another point that (Lewis, 2015) makes is “as well as developing a new curriculum that will raise  the bar for teaching and learning of Welsh in schools, we also need to equip our teaching profession with better skills”.  (Davies, 2013) reports that “many teachers in primary schools lack confidence and ability to teach Welsh second language”. I agree with this statement because a lot of teachers I’ve met throughout my school life did not have the Welsh skills necessary to teach children effectively. This stops children from further developing their Welsh as they can only improve to the same standards as their teacher. (Donaldson, 2015) recommends that “Welsh medium schools should act as hubs for the Welsh language to support teachers and practitioners in English medium schools”. This means that the Welsh medium schools should be supporting the English medium schools to improve their provision for teaching Welsh second language. 
(Donaldson, 2015) also recommends that “systematic links should be established between schools and outside agencies that can support teaching, learning and the provision of Welsh, including further and higher education providers”. 
In conclusion you can see that there is a great need to change the way we teach Welsh second language in order to improve transactional competence at age 16. I believe that the three best ways to accomplish this is firstly to ensure that all teachers have the necessary skills, ability and confidence to teach Welsh second language. This can be achieved through the use of sabbatical courses, although someone has to fund these courses and extra teachers will be needed to cover those off on the sabbatical course. Secondly primary school teachers need to make sure that the children can see a point to learning the language. This can be done by showing them the difference in job prospects between people who can and cannot communicate effectively in Welsh. Also speakers from Career’s Wales could come in and speak to children about how being able to communicate effectively in welsh will benefit them in the future. Finally, the curriculum needs to be altered so that the main focus is on communication in Welsh. There should be a continuum introduced so that each child can improve their Welsh at their own pace, without being held back by the class or holding back the class.
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