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[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]Introduction 
Academic Skills are the skills which provide individuals with the development of abilities, strategies and habits potentially required for succeeding in their educational settings (Rose et al., 2020). This is essential for an individual as it enables them the ability for learning and interacting with others for the completion of projects. These are also effective in the development of personal as well as professional settings. “Researching and referencing skills” are the essential form of academic skills which enable an individual to increase their academic integrity. The report will demonstrate the importance of “Research Skills and Referencing skills” within the academic context and provide suitable recommendations on achieving “effective and enhanced research skills for the students”. 


[bookmark: _heading=h.4d34og8]Research Skill 
In academics, research skill is regarded as the ability for searching, locating, organising and extracting information which is relevant to their academic topic. Academic research depends on the specific type of research which includes detailed as well as methodological investigation within some area of the study (Tight, 2021). This involves the criteria of extensive search, investigation and critical analysis which can allow the learners to find information and use it effectively. Research skills can also be described as developing the ability to provide information and suitable guidance which can be found after the completion of researching on the extensive research topic. This is one of the academic skills which can identify a problem and collect effective and informational resources and is important for the students as it can address their potential problem. The skill also evaluates the learners to evaluate the resources with quality and relevance and come up with effective solutions which can propose the identified problem (Tuononen et al., 2022). This academic skill not only equips the learners for writing better from the research papers but even teaches the students to propose problem-solving skills which can tackle the issues they face in their academic practice. This is also important for the students by fostering critical thinking skills for them and also enabling them to develop analytical skills which can provide them hands-on learning experience. Through academic skills, the learners can expand their knowledge and develop an understanding of the topic. 
This skill is developed by the students by exploring expert help guides related to the topic of the research. Apart from this, by taking active participation in meetings with the senior library learning advisor and developing the ability to search and plan an effective search strategy, the students can develop research skills which can help achieve their academic performance. This is important for the students as by proposing this skill individual can face while developing research skills. The individuals taking active participation in the development of the research skill can cultivate self-awareness by being aware of the subjective opinions of other individuals (Vieno et al., 2022). This is also significant as it enables them in their personal and professional growth by developing a sense of intellectual independence. This is significant for their academic success as it will enable them to effectively conduct effective literature reviews and gather supportive arguments which can either academic research. Research skills are also highly valuable in the professional world for analysing trends, identifying industrial opportunities and conducting data-driven decisions. Without research skills, individuals in the academic area have higher chances of facing difficulty in addressing issues which can also negatively impact the development of their academic success. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.2s8eyo1]Referencing Skill 
Referencing is an academic skill which focuses on the ability of an individual and how they acknowledge the source of information they gather for conducting the research for their work purpose (Brundiers et al., 2021). In academic practice, research skill is essential as it allows an individual to acknowledge the contribution of the other writers who gather the information relating to the topic and the other researchers who are part of the work. It is known as a way of providing credit to the writers from whom the ideas and the words are extracted. There are certain elements which are involved in the referencing skill. “Paraphrasing, in-text citations and references” are the most vital elements which enable the students to effectively present their academic integrity and provide credit to the sources used. The concept of paraphrasing focuses on expressing someone’s ideas with their selection of words and maintaining the meaning of the ideas (Sulistyaningrum, 2021). This presents an overall understanding of the source in a uniformed manner by which individuals can use their own words to present the ideas of others and maintain academic integrity. This is important as it enables the learners to integrate and gather evidence into their assignments. For instance, deciding the key information and changing the words of the ideas can enable the students to develop an extensive paraphrasing ability. 
An in-text citation also known as “parenthetical reference” is a brief reference which includes the last name of the author, including the name of the individual, date or page number of the source. This helps in identifying the idea of the source gathered. While collecting information from a site, an individual is required to quote, paraphrase, and summarise the facts and ideas used from the sources. In-texting the sources allows an individual who is reading the work to locate the sources used for learning and developing more knowledge about the ideas which are included within the study collected (CohenMiller, 2019). Citing the sources constantly and accurately can help students avoid committing plagiarism in their academic writing. This is also a critical part of writing about an academic topic as it provides credibility to the information gathered and helps the students learn more about the ideas which are included in the academic practice. Moreover, references are also essential in academic skills as they help the researchers identify the source used in the research topic and provide support to the arguments and the conclusions of the academic writing (Brundiers et al., 2021). When writing a thesis or an essay, referring is essential as referencing the sources can fulfil the academic requirement and also provide credit to the ideas and the words which are collected in the form of books, journals, websites and others. This presents the academic credentials of the learners and also develops their capability to perform their tasks credibly. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.17dp8vu]

Recommendations 
The students need to develop academic credentials with the help of developing effective and enhanced research skills. Some of the ways by which the students can develop this can be discussed as follows: 
· Systematically recording and managing the references can make the consistency of the work which can help the students in engaging their research skills. This is essential as it can provide the ability for the students to develop their research skills. 
· Learning the use of advanced search techniques like using specific keywords for researching the topic can also enable the students to enhance their research skills. With effective search techniques, the students will develop the ability to research the topic effectively. 
· In-texting the citations can also help the students to develop research skills and acknowledge the ideas of others. This will enable the student to analyse the information and maintain its credentials. 



[bookmark: _heading=h.3rdcrjn]Conclusion 
Summarising the above content, it can be found that academic skills are essential for students as they can help them to build confidence and develop ability within the professional settings. The study has discussed the efficiency of research and referencing skills which can present the academic credentials of the students. It has been found that research skill is important for students as it can provide them with the ability for researching, planning and developing personal as well as professional growth within the individual learning practice. Moreover, the study has also discussed the importance of referencing skills like “paraphrasing, in-text citations and references”. It can be found that these skills are essential for the students as they provide credit to the work of the source and avoid the chances of committing plagiarism.
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