

Reflective Writing

Looking at what has made an impact to my studies. I came to university with a background of poor education, having left school unable to read. I had to learn to read from posters and billboards, I read my first book at the age of 21 and my mind become open to a new world. 
What I have discovered in the past few weeks is that there is another way to read, one that allows you to go deeper into your reading experience, enriching the enjoyment but firstly giving credence to the work you are reading. This is made more prevalent to the type of books I like to read. Whilst I feel I am an avid reader; I do still take time to absorb what I have read. When referencing was first mentioned I started to think here we go this is going to go completely over my head, the old school nerves began to rise in my stomach. I found myself looking up examples of referencing and was encouraged to go to the library to look up books that were referenced in books I had read. This in turn helped me discover how to use the library in a way that could help me with my future studies. What I found very interesting was the way an author’s referencing was leading me on a path from one author to another, from book to book, showing me a more in depth look into the topic I was reading about. My book was now talking to me in another language, I was not only gaining confirmation on what the author had written, it was also giving me more substance to my study, it was showing me that I could trust further information. I was reading knowing it had been investigated and then referenced. 
My hope now is to gain as much academic  information as I can over the coming year ahead of me, so that I can go on to make further studies. Yet I am not too sure but feel confident that my Lecturers will assist in helping me to decide on a direction in which to follow. I feel very passionate about attending university and that the look into the types of referencing has helped to lead me on a path where I can extend my knowledge, leading me to have a much greater understanding of a topic I am deeply interested in. I would not for one moment begin to say that I have an understanding about the use of referencing in different forms but instead of feeling afraid of it I feel engaged and look forward to putting what I have leaned into use.
