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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:

Does the use of body worn video effect domestic abuse incidents and their conviction rates?

I have conducted research around the use of body worn video within the policing environment. When conducting this research my findings included the views and opinions of officers and members of the public in relation to body worn video impacts. 

In the year of 2005 is when Body Worn Video (BWV) was introduced into the policing world, these are now used across England and Wales. With BWV it is not the case that all officers are issued with them however the intention is that all officers who are front-line and responding to incidents including, routine patrol, roads policing, armed response units and tactical support, will have this piece of technology (Bowling and Iyer, 2019). The Home Office (2017) have produced an estimate that BWV cameras had reached an amount of 60,000 by the end of 2017. There are many views and opinions of officers and the general public in relation to the use of body worn video available to access. An example of this is produced by Jenkins and Smith (2015:1), who state that the public attitude is overwhelmingly positive at 84-96% towards the use of body worn video cameras, with an understanding that they could assist in the gathering of evidence and increasing convictions. Also, it is believed that it can improve with training and identification of criminals. Whereas Crow et al. (2017) states that recent research suggests that there are positive impacts of body worn video cameras on the reduction of use of force and complaints made by members of the public however there is little research on the perception of community member on body worn video usage. From reading and my own research I have found that there is information available on the perception of the public and the use of body worn video in general however, I found that the limitations in research lie with the impact that BWV cameras have on domestic violence related incidents and the conviction rates. 

I feel this is a relevant area to search for a dissertation project due to the relevancy of body worn video within policing today and the impacts that it has had on policing incidents. Body worn video covers multiple areas including legislation and the introduction of PACE, perception of the public and how officers behave differently. I found through research that some areas were analysed more frequently and others not so much. I found that there was lack of study in relation to the impact of body worn video on conviction rates, specifically in domestic violence related incidents, within the UK. I feel it is important to research more into this area as this will help the public understand the importance of body worn vide within domestic incidents but also see how this can impact negatively of domestic abuse victims and how he open up to officers.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

Objectives:
1. To research through the use of survey and interview whether officers perceive that BWV will impact on evidence gathering in domestic related incident.
2. To understand by means of interview and questionnaire surveys whether officers believe that BWV will impact on the quantity and quality of information that victims of domestic abuse will provide. 
3. To obtain by the means of interview the opinion of the general public on BWV and its impact of policing domestic violence incidents. 

In order to obtain this information, I will produce a questionnaire survey which will be sent out to officer within South Wales Police and the Metropolitan Police which will include a series of question to obtain the research information. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:
I have conducted research around the use of body worn video within the policing environment. When conducting this research my findings included the views and opinions of officers and members of the public in relation to body worn video impacts. I found that limitations within the research lie within the area of domestic violence and the impacts that body worn video has on incidents of this nature and the impact of BWV on conviction rates. Whether it impacts positively on court outcomes. 

When conducting research I found focus on officers behaviour when body worn video was applied to situations/incidents. Owens, Mann and Mckenna (2014) state that officers were interviewed to conduct research on behaviour of officer with body worn video cameras, and as a result of these interviews it was established that officers were more mindful of their behaviour where body worn video was applied. Officers also stated that when body worn video was utilised they were more likely to take positive action in its highest form including arrest based on allegation than to take other low action such as suitable words of advise and separation of parties. It has been explained through the result of interview that risk aversion to interaction became present and how the use of cameras amplified this. 

In other research and focus on public perception there were multiple views and opinions of the public on the use of body worn video cameras, however many suggested that members of the public are not provided with enough information on body worn video impacting their opinion. Jenkins and Smith (2015:1), state that the public attitude is overwhelmingly positive at 84-96% towards the use of body worn video cameras, with an understanding that they could assist in the gathering of evidence and increasing convictions. Also, it is believed that it can improve with training and identification of criminals. Whereas Crow et al. (2017) states that recent research suggests that there are positive impacts of body worn video cameras on the reduction of use of force and complaints made by members of the public however there is little research on the perception of community member on body worn video usage.

One article was found through research relating to body worn video and the impacts it has on domestic violence related incidents. This article by Harris (2020), states that body worn video cameras have been a ‘game changer’ in influencing the result of convictions through the criminal justice system. Proponents state that BWV cameras can: improve the probability of pleas which are guilty or convictions, reduce state expenditure, ensure that evidence is strengthened in a case and ensure the accountability of police officers. However the impact on the victims/survivors experience throughout the criminal justices system has not been considered where relating to body worn video cameras. 

Due to there being limited research in this area I would like to research/analyse the impacts of body worn video on domestic violence related incidents and the perception of this from police officers and members of the public. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I will produce a questionnaire survey which will be sent out to officer within South Wales Police and the Metropolitan Police which will include a series of question to obtain the research information. This will be suited to my research as it will enable me to gain an understanding of officers perception of the use of Body worn video cameras when dealing with domestic related incident. This will provide the opinion of persons using this technology on a daily basis. Also, by sending the survey to Metropolitan officers will enable me to gain understand on the use of body worn video in the relevant area and how the opinion differs/remains the same in different police forces. 
I will also send the survey to friends and family which are general members of the public, this will enable me to gain the understanding of the general public and view how this differs to the police vies. 

I will also obtain research by interview process with members within the police force. This way I will be able to obtain the relevant information and view the behaviour of the officers when answering the questions. This will all be under consent. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
To obtain my information I am intending on asking experts who work in the field of response policing, this will be best for my research as this will provide accurate real time research from officers who are dealing with this topic every day. This will be through the use of questionnaire and interview. I will also obtain through a general questionnaire the perspective of members of the public. This will be best for my research as it will allow me to analyse the understanding from the members of the public and compare this to that of the professional expert police officers. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
All information which is retained will be anonymous and no names or personal in formation will be obtained.  I will ask for age ranges however this will be a range as the following example, 18-23 years old. 
I will also ensure that any obtained information will be stored on a password protected computer with limited access. This will be on my personal works computer which will also have a bitlocker.  


	TIME SCALE:
I will set out a time frame to which I will follow through the process of producing my dissertation. This will follow the provided deadline by the university, to ensure that there is plenty of time to gather research, assess the research and analyse it. 
By 09/01 I wish to have produced my research methodology and questionnaire design. 
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