In the light of currently available demographic information, were the European colonial/Imperial projects a blessing or a curse for humanity – or neither?
Introduction 350 words
Horvath’s (1972) article “What is colonialism” will be used as it considers definition of colonialism acknowledging complexity of defining it. It will help to put the definition of colonialism into context. LLoyd and Metzer (2013) breakdown the effects of European colonisation on world demographics, acknowledging the impact on the world compared to previous historical colonialism which happened red on a much smaller scale. Dan et.al article - “Colonialism and Development: A Comparative Analysis of Spanish and British Colonies” state that both colonisers reversed the fortunes of nations they colonised noting that the Spanish had a negative impact, and the British had a positive impact. and their backgrounds. The authors concepts and theories are not direct. They offer an analysis on the reasons behind the British and Spanish colonial campaigns but in the absence of a formula or structure to the campaigns the authors are grappling with vague theories that are contorted to fit their analyses. Define Mercantilism and Liberal as used by the authors in their paper.
Paragraph 1 700 words
The authors make an introductory statement stating ‘mercantilist Spain tended to colonize most extensively precolonial regions that were populous and highly developed’ whilst ‘liberal Britain tended to colonize most extensively precolonial regions that were sparsely populated and underdeveloped’ stating that as a result Spanish colonialism had negative effects and British colonialism had positive effects. This paper will draw upon the analysis made by the authors on the causes and effects of Spanish and British colonialism which, in order to accommodate their analysis has needed to be broken down into several levels making it a convoluted process and a conclusion that does not offer any purpose going forward. 
Paragraph 2 700 words
Will identify other papers either in support of or oppose the findings and views of the authors. Gbedoah (2018) compares modern approaches to development against colonial approaches. He notes the similarities which are disguised through reframing the terminology. He notes that regardless the theories put forward, i.e. structural or dependency colonialism theories or modernisation theories, they all still hold the western approach to development thus implying it is the best approach to developmental growth. Acemoglu will also be referenced for his contribution in defining the various degrees of colonial impact on development acknowledging several factors which determine the success or decline of a nation. Eckler, (2020) is also used to contribute to the argument as he clearly but briefly backgrounds both British and Spanish history which feeds into their respective ways of colonising.
Conclusion 600 words
Identifies the areas in which Lange, et.al. Have gone to lengths to create an analysis which fits to their perspective of colonial development rather than clearly defining the facts as they are. Furthermore, the validity of carrying out such an analysis which does not contribute towards a positive framework going forward will be shown to be futile. A key point being contested is the early statement made by Lange et.al. That the Spanish had a negative impact whilst the British had a positive impact on their respective colonies and so negating the severity of the colonial effects of British colonialism.   


