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[bookmark: _Toc213966513]Introduction:
Critical thinking has become a very important tool for the academic success of students. This report will describe what critical thinking is, what are the usefulness of critical thinking is, and a very effective strategy for applying critical thinking in the context of academic success. 
[bookmark: _Toc213838098][bookmark: _Toc213966514]Definition of Critical Thinking:
Different scholars define critical thinking differently. According to Scriven & Paul (1996), it is the intellectually disciplined process of purposefully and expertly conceptualising, applying, analysing, synthesising, and/or evaluating knowledge derived from or produced by observation, experience, reflection, reasoning, or communication as a guide to belief and action. (cited in Zivcovic, 2016). Similarly, Ghazivakili et al., (2014) argued that critical thinking is one kind of thinking that has been recognised as a way to overcome challenges and make information easier to obtain in daily life. Critical thinking is thinking about an issue or fact from various sources views and angle, that reflects the thinker’s experience, understanding and intellectuality.
[bookmark: _Toc213838099][bookmark: _Toc213966515]Importance of critical thinking: 
The importance of critical thinking for academic success is robust and undeniable. One of the abilities that UNESCO identified for 21st-century humans is critical thinking, and it is crucial to focus on it, particularly in schooling and medical education (AkbariLakeh et al., 2018). Similarly, Rivas et al. (2023) claimed that critical thinking abilities are needed to use more to tackle today's issues because they appear to have been created especially for them, as they involve more transferable or generalisable techniques than others. According to a 2012 study by Nasrabadi, there was a substantial difference in the critical thinking levels of assimilating and converge methods, and there was a favourable correlation between students' academic achievement and critical thinking attitudes (Ghazivakili et al., 2014). Therefore, it can be stated that academic success of the pupils significantly relying on critical thinking abilities that numerous research has proven. 
[bookmark: _Toc213802234]Acceptance of new ideas, adaptability, a propensity to change, inventiveness, analyticity, energy efficiency, risk-taking, knowledge, and observation are traits of critical thinkers (AkbariLakeh et al., 2018). AkbariLakeh et al. (2018) also stated that one of the most crucial educational beliefs in every nation is critical thinking, which is necessary for all nations to achieve development and wealth. Similarly, critical thinking is regarded by the World Federation for Medical Education as one of the requirements for medical education, making it a crucial component in recognised universities (Ghazivakili et al., 2014). Larger social and educational factors, like the high stakes testing system, traditional pedagogical approaches that emphasise the importance of textbooks in teaching, and didactic teaching approaches, frequently have an impact on teachers' development of critical thinking (Liao et al., 2024).
[bookmark: _Toc213838100][bookmark: _Toc213966516]Critical Thinking Strategies: 
There are various types of strategies being used in the universities to support students to achieve academic success like the scientific methods, the “Harvard” and “Western” case methods, the live case study concept and so on. However, these strategies have some drawbacks that create challenges to attain desire outcome. The "Harvard" and "Western" case approaches promote inductive reasoning through Socrative debate and present two viewpoints on instruction (Greiner, Bhambri, & Cummings, 2003; cited in Albert, 2020). McKenna (1999) believes that in a structured case setting, scientific procedures centred on analysis, expert judging to challenge learners, and a framework for analysis and decisions (cited in Albert, 2020). 
The live case study concept is a very practical and convenient as learners will experience a real-world problem. Bennis & O’Toole (2005) argued that the idea of a live case study based on current events can be more adaptable and does not require a complete departure from traditional case teaching methods, but it can incorporate qualitative components that are essential to comprehending organisational behaviour (cited in Albert, 2020). Albert (2020) explained that they are a more contemporary fit with reality, linking the application and the abstract to day-to-day business circumstances. In strategy classes, the live case is typically coupled with a consulting project in which the student conducts an organisation interview, develops a case study, identifies the problem or problems, and proposes a solution (Albert, 2020). However, Evans (2016) identified that the live case approach does have certain drawbacks. For example, it could overwhelm students with material and fail to give a thorough explanation of a complicated business issue, unlike structured instances in textbooks (cited in Albert, 2020).
[bookmark: _Toc213838101][bookmark: _Toc213966517]Conclusion: 
The importance of critical thinking is undeniable as it has significant impact on academic performance. This approach will help the pupils to adapt with the professional career quickly and effectively as they develop a strong thinking skill. 
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