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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 

	NAME: Bianca Moldoveanu

	 Student number: 1905825

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 
Title: Child Abuse: Breaking the Silence  
Research Question: What is the impact of police action in instances of physical and emotional child abuse on child growth and wellbeing?
The maltreatment of children is a significant global concern, encompassing both physical and emotional neglect, which frequently concealed and unacknowledged.   These forms of abuse inflict enduring psychological trauma; however, they are hard to identify and respond to violence.   The silence around emotional trauma necessitates further inquiry and the expose of its biases. This study examined the responses of law enforcement and child protection professionals to such abuse, aiming to identify potential deficiencies and enhance protective mechanisms. This subject pertains not only to societal issues but also to educational ideals, since it aids in the safeguarding of children within the realms of psychology, social work, and criminal justice.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
The assessment specification has broken down the structure of the dissertation or placement-based project. Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives: 

AIM: Utilising data collected from an online survey, this study seeks to examine the impact of emotional violence and neglect on children's growth and development, as well as the role of police intervention in protecting these children.
Goal:
To investigate the impact of emotional abuse and neglect on children's mental health and development.
To examine the police response to incidents of physical and emotional child abuse.
To discern prevalent patterns and societal opinions concerning police involvement in child abuse incidents.

	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.

 This research will utilise existing studies, books, and reports about child abuse, emotional neglect, and law enforcement actions. This study will analyse the effects of abuse on children's mental health and development, together with the reactions of law enforcement and protective agencies.
This research will expand upon current studies and reports concerning child abuse, emotional neglect, and police intervention (Bryant and Bryant, 2021; NSPCC, 2023; HM Government, 2023). It will also reference statutory safeguarding frameworks (Home Office, 2022) and worldwide insights from UNICEF (2021) to enhance the knowledge of child protection systems.
The questionnaire answers will be juxtaposed with existing literature to ascertain beneficial methods and underscore areas necessitating enhancement.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.
 The research will utilise a quantitative technique by distributing an online questionnaire across social media platforms and personal networks. The aim is to gather a variety of public opinions and perspectives on police involvement in cases of physical and emotional child abuse, along with the effects of such intervention on child development and well-being. This method will enable the gathering of data from a wider demography and the recognition of prevailing trends and cultural views.

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in each field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 

The research will use a non-probability convenience sample technique, distributing the questionnaire online through social media platforms and personal networks. Participants will consist of members of the public who have willingly opted to engage. This method is effective for collecting diverse perspectives and insights about police involvement in instances of physical and emotional child abuse, along with its impact on child growth and welfare.

	INITIAL REFERENCE LIST:
Please follow the Harvard referencing system
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