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Aim: To analyse how the different branches of Judaism, mainly Orthodox, Conservative and Reform movements, view Intermarriage and Same-Sex marriages within America and Israel, examining historical and contemporary views. America and Israel have the largest population of Jews with America population standing at 6.5 million and Israel at 5.7 million this is according to the Steinhardt Social Research Institute survey of 2010. Marriage in Judaism is considered sacred, second only to the Sabbath. It is viewed as a holy covenant, with God at it’s centre. It fulfils God’s divine plan “Be Fruitful and Multiply and fill the earth”. (Genesis 1:28).
This essay will use quotes from the Torah, Deuteronomy 7:3-4, Leviticus 18:22, to engage with historical thought on Intermarriage and Same- Sex marriage. The works of David Ellenson, Alan Levenson, Shaye, J.D. Cohen, Yitshak Cohen, Sarah Minkin, Rabbi Chaim Rapoport and Rabbi Steven Greenberg amongst others will contribute to the contemporary thought on Intermarriage and Same-Sex marriage.
Shaye, J.D. Cohen argues that the prohibition on Intermarriage with all gentiles was post-biblical. The biblical ban on Intermarriage only extended to the seven Canaanite Nations. It was only after the destruction of the second temple in 587 BCE that attitudes to Intermarriage changed to include all gentiles. The Gemara explains that it was the students of Shammai and Hillel who decreed that Intermarriage was prohibited with all nations. One solution to the problem of Intermarriage was for the non-Jew to convert to Judaism.
This essay will examine the Orthodox view on converting to Judaism, looking at the works by David Ellenson who argues that social reality plays a crucial role in shaping the Jewish legal process. Historically, Orthodox Jewish legal authorities showed a more lenient view towards Intermarriage but with Intermarriage rising dramatically over recent decades it has become stricter with its rulings. Orthodox movements believe Intermarriage leads to a break down of the family structure. The Reform Movements view on Intermarriage is that they encourage the conversion of the non-Jew in the hope that they would see Judaism as the better religious choice.
Yoel Finkelman a lecturer of Contemporary Jewry at Bar-llan University argues that the majority of Intermarried couples do not raise their children as Jewish. A poll from the Pew Research Centre suggests that children raised in America from Intermarried couples who identify as Jewish in adulthood is rising. Under Israeli Law couples of different religions are not permitted to marry, however they do recognise marriages that are performed in other countries. This essay will assess how the Israeli Courts are recognising and improving the status of Same-Sex couples. Intermarriage is seen as been a bigger threat to Jewish life than Same-Sex marriage. A Jewish parent will ask their child if their choice of partner is Jewish before they ask if they are of the same sexual orientation.
Recently an openly gay Orthodox Rabbi, Rabbi Steven Greenberg, officiated a Same-Sex marriage that was legally recognised by the local government. This essay will assess the views of Orthodox, Conservative and Reform Movements views on officiating at Same-Sex weddings.
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