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Executive Summary
One of the greatest challenges humanity faces is the threat of global warming and the effects it will have on the plant and its inhabitants. International treaties have been introduced to help tackle the problem, yet many believe that these treaties have been ineffective in tackling the issue. This report analyses three failures of the Paris Agreement, states whether a global agreement on climate change is necessary and then makes future recommendations of a strategy which could help tackle climate change.




























Introduction
Treaties are the most formal language governments have to focus the expectations of individuals, firms, and other states that they seriously intend to keep their word in a particular policy area (Simmons, B., Hopkins, D. 2005). In order to manufacture real change against some of the largest, most threatening global issues, governments from around the world need to collaborate with one goal in mind whether that’s the fight against climate change, pollution, hunger or poverty, things happen if powerful countries want them to happen (Krasner, S. 1993). Officially, a treaty is a binding formal agreement, contract, or other written instrument that establishes obligations between two or more subjects of international law (Shaw, M. 2019). Treaties are executed in good faith and keep the Latin principle pacta sunt servanda which means “agreements must be kept”, this leads to treaties being legally binding and enforceable. 
The phrase global warming has become familiar to many people as one of the important environmental issues of our day (Houghton, J. 2009) and it has raised concerns that changes to climate will pose unique challenges to many nations’ security interests (Bortscheller, M. 2009). Over the past several years, an international consensus regarding the issue of climate change had developed and has been reported in the intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change assessment reports (SEDAC, 2019). At the beginning of the 20th Century, climate change was viewed as an esoteric study into a theoretical phenomenon, it is now a fixture on the political agenda, with the House of Commons declaring a climate emergency in 2019 (House of Commons Library, 2020). The growing concern for the welfare of humanity as a result of its own actions has lead to a requirement for the formation of international treaties which are yet to be proven effective.
This report analyses the causes of failure of international treaties and also the concerns that have prevented implementation of a global agreement on climate change. Finally, the report will conclude on whether a global agreement is necessary or not with some recommendations on changes that could be made to implement a more effective global agreement. It is important however to note that not all international treaties are ineffective, many treaties have been made which have significantly impacted the course of international law, and resulted in peaceful relations and positive development (ICRP, 2020). 
Agreements on Climate Change
The first legally binding international climate treaty was name Kyoto Protocol which entered into force in 2005. The Kyoto Protocol required only developed countries to reduce emissions, while the most recent of all international treaties, the Paris Agreement recognised that climate change is a shared problem and called on all countries to set emissions targets (Maizland, L. 2021). It was adopted by 196 Parties at COP 21 in Paris, on 12 December 2015 and entered into force on 4 November 2016 (UNFCCC, 2020). The deal was the first single agreement from the worlds’ nations on tackling global warming and cutting greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs). 
COP26 is a global annual united Nations summit about climate change and how countries are planning to tackle it. Taking place on 1st and 12th of November 2021 in Glasgow, the summit will be attended by countries that signed the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)- a treaty agreed in 1994 (BBC, 2020). 
Lack of funding/ financial support
One primary reason for the failure of international treaties, specifically the Paris Agreement is that there is a lack of initial funding and financial support offered to developing countries so that they are able to implement changes necessary to reduce their GHGs emissions. The Paris Agreement meant each nation must, at a minimum, follow individual emissions reductions plans, known as nationally determined contributions (NDCs) (Cockburn, H. 2020). NDCs embody efforts by each country to reduce national emissions and adapt to the impacts of climate change by requiring each party to prepare, communicate and maintain their reduction efforts (UNFCCC, 2020). Each country was required to set a date for their carbon emissions to peak, then after that they must gradually reduce their emissions in compliance with global reduction targets. 
Undoubtedly, the implementation of strategies to lower nations’ carbon footprint will be very expensive however, Professor Yu from Beijing Institute of Technology claims that without the upfront investment, emissions cannot be reduced, and the climate damage will occur with higher probability, which will result in huge economic loss (Yu, B. 2020). Furthermore, it was found that the total global decarbonisation investment would need to be $18-113 trillion, and would require major spending on renewable energy, electric vehicles and other green technology (Cockburn, H. 2020). Once the requirements of Paris Agreement had been introduced, the less developed countries opposed them by stating that the demands place upon them by developed countries were totally unacceptable and argued that developed countries should take the lead in deep and immediate cuts to emissions (Jayaraman, T. 2016). The failure to provide correct funding and technology to nations who need it most means that 63% of annual emissions are produced by developing countries (CGDEV, 2015). 
According to a report conducted by Oxfam, the Paris Agreement has failed to include meaningful mechanisms to guarantee financial support for poorer countries adapting to global warming and stating that the international community has a responsibility to provide adequate finance and resources to those who need it (Oxfam, 2017). Furthermore, Oxfam’s policy adviser on climate change, Tracy Carty states that we have known about the growing gap in adaptation funding for years now, and we were dismayed when the Paris deal failed to fix it and negotiators from developed countries now have to put together a serious proposal for how to fill the current huge gap in funding (Carty, T. 2016). In another report by Oxfam they found that the true value of money provided by developed countries to help developing nations to adapt to the climate crisis may only be a third of the actual amount reported (Oxfam, 2020). A report published in October 2015 by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) found that $62billion was committed to developing countries in 2014, whereas the goal was set at $100billion (OECD, 2015). Still, many observers believe that the OECD report is deeply flawed and greatly exaggerating actual flows (Clemencon, R. 2016). 
Additionally, the importance of assistance from developed countries to developing countries was emphasized by Lord Stern who called on rich countries to do everything they can to help poorer nations weather the storm of global warming- warning that a failure would escalate poverty, migration and conflict (Yeung, P. 2016). The true affects of global warming will be evident in years to come if regulations are not strongly set in place today. It is the responsibility of nations to care for humanity, natures resources are limited, some are renewable and some are coming to an end (Minnerath, A. 2014) and we must work collaboratively to live sustainably. 
Compliance
Another significant failure of the Paris Agreement is the lack of compliance and urgency to meet carbon lowering, for Bang et al. 2016, as with many other more, they expect compliance to be the Achilles’ heel of the Paris Agreement (Bang et al. 2016). Compliance failures and challenges typically occur where regulations exist but have been ignored in practice (Andanda et al. 2017). Furthermore, Forbes author and Harvard University graduate, Anders Corr believes that enforcement mechanisms for climate change are not being implemented, in fact we are actually sliding backwards on this critical element of a global climate deal (Corr, A. 2016). 
The primary goal of the Paris Agreement is to reduce the amount of GHGs emissions globally to ensure that the global temperature this century does not rise above 2 degrees Celsius. If each country involved in the treaty was to comply with the rules and execute them effectively, the threat of global warming would be largely negated and the world would no longer be in a state of emergency. However, for the majority of countries, failure to comply with the rules of the agreement has resulted in the failure to meet emissions targets and therefore the failure of the Paris Agreement. Former chair of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Sir Robert Watson insists that we have the technology and knowledge to make those emissions cuts, but what’s missing are strong enough policies and regulations to make it happen (Watson, R. 2019). So where lies the issue?
Insufficient Targets
In order for the Paris Agreement to be effective, there must be compliance with the rules and the emissions targets set. However, many believe that the current emissions targets are too low and even with full compliance from all nations, the decrease in rate of global warming would not be significant enough to prevent climate change disasters. An analysis of current commitments to reduce emissions between 2020 and 2030 shows that almost 75% of the climate pledges are partially or totally insufficient to contribute to reducing GHG emissions by 50% by 2030, and some of these pledges are unlikely to be achieved (FEU, 2021). Similarly, most experts believe that the majority of countries’ pledges are not ambitious enough and will not be enacted quickly enough to limit to global temperature rise to 1.5-2 degrees Celsius (Maizland, L. 2021). It is noted that the main driver of recent global warming, which has profoundly discombobulated the global climate, has been the emission of GHGs such as carbon dioxide. In an audit of the global Paris Agreement the UN Environment Programme finds that if action to combat climate change is limited to just current pledges, the Earth will get at least three degrees Celsius warmer (Greshko, M. 2017), which exceeds targets set as part of the Agreement.
In contrast to the Kyoto Protocol, where the parties’ individual goals were negotiated, the parties’ individual goals in the Paris Agreement are self- determined (Bang et al. 2016). This means that there was little provision over each nations’ target and therefore failure to ensure that each target was sufficient enough to reduce the rate of global warming. The current NDCs of all nations are not enough to put the world on track to limit global warming to ‘well below 2 degree Celsius’, global emissions are on track to a world that is 3 degrees Celsius warmer on average (CAT, 2019). To close the gap, countries need to collectively triple the currently planned cuts in their emissions (UNEP, 2019). 
Is a global agreement on climate change still necessary?
The strong increase in emissions in 2000-2010 shows that universal participation is a prerequisite for an efficient climate change agreement. The commitment to universality is at the heart of the Paris Agreement (Chantrel, E. 2016). Full inclusivity of all global nations is pivotal to the success of a global agreement. Furthermore, peaking of global emissions must occur soon if we are to lessen human costs. Global extreme weather events in every region of the world provide ample proof of the mounting human costs, in particular to the most vulnerable (Figueres, C. 2012). With every passing day that GHGs are being emitted, the necessity of a global agreement on climate change becomes increasingly more important. A global externality requires global cooperation (Pizer, W. 2006), therefore making a global agreement necessary.
Unfortunately global warming presents us with daunting and uncompromising math regarding how much global warming pollution can be emitted, climate change is starting to wreak damages across the world (NRDC, 2013), requiring a necessity for action to be taken immediately in order limit the impact upon the earth and resultantly the human race. 
Conclusion
To conclude, this report has analysed three of the major causes of failure of the Paris Agreement which are: lack of financial support for developing countries, lack of compliance with emissions targets, and insufficient targets to be met. The causes were discussed in depth with the use of evidence from experts in the field and reliable sources. Next, the report debated whether a global agreement on climate change is still necessary and reasons for this. Following the conclusion, there are recommendations for future action to be taken in order to see an effective Paris Agreement where nations from all over the world will work together to extinguish the largest threat to humanity today. 
Recommendations
This report has provided an analysis of the three major failures of the Paris Agreement, from this we can extract key information which has lead to the failures and make recommendations for future strategies that can be implemented to help overcome the issue, however this is often easier said than done. Firstly, lack of the correct funding and support to developing countries who produce the largest amount of GHGs has lead to a major failure of the agreement. In order to overcome this, there needs to be adequate and equitable funding. The funding required for adaptation and reduction measures is put at more than 200billion US dollars per year worldwide. The less developed countries are not in a position to fund adaptation, therefore adequate funds must be available in the long term (DETEC,  2009). The major funding issue could be tackled by legally requiring all developed countries to donate an adequate percentage of their gross national product to those in developing and emerging countries. 
Furthermore, lack of compliance is caused through not having harsh enough penalties and regulations in place to enforce compliance. As of 2nd-5th of June 2020, the Paris Agreement Implementation and Compliance Committee (PAICC) held its first meeting to facilitate implementation of and promote compliance with the provisions of the Paris Agreement (UNFCCC, 2020). Clearly nations are aware that there is a lack of compliance with the rules and this PAICC has been created to ensure that each Party honours their commitments to fight climate change in accordance with the Paris Agreement. If the PAICC are to perform their job thoroughly and commitments are enforced, it will help to tackle the issue of climate change.
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