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ECIE 5004
Celebrating Language and Culture Belonging to Wales.
This portfolio explores the critical role of the Welsh language in education and its impact on the wider community, with the focus being on cultural significance and how it promotes a sense of belonging to Wales. By probing into relevant policies, frameworks, and theories, it will highlight the focal role of the new curriculum for Wales which aims to immerse the Welsh language throughout all areas of the curriculum. This portfolio also includes examples of activities used in educational settings across Wales to promote the Welsh language.   
History
Whilst the Welsh language is one of the oldest languages in Europe, it has suffered an unsettled past. Many factors can be blamed for the demise and lack of use of the language. The migration of English workers looking to prosper into Wales diluted the language with the Welsh people having to accommodate and converse with the non-Welsh speakers. It has endured a long history of suppression, from the Laws in Wales acts (1535-1542) banning Welsh in courts and public offices, this resulting in positions being offered to those who spoke English. Children heard using their native language in schools were punished with the ‘Welsh Not’ in schools in the 18th and 19th century which consisted of a piece of wood with the letters N W written upon it. This would be hung around the neck of a child heard speaking Welsh and at the end of the day those wearing the Welsh Not, would be given a punishment all of this for speaking their native language in class (Dafydd, 2019)
Role
Despite all these challenges, the Welsh language was given new strength after political protests led to the Welsh language gaining legal recognition as the language of Wales, known as the Welsh Language act 1967. With this change in the law the effect on education led to the Education Reform act 1988 which made Welsh language a compulsory subject across schools. By the early 2000’s Welsh became a required subject from foundation phase to key stage 4 (Welsh government, 2017), embedding its place in the curriculum.
[bookmark: _Int_eVTGvMY5]Moving on to the fore-mentioned new Curriculum for Wales (2022) designed to integrate Welsh into all aspects of education. The Curriculum Cymraeig (1993) sought to promote Welsh culture and identity by embracing their local communities and their country, however, according to Estyn it was too inconsistent (2001). The difference with the New Curriculum being it is structured to ensure Welsh is incorporated across all areas of learning. With emphasis on Language and communication and literacy. This curriculum is not designed to just be taught as a subject but to ensure that Welsh is woven into students' everyday experiences. Research shows that whilst students in early years are enthusiastic about learning the language, the interest in learning Welsh as a second language in higher key stages declines. This decline paired with low GCSE attainment in Welsh as a second language, highlights the challenges still faced by the Welsh government.
Policies
[bookmark: _Int_srk5G2VL]Over the years, a series of policies and frameworks have been developed to support Welsh language education. The “Iaith Pawb: A National Action Plan for Bilingual Wales” (2003) emphasised the importance of early exposure to Welsh in preschool settings to promote bilingualism and prepare students for Welsh-medium schooling. Also, Gwynedd County’s Starter Iaith framework (2019) aims to boost confidence in Welsh, both inside and outside of school, and encourages the wider community to support Welsh language use (Welsh Government, 2019).

2015 saw the birth of The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. At the
heart of the legislation are seven well-being goals, the aim being to build a better
economic, social, environmental, and cultural Wales.
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[bookmark: _Int_OSnpKpDe]This can be delivered through speaking, listening, reading, and writing. It is apparent that the Welsh through Foundation phase is strong and is enjoyed by pupils (Welsh Government, 2015). Conversely, pupils in Key Stages two, three and four do not have the same hunger for the language. Furthermore, pupils in years nine, ten and eleven feel they do not have the necessary skills to use Welsh across the curriculum and not within the community (Welsh Government, 2015). Surprisingly, Welsh as a second language is also the lowest attaining GCSE than any other subject taken at the same level (Business Senedd Wales, 2019). Both The Well-being of Future Generations Act and the Successful Futures report highlight the need for bilingualism and the role it plays in cognitive development and the world of work. This is supported by Marian and Shook (2012) who found the positive cognitive impact bilingualism has on children to old age. The settings Curriculum policy (2022) states that Welsh, as a language to be learned and spoken, is offered through Curriculum Cymreig and designated lessons as appropriate. Welsh to be used outside of the classroom is encouraged, to form part of everyday life. This involves many aspects of Welsh culture. Ensuring that all pupils have access to the features and culture of Wales resulting in a more rounded education. 


The Welsh Government’s “Cymraeg 2050: A Million Welsh Speakers” (2017) sets the ambitious target of one million Welsh speakers by 2050. This vision requires sustained efforts across education, the community, and public life to integrate Welsh into everyday conversations and activities. However, challenges persist, especially across secondary education, where there is a shortage of qualified Welsh-Speaking teachers and a lack of sufficient resources to support students and their language learning (Morris, 2020).
A key aspect of the new curriculum is its thematic approach to teaching, this allows for the integration of Welsh across multiple areas of learning in a way that reflects real-world experiences. At a key stage 3 and 4 level this is encouraged and implemented in the hope of improving attainment levels in G.C.S.E. However, as the belief is to embed the language through foundation phases, the activities in this portfolio are designed for the Foundation phase learners. These demonstrate how Welsh can be embedded throughout Foundation phase.
Activities
Activity 1: Language, Literacy, and Communication This activity introduces vocabulary related to the weather and the days of the week. Students engage in pair work, matching words to images, and construct sentences based on the vocabulary they have learned. The activity draws on Piaget’s (1936) theory of language acquisition and Vygotsky’s (1978) Zone of Proximal Development, which emphasises the importance of scaffolding and collaborative dialogue in learning.
Activity 2: Mathematics and Numeracy
In this activity, students track the weather over a week and use Welsh to complete a weather chart. By discussing the weather and the days of the week, students are encouraged to use Welsh in a meaningful, real-world context. This activity also integrates mathematical concepts such as charting and prediction.
Activity 3: Health and Well-being, Expressive Arts
This activity introduces a song about clothing worn in different weather conditions, integrating music and movement to support language development. The use of a Welsh word bank helps students learn new vocabulary related to clothing, reinforcing the language in a creative and engaging manner.
Activity 4: Welsh Vocabulary through Storytelling
Students engage with a traditional Welsh folktale or story, learning key vocabulary as they listen. After reading the story, students work in pairs to retell the story using the new Welsh vocabulary. This encourages both listening and speaking skills, as well as the use of Welsh in a narrative context. This activity aligns with Vygotsky’s (1978) concept of scaffolding, as students build language skills with teacher support and peer collaboration.
Activity 5: Welsh Language Scavenger Hunt
[bookmark: _Int_vjDcqcHZ]This activity involves a scavenger hunt around the school or playground, where students are given Welsh clues related to items or locations (e.g., “Find the tree” – “Canfod y goeden”). Students work in small groups, using Welsh vocabulary to follow clues and complete tasks. This outdoor activity encourages movement while reinforcing language skills in a practical, real-world context. It also supports kinaesthetic learning, as students physically engage with the language (Lupton, 2022).
#activity 6: Welsh Art and Culture
Students create visual art projects inspired by Welsh culture, such as designing their own Welsh flags or illustrating traditional Welsh symbols like dragons or mountains. While creating their artwork, they are introduced to Welsh terms related to shapes, colours, and cultural elements. This activity integrates language learning with creative expression and can be expanded to include Welsh songs or stories that complement the art project. 	
 Activity 7: Welsh Language Drama
Students participate in a short drama or role-play activity where they perform a simple scene using basic Welsh phrases. They practice greetings, introductions, and expressions related to the scenario (e.g., at the market, at a café). This activity emphasizes speaking skills, promotes active engagement, and fosters confidence in using Welsh in everyday situations. It encourages students to take on roles and use the language in a meaningful and fun way (Gardner, 1983).



Evaluation
The activities deliver the diverse learning styles and encourage collaboration. They integrate Welsh across subjects, promoting incidental language use in real-life contexts. However, challenges remain, particularly in secondary education, where Welsh proficiency is often low, and resources not being readily available. Qualified Welsh speaking Teacher shortages and limited exposure to Welsh outside of school, depending on the areas lived in, hinder language retention. These activities support various learning styles—visual, auditory, and kinaesthetic—ensuring inclusivity for all students. They promote collaboration and active participation, which are crucial for language acquisition. However, challenges remain in ensuring that Welsh language education is consistently provided across all age groups, particularly in secondary schools. The shortage of qualified Welsh-speaking teachers, the lack of resources, and limited exposure outside the classroom hinder the full effectiveness of these programs. Despite these challenges, the integration of Welsh across the curriculum through engaging and practical activities will provide a meaningful way for students to connect with their language, culture, and heritage. The activities also lay the foundation for more complex language learning in later educational stages, encouraging a spiral curriculum approach (Bruner, 1960) that revisits and expands on language Skills. These activities are designed to support language development in a fun and engaging way. They integrate multiple learning styles— visual, auditory, and kinaesthetic—ensuring accessibility for all students (Lupton, 2022). The activities also foster a collaborative learning environment, encouraging students to work together in pairs and groups which works well in younger children. While the activities are designed to be inclusive and engaging, there remain challenges. Welsh is often seen as a second language in schools, and without consistent exposure, students may struggle to retain and use the language effectively especially key stage three and four where there are lots of other educational pressures, new subjects, new languages which may seem new and more exciting. 
The activities outlined above demonstrate effective methods for embedding the Welsh language into early education. They cater to diverse learning styles—visual, auditory, and kinaesthetic—and promote collaborative, individual, and group work. However, challenges remain in sustaining engagement and proficiency as pupils progress through school. Ways in which development and integration can remain sustained could be:
1. Strengthening Teacher Training: Addressing the shortage of qualified Welsh-speaking teachers is critical and pivotal to success. Comprehensive training programs should equip educators with the skills and confidence to teach Welsh effectively across all key stages with regular updates and supervision of practices by Learning Managers.
2. Enhancing Resources: Schools need access to high-quality Welsh language materials, particularly for non-Welsh-medium institutions. Digital tools and interactive platforms could support learning both in classrooms and at home. These should also include differentiated materials for those children who struggle with learning difficulties.
3. Community Engagement: Encouraging families and communities to embrace the Welsh language is essential. Initiatives like parent workshops and community events can create immersive environments that normalise bilingualism. More provision for parents to access courses in Welsh language run by local authorities for free through volunteers.
4. Policy Monitoring: Regular assessments of policies like Cymraeg 2050 are necessary to track progress and identify areas for improvement. Transparent reporting will ensure accountability and public confidence. Ensuring Curriculum for Wales is upheld in all educational settings throughout Wales.
5. Incentivising Secondary-Level Engagement: Tailored programs for older students, such as extracurricular activities and real-world applications, could reignite interest and demonstrate the practical value of Welsh in everyday life. More involvement in the community and businesses promoting Welsh speech.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Int_8dilCOtV]The revival of the Welsh language is a testament to the resilience and cultural pride of the Welsh people. While considerable progress has been made through education and policy reforms, challenges like qualified teacher shortages and declining engagement at secondary levels must be addressed to achieve long-term success. By integrating innovative and engaging teaching activities, strengthening support systems, and embracing community involvement, Wales can move closer to its vision of a vibrant, forward thinking bilingual society. The activities outlined in this portfolio demonstrate how Welsh can be integrated across subjects and areas of learning, making it a living language students can use both in and outside of school. Achieving the ambitious goals of Cymraeg 2050 will require sustained commitment, engagement, and collaboration across all sectors and by nurturing a bilingual generation, Wales can ensure the survival and thriving of its language and culture for future generations to come.

Examples of activities
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