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               Park Lane 
               Swansea
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How children’s rights are
implemented in school?

At St. James’ Primary School we care about the children’s rights. This booklet is to show you as parents or guardians how we implement the rights in the school and to show how it is so important to make sure that the children’s rights are being cared of.

Every child has the right to an education and as a school we want to give the best education we can to each and every child in our school, we also want a safe environment for the children keeping them safe and healthy. Our school has many different rights for your children. Some are:
· Safeguarding
· Basic Needs
· To Play
· Confidentiality
· Right to Education.


Children’s Rights




Safeguarding



As a school we want to keep your children safe, we will safeguard your children at all times. We ensure that all children of the school and being protected and receive efficient care all equally and no different than each other. 

From a professional point of view, according to the (NSPCC, 2018) “Safeguarding is the action that is taken to promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm. Safeguarding means:
· preventing harm to children’s health or development.
· ensuring children grow up with the provision of safe and effective care.
· taking action to enable all children and young people to have the best outcomes”.

To ensure that the children are safe during school hours we make sure that the gates are locked this makes it nearly impossible for people to get in or out without a key. All doors need a fob key to get in (only teachers are allowed these) and the front door has a doorbell with a camera to let people inside. We also have security camera around the schools which are watched by receptionists at all times. We want to protect the children at our school making sure that they are safe within the school grounds.
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St. James provides as much help for you as parents/guardians, if you are in need of help then we will work together as a team to give you the help or protection that you need. If you are in need of to get your child to school, dinner money, school uniform the school can provide you with the support and essentials that you need. As a school we will try our best to assist you, for example if you don’t have much money to give your child for school lunch we offer tickets for the children to have a free meal, or if you cannot get your child to school on time we can arrange a pick up system making sure that your child is able to get to school on time and get the education they need.  

St. James does not tolerate bullying. The school takes bullying seriously and there will be punishments, such as being sent out during lessons, not joining in on ‘fun’ activities or parents/guardians will be called into school or discuss the actions. Bullying behaviour includes:
•       Name calling and nasty teasing
•       Physical violence
•       Damage to belongings
•       Leaving pupils out of social activities deliberately and frequently

We provide a quiet spot for the children who are getting bullied or struggling with mental health issues and one child goes in at a time that can take a moment in peace alone or they can talk to our nurse who also specialises in mental health. The children are given a talk about bullying and mental health in assembly once a week to let them know how serious it is and how they should be treating others. 
 
The anti-bullying policy can benefit the children because they will want to come to school and miss out because of bullying, the ‘bully’ will be punished and they will learn to stop and understand what they are doing is bad and hopefully will not do it again. 
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Basic Needs



The basic needs of your children are very important to us as well as yourselves. The needs of children vary as they get older- From Nursery to Year 6 the needs will change slightly. We want your children to get all the needs they need. 
 
A professional theorist called Abraham Maslow came up with a pyramid here is a description of what it is- (McLeod, 2018) “Maslow's hierarchy of needs is a motivational theory in psychology comprising a five-tier model of human needs, often depicted as hierarchical levels within a pyramid.”
All of these needs will be met for the benefit of your child as above we have discussed the safety of your child during school hours.
A major basic need for a child is food. The school provides hot meals every day for the children that are having schools’ lunches. We make sure that every kid is being fed during lunch time because they need to eat to keep energised and active. The school also has school free lunch tickets for the children whose parents/guardian have a lower income or are unable to provide them with packed lunches, making sure that EVERY CHILD is getting a meal. 
In the morning we provide a free breakfast club for the children to have breakfast and then for parents/guardians who have work early and are unable to get the children to school on time, we’ve got your back. We provide this free system because we want what is best for the children and make sure that they can concentrate in class. We also provide a free healthy snack at break time if the children want it, this can help with their concentration or if they are hungry. 
[image: ]St. James provides food for everyone; we provide for children that are:
[image: ]·      Vegetarian / Vegan 
·      Coeliac
[image: ]·      Diabetic
·      Lactose Intolerant
·      General Allergies. (Need an Epidural Pen)
[image: ]Water bottles with the children’s names on are provided in every classroom so children can drink water whenever they want too, to keep hydrated throughout school time and when they are outside playing and having fun. We have several water fountains around the school for refills. (These bottles are free, so you don’t need to worry about them being paid for).
It is important for us to maintain a good relationship with the children because we want them to have the best school life, they possibly can have good teacher and student relationships. We also want to have good relationships with you as parents/guardians, we care about you as much as our students. We want to let you know as much as we can with changes to the school, what your children are learning about and meals etc. For you also to be able to come to us if you have any issues and we will try and help you resolve them. For example, if you are unhappy with what your child is being taught then you can let us know, or if you want to give us suggestions then we will hear you out.
 
Issues that could arise is that if a child has an allergy to something we will need to know as your child is at risk, we will need the child to sit away from any child that has food with another child with the item of allergy. Another issue is that we need to make sure that we know the dietary needs of your children as they may not know themselves and they could choose something that doesn’t meet their needs. It is a policy that we need to know all dietary needs and allergies of your child to protect them.
To Play




A policy that we have at St. James is that we make sure  
that all the children get to play when they are on their break or on a Friday afternoon, they get to play either inside or outside as a part of ‘golden time’, this is a part of getting the children to make decisions for themselves and to have freedom and as a Friday treat. 
 
It is important for children to go outside and have a break from learning because the children may need a break because they will get frustrated sitting in a classroom for too long. 
At playtime we offer different area of playing such as:
·       Football (Soft Ball) = No injuries
·       Wooden play area
·       Climbing Wall (Member of staff always next to the wall)
·       General play around playground
·       Indoor activities (Drawing, Painting, Blocks and many more).
·       Variety of items they can play with on the playground (hula hoops, skipping ropes, clipboard and chalk and many more).

All teachers believe that play time is important and that every child deserves to play. According to (Cath Prisk,2019) “Increased confidence, social and environmental awareness, interest and curiosity in their surroundings and in general. Greater levels of creativity and resilience, problem solving and risk-taking. Practical skills transferred into the classroom and increased concentration. The list is endless.”  (Teacher in UK).
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It is very important for children to have play time because it is very good developing the children’s general skills because it helps them grow. For example, it helps with their social skills as they are making new friends and socialising with different people in different year groups as well as their own, this will help them in near future because they are mixing with different people. It also helps their physical skills because all children run around when they are playing which means they are getting fit as well as having fun. Playing helps with children’s motor skills as they are climbing, jumping and running around. It would be wrong to take the right of play away from a child as they need this to develop to mature and grow up.  
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There are other policies for the playground that the children know. One of them being the first aid and health and safety, the children know that if they fall over, they go to a teacher on duty and talk to them about it. We have a school nurse there all time so provide the help professionally assuring that the children are being treated correctly.

The children given these breaks:
	Session
	Time
	Supervision

	Before School
	8:30 - 8:45am
	2/3 Members of staff

	Morning Break
	10:25 – 10:40am
	2/3 Members of staff

	Lunch Break
	12:15 – 1:10pm 
	2/3 Members of staff
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A Risk assessment is a policy that is carried out for the playground for the safety of your children. St. James tries and gets the risk assessment updated every 12 months to maintain safety, we get a professional risk assessor out. The teachers also carry out their own risk assessments on the equipment ensuring that it is safe for the children to use, we do this so that the children are safe using the equipment and don’t injure themselves.  The teachers carry out their assessment every month because of our climbing wall and wooden play area as these are risks of the children getting injured. Another policy is out anti-bullying policy which is mentioned above in greater detail. We do not tolerate bullying at this school, bullying happens mostly on the playground and when a child that is bullying another, we will take away time of their play as punishment as we cannot take away all the time play from the children because all children have the right to play. 




Confidentiality


We take confidentiality very seriously at St. James. We want you as parents and guardians to have all your trust in the teachers and staff at this school and trust us with the information that you give us that will not be talked about unless necessary. As the children's right to their confidentiality should not be breached for their well-being.
 As a policy for the teachers, to maintain as much confidentiality as we can for your children keeping their private notes, we:
·      Keep all private information about your child locked in a different room (you need a key fob to get in)
·      Notes of each child are kept in a filling draw designated to each class
·      Only head teacher and main class teacher can access the information (they have a key to the cabinet)  
·      Only looking at these notes if it is necessary or important.
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By keeping these rules, we are keeping your child safe as no one is allowed to access the information about your children if not needed.
 
When we have visitors at the school, they are all made aware of the confidentiality act and the rules we have. The school nurse will only have information about medical issues and history and only the nurse can have this information as it is their duty. 
 
At all times when you need to take photos or videos for the school website or for other purposes, as the safety of your child we will send letters out to you for a signature as your permission to take photographs or videos. We want permission and we respect your choices. However, your children will be recorded on security cameras for the school’s safety.
 
When we take your children on school trips, we will also need an emergency contact number and we will carry that on the school trip if any accidents occur. We will keep them in a file and only the teacher in charge will be allowed to have that file and it will not be shared with the other teachers on the trip. The teacher in charge will be the only one allowed to contact the parents/guardians, as it has your personal details on the form paper. 

 The teachers at St. James know how important it is when they interact with students and discussing the students with other staff as the students that they do not tell other staff member any information they know about the child. The children can tell the teacher some personal information. However, if the students tell their teacher something personal and it needs to be shared with the head teacher for further actions. 
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‘Working in school facility we find out a lot of information about the children and family. We may hear about divorces, illnesses, abuse and money problems etc. All of this information will be handled very carefully’ (No Name, 2008
Right to Education




According to (Alex Leonard, 2020) The “UNCRC says that children and young people have the right to education no matter who they are, regardless of race, gender or disability; if they’re in detention”.

St. James believe that all children deserve to learn the same things and no different, we expect all children the same year groups to learn the same topics and work and no different because it would be unfair if they didn’t learn the same. We will work as a team to help the children who have disabilities and give them the same education as the other children but extra help, because we want to treat the children all the same and no different, otherwise the children will be treated unequally.
 
At St. James school all of our teacher is highly trained and qualified ensuring that they provide the best education for your children. The teachers are monitored regular from a professional education visitor, then feedback is given back to the head teacher if any improvements need to be made then the school teachers will have a meeting and then information will be discussed between all teachers on how they have improve. 
	
	







The teachers want to bring fun to some of the lessons, for example we will bring outdoor learning to the lessons as well as indoor because it helps with their social skills as well as intellectual skills.
·      Chinese Whispers as this helps with language skills
·      Farmers Market this helps with math skills as we will put up a fake market and have prices and let the children work out the prices with fake money.
·      Outdoor den building and many more other lessons for outdoors for all age groups. 

We do not stop any child from learning as we have no right to stop the children from learning, if the children have been misbehaving, we will not punish them by not teaching them, we will send them out the classroom and have a word with them and then let them back in to continue with the lesson.

The teacher at St. James makes sure that your child is sent home with homework at least two to three times a week assuring they are working intellectually at home as well as at school. We also send reading books home every night so that your child is able to read by themselves, also helping them cognitively and actively reading and learning.
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We offer extra support for children with disabilities to ensure that they have the same education as the other children as they need the extra help. We have extra teachers in the classroom for the extra support and have one-to-one support for those with disabilities if needed. We want ALL children to have the same right in education.
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The Welsh Language is a part of the school curriculum, and we teach Welsh in every year group and every day. All of our teachers are fully qualified in teaching Welsh and speak it fluently. It is important to bring in the Welsh language into schools because it can help the children when they are older, and it helps them have better writing skills and they are able to learn other foreign languages when they are older because they are learning two languages at a time it is very good for their cognitive developmental skills. 
In this booklet it has explained about some of the rights that your children are entitled to within the school. Your children deserve all of these rights and that is why we have put these rights in. 


If you would like more information, please contact us.





THANK YOU!
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