



Abstract 

This dissertation explores the question: “Is crime a social construct?”, by examining the factors that influence crime within communities. This is achieved through exploring three objectives including the impact of socioeconomic disparities on crime, the influence of institutional practices on criminality, and the role of social and cultural narratives in defining crime within communities. Whilst crime is often perceived as an objective legal framework, this research aims to challenge this by examining the broader context in which behaviours are considered criminal and how certain groups are disproportionately affected by these perceptions. 

Through utilising a mixed method approach, the study revealed that the perception of crime is not equal amongst different communities. The literature review and survey revealed that socioeconomic disparities have a fundamental role in influencing crime and its social perception. Whereas institutional practices such as law enforcements and judicial systems contribute to elements of criminality. Furthermore, the research illustrates the effect of external factors such as social and cultural narratives in defining crime. It explores the effects of media portrayals and the influence this has on the social perception of crime.

This examination aims to highlight that crime is not a legal concept, but a socially constructed narrative that is influenced by factors such as institutional practices, social disparities and cultural narratives. The purpose of this dissertation is to enhance the understanding of crime, by accounting for alternative factors that influence its perception.
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[bookmark: _Toc197436786]Introduction 
Davies (2024) has postulated that most traditional crimes have been reduced by 90% within 30 years. This is supported by Barber (2022), who implies that all crime (excluding fraud and cybercrime) has decreased by three-quarters since 1995. However, such claims invite a closer examination of key terms and assumptions. Traditional crime can be defined as a category of offences committed for immediate or temporary benefits by individuals or groups, often involving direct harm to others or property (Dey, 2020). Furthermore, Kranenbarg et al. (2018) suggest that emerging crime trends like cybercrime are surpassing traditional crimes. As new crimes continue to emerge, they have prompted the development of new definitions, further shaping the legal and social perception of what constitutes criminal behaviour. 

Crime is defined by legal frameworks, which have been informed by social, political, and moral norms (Fichtelberg, 2021). These frameworks evolve and are influenced by social, cultural, and economic contexts. However, institutional practices continue to regulate crime and harmful behaviours that disrupt communities. Domínguez and Montbolio (2021) explored how this can be achieved through improving police and community relationships. These dynamics will demonstrate how crime is constructed and managed within different social structures. Additionally, it will illustrate how institutional practices adapt to emerging challenges. 

Societal values, rules, and power structures significantly contribute to the perception of crime. Canter and Young (2016) support this by suggesting that crime is influenced by cultural and social contexts. It further explores how crime is perceived within different communities and how the perception and definition of crime have evolved. This can be demonstrated by the difference between moral and legal standards. Morality and law represent different aspects of society and normative behaviours (Cane, 2012). Legal systems enforce formal sanctions, whereas moral frameworks are often personal, religious, or philosophical. This difference is essential for understanding how crime is influenced by social perceptions. 

Exploring crime as a social construct is essential for understanding the role of societal narratives that contribute to the perception of crime and deviant behaviour. As opposed to viewing crime as an individual element, this approach recognises that definitions and perceptions of criminality evolve over time and within cultural contexts. It highlights how specific socioeconomic groups influence crime, further reflecting and reinforcing structures of inequality. A socioeconomic group is defined by its position within society, which is determined by occupation, education, or social class (Manstead, 2018). This research aims to support existing literature while also challenging certain aspects of it, to demonstrate how sociological insights can inform the development of more effective and relevant responses to crime. 

It is important to acknowledge that disparities among socioeconomic groups may affect criminality. This includes factors such as material deprivation, which refers to limited access to essential resources such as housing, education, and healthcare (Torres-Tellez, 2023). Through examining different factors, this research will determine whether crime is a social construct within modern-day society and demonstrate how understanding its context is essential for the development of deterrence strategies. It is especially relevant in today’s socioeconomic climate, where 22% of the British population is living in poverty (Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 2024) and is committing crimes to access the resources they require. The research of Merton implies that individuals are likely to commit an offence if they do not possess the means to achieve it legitimately (Featherstone and Deflem, 2003). Therefore, demonstrates the impact of socioeconomic disparities on criminal behaviour in communities. However, Savolainen et al. (2013) have challenged Merton’s theory by suggesting that his ideologies are outdated and not applicable to modern-day society. 

Institutional practices such as law enforcement and judicial systems are an essential aspect of shaping criminality by influencing how crime is perceived and addressed within society. A modern criminal justice system has attempted to ensure that every offender is treated fairly and is rehabilitated effectively to create safer communities (Howard League for Penal Reform, 2024). This has been achieved by the implementation of new policing strategies and legislation, which can either reinforce or challenge the social perception of crime. Despite this, there have been recent discussions in the media that suggest several inequalities in the criminal and judicial system persist. This can be illustrated by the disparities in arrest rates, where black individuals were arrested over twice as much as those who are white (Home Office, 2024). In addition to this, over-policing certain crimes may influence the social perception of crime.  This will further assess how policing strategies and criminal justice policies reinforce or challenge the social construction of crime within various communities. 

Focusing on more specific elements, such as the role of social and cultural narratives in defining crime within communities, will establish whether crime is a social construct. Historically, society collectively had one concept of crime, and all criminals were prosecuted similarly. Research suggests that the perception of crime varies amongst communities, thereby resulting in different responses towards crime (Wolfgang, 1978). Cultural narratives are influenced by factors such as family, education, peers, and societal values, which collectively define what is criminal or deviant. Therefore, the application of laws that regulate deviant and criminal behaviours may vary within different cultures. For example, violent crimes were endorsed amongst subcultures like the Teddy Boys to improve their social status (Savage, 2024). Media outlets will sensationalise events, which can result in misinterpretation of certain crimes and their perpetrators. This is evident in cases regarding the Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement, where the media illustrated a false narrative, focusing on violence and conflict rather than the objective of the protest (Henn and Posegga, 2023). Moreover, this research will examine how media representations and societal norms contribute to the public perception of criminality.
[bookmark: _Toc197436787]Objectives 
The focus of this research is to answer the question, ‘Is crime a social construct?’ by examining the factors that influence criminality within communities. This will be achieved through the following objectives:  
• Investigate the impact of socioeconomic disparities on criminal behaviour in communities: Analyse how factors such as poverty, education, employment opportunities, and housing inequalities contribute to the prevalence and type of crimes committed within different socioeconomic groups. 
• Evaluate the influence of institutional practices, such as law enforcement and judicial systems in shaping criminality: Critically assess how policing strategies and criminal justice policies reinforce or challenge the social construction of crime within various communities. 
• Explore the role of social and cultural narratives in defining crime within communities: Examine how societal norms and media representations contribute to the public perceptions of criminality. 
[bookmark: _Toc197436788]Scope
The next chapter presents a review of existing literature, examining theoretical concepts and perspectives that inform this research. It will focus on the relevant discussions surrounding the social construction of crime, exploring the various theoretical frameworks that influence how criminal behaviour is understood in diverse societal contexts. Chapter three discusses the methodological framework, detailing the research design, data collection strategies, and analytical methods used. This chapter will also discuss ethical considerations and the limitations of this research. Furthermore, chapter four will present the study’s findings, interpreting them through the theoretical concepts previously explored. The final chapter will conclude the research, reflecting on its significance, limitations, and suggesting possible directions for future research. Additionally, this chapter will highlight any unexpected findings and consider their implications for understanding crime as a social construct.



[bookmark: _Toc197436789]Literature Review 
The purpose of this literature review is to examine whether crime is a social construct by analysing factors that influence criminality within communities. This topic was chosen to demonstrate the importance of understanding how these factors shape the social perceptions of crime. The review will explore how social disparities contribute to the prevalence and nature of crime committed within specific socioeconomic groups.  In addition, the review will assess the impact of institutional practices such as policing and judicial processes in reinforcing or challenging the perceptions of crime. By evaluating the role of social and cultural narratives in defining crime, this review aims to deconstruct the narrative that criminal behaviour originates from deprived areas and is committed by specific socioeconomic groups.  It will also identify gaps in the literature, proposing directions for future research and practices. The study will examine how these factors collectively contribute to the social construction of crime and its influence on criminality within communities. 

An analysis of current research demonstrates an insufficient knowledge of the relationship between poverty, discrimination, and systematic bias and their combined influence on shaping criminal behaviour.  This review will further assess how these factors influence or reinforce one another.
[bookmark: _Toc197436790]The Impact of Socioeconomic Disparities on Crime 
Socioeconomic disparities can influence criminal behaviour within communities. This includes factors such as poverty, education, employment opportunities, and housing inequalities. Socioeconomic resources play a crucial role in addressing poverty and inequality. The research of De Courson and Nettle (2021) suggests that crime and reduced social cohesion are associated with increased levels of inequalities or limited accessibility to socioeconomic resources. An increase in the number of individuals experiencing poverty may further contribute to the prevalence and nature of crimes committed within specific socioeconomic groups. Newburn (2016) elaborates on this by implying that income inequality significantly influences violent and property crime, more specifically in deprived areas. This can be further supported by the research of the Trust for London (2025), which recorded forty percent more crime in low-income areas in 2023. It is thought that violent crimes occur in disadvantaged communities due to an increased level of exploitation, with individuals presenting deviant behaviour to assert dominance and avoid being victimised (De Courson et al., 2023). 

Materialism also plays a crucial role in influencing criminality, where the desire to possess luxurious items entices individuals to resort to crime (Shek et al., 2022). Merton’s theories of anomie and strain provide context for this, explaining that crime is committed by those who cannot achieve means legitimately (Murphy and Robinson, 2008). Theories of such propose that specific groups and individuals are more likely to engage in antisocial or criminal behaviour. Despite this, Savolainen et al. (2013) reinforce the principle that socioeconomic disparities should not account for crime in modern-day society. The article suggests that the association between criminality and socioeconomic disparities is a result of heritable and acquired characteristics and competencies. Therefore, demonstrates the importance of studying the influence of socioeconomic disparities alongside other factors such as social and cultural narratives. 

Limited research into the relationship between socioeconomic factors and crime does not provide context to explain why crime occurs in thriving communities. However, the House of Commons (2014) implies that under the previous government, institutional attitudes influenced how police officers approach crime, resulting in some offences being overlooked. This further emphasises the research of the Police Foundation (2017), which suggests that neighbourhood policing teams are compromising a high volume of data by over-policing certain offences. In addition to this, the complexity of organised crime may affect the ability to effectively investigate these offences. The Police Foundation (2017) suggests that this is further impacting offending rates, which contributes to disparities among figures. This will then further contribute to the narrative that specific socioeconomic groups commit more offences.


[bookmark: _Toc197436791]Influence of Institutional Practices in Shaping Criminality 
It is believed that an individual’s behaviour is influenced by their environment. This can be demonstrated by the research of Schubert et al. (2011), which discovered that young offenders’ behaviour is significantly influenced by their experience of the criminal justice system, and this will impact their behaviour as adults. Ineffective rehabilitation strategies and early deterrence strategies are impacting offending rates, with an estimated 29% of offenders re-offending (Taylor, 2022). In addition to this, it is estimated that young offenders typically re-offend and commit around four offences each (Youth Justice Board, 2024).

 Implementing more effective strategies and developing different approaches to rehabilitate offenders may significantly contribute to reducing re-offending rates. The previous government proposed new measures to improve rehabilitation in prisons, which include addressing the requirements of different cultures, providing access to resources, and creating safer modern rehabilitation facilities (Ministry of Justice, 2022). However, Bullock and Bunce (2020) criticise both existing and proposed rehabilitation strategies for their limited effectiveness following release from prison and probation services. Their research highlights the need for additional support and early-stage preparation to guide individuals in transitioning back into the community. 

Criminological research has informed the criminal justice system of preventative measures to challenge criminality within communities. An example of this includes the Rational Choice Theory (1979), which implies that a likely offender, a suitable target, and the absence of a capable guardian constitute criminality. Therefore, effective deterrence strategies have been implemented to reduce offending. An approach that has been utilised by police services to challenge criminality is problem-oriented policing, more specifically hot spot policing. This concept focuses on increasing the number of police and deterrence methods within a specific area and has been proven effective at reducing violent crime and disorder (College of Policing, 2021). 

A limitation of this approach is spatial crime displacement, which occurs when a significant focus on reducing crime in a specific area results in the relocation of criminal activity (Weisburd, 2016). In addition, increasing police presence in specific areas may result in non-conformity and distrust amongst specific communities. This is especially evident in disadvantaged communities, where existing perceptions of police legitimacy are insufficient (Bolaji and Metcalfe, 2024). 

Expanding on this, systematic bias can reinforce criminality within some communities. The most prominent bias that appears within institutional practices is racial bias. Institutionalised racism can be defined as the failure of an establishment to offer suitable and professional behaviour or service to individuals based on their race, culture, or ethnicity (Macpherson, 1999). This can be reflected through practices such as stop-and-search procedures. Recent data demonstrate the disparities in stop-search procedures, as black individuals were detained four times more than those who are white (Home Office, 2024). This can be attributed to high volumes of crime within specific areas and other crime characteristics. 

While historic events such as the Brixton Riots illustrate the effect institutional racism has on reinforcing crime within communities, it is important to consider more recent evidence to understand the complexity of institutional practices and their impact on social perception. Casey (2023) raised significant concerns regarding institutional culture, accountability, and trust, particularly against marginalised groups. However, labelling the criminal justice system as institutionally racist requires an examination of other factors, including social exclusion, gang involvement, and anti-authoritarian attitudes (Committee on Race and Ethnic Disparities, 2021).

Elaborating on this, Casey (2023) acknowledges that black and ethnic minority individuals are disproportionately targeted by certain practices within the Metropolitan Police. The report emphasises the need for improved representation of these communities within the police and states that more must be done to increase public confidence in the police. To improve this, several suggestions were made to implement community policing modules to reduce conflict between the criminal justice system and the public. Community policing strategies aim to promote collaborative relationships between the police and the public to address the catalyst of the crime rather than focus on punitive policies (College of Policing, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc197436792]The Role of Social and Cultural Narratives in Defining Crime within Communities 
Social and cultural narratives are an essential aspect of defining crime within communities by influencing how societies identify crime, label individuals as criminals, and the perception and punishment of crime. These refer to a system of beliefs and values that shape the behaviour and perceptions of a community (National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, 2018). These narratives are influenced by social norms, media portrayals, and cultural values, which contribute to the social perception of crime. Although similar, they influence the perception of criminality differently. This can be attributed to the different types of norms, values, and historical influences within different communities. 

The social disorganisation theory further highlights how these narratives influence a community’s ability to regulate crime. It explains that factors such as poverty, frequent relocation, and family instability diminish a community’s ability to establish relationships and enforce social norms (Schroder et al., 2014). When social sanctions are not able to be enforced, the community’s ability to collectively cooperate and implement social norms to deter crime is compromised. Social sanctions are an essential aspect of regulating and maintaining order within a community by enforcing social norms through reactions of approval or disapproval (Claridge, 2020). Therefore, communities with disrupted social structures are more likely to present criminal or deviant behaviour. 

The Cycle of Violence further provides context for the influence of cultural and social narratives on crime within communities. This theory suggests that the repetitive nature of abusive relationships can significantly impact the victim, potentially influencing them to either become violent perpetrators or remain in abusive situations as victims (Widom, 1989). It has three main elements that explain the cycle, including escalation, incident, and reconciliation. This is especially relevant when examining patterns in domestic abuse relationships, child abuse, and community violence. Intimate partner violence has become an epidemic that is affecting approximately thirty percent of women globally (World Health Organization, 2024). 

The research of Sangeetha et al. (2022) has explored the effect of intimate partner violence and its effect on victims. Their research defines intimate partner violence as a critical social issue that violates women’s rights and represents a global health concern, affecting the well-being of women across diverse countries and cultures. Walker (1977) expands on this, suggesting that traditional social narratives have conditioned individuals, predominantly women, to remain in violent relationships. Traditional social norms reinforce gender stereotyping, preventing women from attaining equal status and portraying them as the property of men. This issue is particularly evident across cultures where violence against women is condoned (Yonfa et al., 2021). Thus, emphasising the influence of social structure and its effectiveness in enforcing control amongst a community.

Furthermore, Sangeetha et al.'s (2022) review of When I Hit You demonstrates how cultural narratives shape the cycle of violence. Their research summarises how social and cultural narratives, like preserving reputation and traditional gender roles, contribute to abuse.  Despite this, a limitation of their research is that it exclusively focuses on intimate partner violence in heterosexual relationships. Rollé et al. (2018) imply that researchers have not explored the correlation between LGBTQI+ relationships and intimate partner violence due to existing fears and misconceptions. However, all methods of abuse are more common in homosexual or bisexual relationships (Messinger, 2011). Another limitation of their research is its narrative-based methodology, which generally can be criticised for its reliability. As this method relies on the researcher’s interpretation of the participant's experience, the personal biases involved can affect the accuracy and consistency of the findings (Bell, 2002). 

Additionally, the effect of social and cultural narratives can be reflected through media portrayals.  Baranauskas and Drakulich (2018) explored the construction of crime within the media and its influence on the perception of crime. Their research emphasises that crime is not reported but constructed through framing techniques that influence how audiences perceive criminal behaviour, justice, and punishment. For example, media outlets will often focus on sensationalising violent offences and high-profile cases, resulting in a false representation of crime.  This can misinform the public about accurate crime rates and create an exaggerated fear of crime. By focusing on particular crimes, media representations can distort the public perception of crime, reinforcing cultural and social narratives that may not accurately reflect reality. 

These misrepresentations are particularly noticeable in the portrayal of certain social groups. According to Leverntz (2012), media outlets often portray young male ethnic minorities from deprived areas as offenders. This research endorses the idea that media portrayals influence the public perception of crime and implies that they further contribute to the development of punitive policies. It is estimated that 71% of the British population believes that the criminal justice system is too lenient when it comes to punishment (House of Commons Justice Committee, 2023). These ideologies are reinforced through political campaigns and informal interactions between the public and law enforcement agencies (Leverntz, 2018).  These campaigns also foster racial stereotypes portrayed by the media to support their narrative and implement stricter deterrence measures.

Szczepan (2024) examined the effect of sensationalising crime and its impact on public fear and perceptions of victimisation. The study proposes that consistent representation of crime through the use of accessible outlets such as documentaries and television shows contribute to the desensitisation of crime. It further predicts that this may result in differences in both direct and indirect victims portrayed and their experience of victimisation. Despite this, Di Tella et al. (2019) revealed that existing victims of crime are more likely to become desensitised to crime. Thus, emphasising the effect that extended exposure to crime has on individuals, especially those who reside in areas with high crime or weak social cohesion. 

Although media portrayals can significantly influence the public perception of crime, they often support policing strategies and raise awareness about crime-related issues. Walsh et al. (2022) address the concern of framing techniques used by media outlets and acknowledge the impact this has on social and cultural narratives. However, their research also emphasises its relevance in modern-day society, suggesting that media sources are an essential aspect of policing. The article highlights multiple benefits of combining policing practice and the media, including improved engagement, transparency, and knowledge. Further focusing on the disparities among representations of black and ethnic minorities, Bjornstrom et al. (2010) suggest that crime characteristics and regional demographics may account for this. This includes the severity of a crime, victim demographics, and the number of victims. 
 
In conclusion, this literature review has explored the concept of crime as a social construct by examining factors that contribute to the perception of criminality within communities. Through analysing social disparities, institutional practices, and cultural narratives, the influence of structural and societal narratives can be demonstrated. The review demonstrates how the correlation between socioeconomic inequalities, systematic bias, and media portrayals reinforces stereotypes of specific communities. Furthermore, institutional practices often reflect and sustain these narratives rather than challenge them. Despite the proposed suggestions to improve this, there is limited research that provides a perspective on the collective influence of poverty, discrimination, and systematic bias on criminal behaviour. Addressing how these disparities inform each other will provide further insight. Ultimately, acknowledging the social construction of crime can further inform criminal justice policies and promote strategies that support marginalised communities and those disproportionately affected by crime.







[bookmark: _Toc197436793]Methodology 

The purpose of this research is to establish whether crime is a social construct and to examine the factors that contribute to criminality within communities. To achieve this, a variety of literature was reviewed. The objective of this research includes investigating the impact of socioeconomic disparities on criminal behaviour, examining the influence of institutional practices in shaping criminality, and exploring the role of social and cultural narratives in defining crime. Through reviewing existing literature, it was evident that there is limited research that examines the correlation between certain factors including poverty, discrimination, and systematic bias, and how that contributes to criminality and the perception of crime. This study aims to contribute to existing research by challenging or reinforcing previous findings. This chapter will examine the methodological approach applied in this study and provide justifications for the research methods chosen. Additionally, it will evaluate the advantages, limitations, and ethical considerations of this research. 
[bookmark: _Toc197436794]Research Onion  
This methodological framework was introduced by Saunders et al. (2019) to provide context for researchers during their study. It is a framework that divides research into subsections to support researchers in selecting appropriate methods and to help achieve reliable outcomes. This framework will be applied to this study to ensure that the chosen research methods are effective and contribute to producing substantial and comprehensive findings. 
[bookmark: _Toc197436795]Research Philosophy 
The first element of this framework is research philosophy, which refers to the assumptions and beliefs about how knowledge is formed and understood (Saunders et al., 2009). The framework focuses on three philosophical approaches. This study will adopt an interpretivism research philosophy method. Interpretivism research philosophy acknowledges the subjective nature of reality and emphasises the importance of interpreting societal dynamics through the experiences and perspectives of research participants (Ryan, 2018). It is essential to consider the responses generated through the selected research method, especially when external variables may influence the participants' feedback. As this study heavily relies on how external factors influence the perception of crime this approach is best suited. An advantage of this approach is the insight that it allows researchers to achieve, enabling them to focus on specific contexts and develop a better understanding of the research (Pham, 2018). This will ensure that conclusions are well-structured and clear. 
[bookmark: _Toc197436796]Research Approach 
After selecting the appropriate research philosophy, the framework offers two possible approaches. As this research will utilise an interpretivism perspective, it is most beneficial to apply an inductive reasoning approach. The purpose of an inductive approach is to develop a better understanding by identifying generalisations and patterns based on specific observations or data (Klauer and Phye, 2008). This will allow researchers to develop a theory or conclusion from the information collected. Furthermore, Theophilus (2018) demonstrates that inductive research includes systematically comparing and contrasting data to identify emerging patterns and generate generalised conclusions. By adopting a combined interpretive and inductive approach to compare and evaluate public perception, this study accounts for external variables which helps inform an insightful and compelling research study. 
[bookmark: _Toc197436797]Methodological Choice 
The methodological choice will establish whether the research will consist of qualitative or quantitative data. Quantitative data refers to numerical information, whereas qualitative data provides a descriptive representation (Tang, 2020). According to Leavy (2020), qualitative data is achieved through methods like interviews, observations, or recordings and is beneficial for understanding social reality by exploring the meaning individuals assign their experiences and interactions. Quantitative data is collected through methods such as surveys and aims to produce new knowledge by reducing complex variables into measurable components within structured and controlled environments (O’Dwyer and Bernauer, 2016). This research aims to utilise both qualities by implementing a mixed methods approach. A mixed method approach will enable research to be explored from multiple perspectives, combining the subjective insights of qualitative research with the consistent and widely applicable data from quantitative data (Regnault et al., 2018). As this study gathers multiple perspectives on crime and its influences, relying on one method would not provide an accurate narrative. Utilising a mixed method approach ensures that the study illustrates the complexity of these perspectives, addressing individual details of this study. 
[bookmark: _Toc197436798]Research Strategy 
The research strategy that has been selected for this study is a survey. A survey is a method used to collect data and insights from individuals. It is typically employed to obtain specific information on a topic, particularly when existing research is limited (Ceccato et al., 2024).  This research strategy was chosen as it allows large amounts of data to be collected from diverse populations, making them ideal for addressing research questions where broad patterns and trends need to be identified. An advantage of using both quantitative and qualitative components in the survey is the valuable insight that it provides the researcher, along with the ability to maintain a persistent comparative approach during data analysis (Palinkas et al., 2015). The survey will be distributed online, using social media platforms such as Instagram, Facebook, and X (formerly Twitter). This ensures that the survey will generate responses from different age categories, ethnicities, and genders. The use of social media allows for quicker access to a diverse audience, especially those who are not accessible through traditional methods. In addition to this, online surveys are generally more accessible. It was recorded by McMaster et al. (2017) that online surveys typically receive a higher response rate in comparison to traditional paper surveys, indicating that contacting participants online is more effective. 
[bookmark: _Toc197436799]Time Horizon 
Furthermore, the research framework provided by Saunders et al. (2019) recommends the research be completed within a certain timeframe. Their research emphasises the importance of adhering to a specific timeframe, suggesting that the chosen time structure will determine whether the research will capture limited results within a specific time or a broader set of data collected at intervals. This survey will utilise a cross-sectional approach, that allows relevant information to be collected within a specific time (Kesmodel, 2018). An advantage of this approach is its efficiency. Due to its nature, researchers can quickly gather information, allowing them to observe variables within the population simultaneously (Capili, 2022). According to Wang and Cheng (2020), cross-sectional research is effective for determining the prevalence and analysing the correlation between various factors and outcomes. A cross-sectional approach will be beneficial for this research project, as it adheres to the time constraints of an academic deadline. This survey will be distributed via social media platforms over a week to ensure that it generates the estimated amount of responses. Following the completion of this survey, the responses will be analysed accordingly.
[bookmark: _Toc197436800]Techniques for data collection, processes, and analysis 
To collect primary data, the survey will generate qualitative and quantitative data through the use of open and closed-ended questions. Open-ended questions encourage participants to provide detail that allows further exploration of a specific topic, in contrast to closed-ended questions which generate a consensus through set responses (Rosala, 2024). According to Baburajan et al. (2022) combining this approach results in more comprehensive and meaningful data. Their research further emphasises the importance of using consistent and accessible language that is understandable to the survey's target audience, as this encourages greater participation and improves data quality. The survey will be created through the use of Google Forms, which will ensure that the survey is accessible. Additionally, Google Forms can present quantitative data through pie charts, which helps visualise data and interpret results. Following the submission of data, it can be examined and analysed using thematic analysis. Thematic analysis evaluates, examines, and identifies reoccurring patterns that are evident in the data collection process (Sovacool et al., 2023). 
[bookmark: _Toc197436801]Sampling 
Sampling is the process of selecting individuals from a larger population to represent the researcher's target audience (Kelley et al., 2003). This research survey will utilise a convenience sampling method, where participants are easily accessible and are self-enrolled (Novosel, 2023). Convenience sampling is a popular sampling method due to its practicality, as it allows for efficient data collection with minimal resources. The survey will aim to generate 100 responses from individuals aged between 18 and 65. This sample size has been selected to ensure that this research is representative of different characteristics. The Medical Research Council (2022) emphasises the importance of diversity among research, as it is a crucial aspect of achieving credible data.  
[bookmark: _Toc197436802]Reliability and Validity 
Reliability and validity are fundamental concepts in research that ensure the quality and trustworthiness of a study’s findings. According to Andersson et al. (2024), reliability is defined as the consistency of data, regardless of the tools used or the observers conducting the evaluation. To ensure that this study is reliable, the research method and the survey questions must be clearly explained and well structured. Validity refers to the extent to which the data collected through the survey accurately reflects the characteristics of the general population (Patino and Ferreira, 2018). To enhance the validity of this study, the sample will collect a variety of responses that will represent a larger population. In addition to this, the survey questions will align with the research objectives.
[bookmark: _Toc197436803]Limitations 
A limitation that could potentially occur during this study is sampling bias. According to Novosel (2023), convenience sampling increases the risk of sampling bias suggesting the findings may not be an accurate representation of a larger population. To address this limitation, the study will clearly define sample characteristics and acknowledge the generalisability in the analysis and conclusion. Additionally, any demographic or contextual data collected will be used to provide transparency. This will allow the readers to interpret the findings within the appropriate context. 

A further limitation of this research is academic constraints, which may affect the response rate. The effect of time constraints may also be reflected in participants' responses. It is suggested that they may rely on simplified decision-making strategies or provide quicker answers without processing available information (Weening and Maarleveld, 2002).  To improve this, the survey will be designed for participants to understand and navigate it easily. Clear instructions will be provided and complex vocabulary will be explained. Also, participants will be able to complete the survey within a specific time frame.





[bookmark: _Toc197436804]Analysis 

This chapter presents the findings collected by the survey. This survey was distributed using Google Forms to ensure it was accessible to participants using social media platforms. It included twenty-one questions in total and has accumulated a hundred responses. It is important to acknowledge that 1% is equivalent to one participant, as the survey generated one hundred responses. 

Its description at the beginning of the survey explained its purpose, ensuring that the participants provided informed consent before proceeding. The description stated that continuing with the survey implied that they consented for their response to be utilised within this research. However, it also emphasised their entitlement to anonymity. Receiving informed consent from the participants is essential for the ethical considerations of this research. 

Furthermore, this chapter will analyse the data accumulated by the survey and will be used to determine whether crime is a social construct. The data will further provide insight into public attitudes and perspectives and will be compared with the secondary data discussed in the literature review to highlight similarities, differences, or emerging patterns.
[bookmark: _Toc197436805]Findings: Description of Data Analysis and Results 
The first question of this survey was to determine the gender of each participant. This question was included to contribute to existing literature on this topic and to further evaluate its relevance and applicability in its current context. According to the data generated, the majority (69%) of participants were female, as opposed to 30% of male responders. Additionally, 1% of participants chose not to disclose their gender. 

1. 
[image: A pie chart with a number of percentages

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]










The second question asked was to determine the age of participants. This question was included to contribute to existing literature on this topic and further to evaluate its relevance and applicability in its current context. The age category provided by this research was 18-to 65-year-olds. This survey generated results from all age categories. However, 18-to 24-year-olds engaged most with this survey (37% of participants). This was closely followed by 25 to 34-year-olds (25% of participants) and 35- to 44-year-olds (24% of participants).

2. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What is your age?. Number of responses: 100 responses.]

The third question asked was to determine the ethnicity of each participant. This question was included to contribute to existing literature on this topic and further to evaluate its relevance and applicability in its current context. The majority of the participants are white (96%), with the minority representing mixed (3%) and Asian (1%).

3. 

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Ethnicity? . Number of responses: 100 responses.]

The purpose of this question was to determine the salary of each participant. This question was included to contribute to existing literature on this topic and further to evaluate its relevance and applicability in its current context. The survey is representative of a wide range of salaries. From assessing the data, the majority (31%) of participants earned between £12, 571 -£32, 571 annually. Additionally, the data demonstrates that 29% of participants earned less than £12, 770. The survey recorded that 29% of participants earned between £32, 572 and £50, 270 per year.  A minority of participants (11%) earned over £50, 271.

4. 
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The fifth question was asked to provide an insight into the population that has witnessed crime. This question was included to contribute to existing literature on this topic and further to evaluate its relevance and applicability in its current context. The responses generated show that 73% of participants have witnessed a crime, in comparison to the 27% that have not.

5. 

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Have you witnessed a crime? . Number of responses: 100 responses.]

Expanding on the previous question, it was relevant to establish the frequency with which the population has been exposed to crime. This question was included to contribute to existing literature on this topic and further to evaluate its relevance and applicability in its current context. The data suggests that more than half (54%) of participants rarely witness a crime. Whereas 14% of participants are often exposed to crime.

6. 
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The purpose of this question was to review the effects of exposure to crime. This question was included to contribute to existing literature on this topic and further to evaluate its relevance and applicability in its current context. According to the data, 64% of participants believe that exposure to crime has not affected their perception of crime. Despite this, 17% of participants suggested that exposure to crime has desensitised them to crime. This further emphasises the research of Di Tella et al. (2019), which suggests that those who are most frequently exposed to crime are more likely to become desensitised. Whereas 19% did not know its effects.

7. 
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The eighth question of this survey asked: “What factors do you believe contribute to criminality?”

The purpose of this question is to familiarise the researcher and potential readers with factors that the participants believe contribute to criminality. This question generated a variety of responses with approximately 40% of participants suggesting that socioeconomic deprivation and poverty contribute to criminality. Furthermore, it is estimated that 35% of respondents believe that upbringing and family environment influence crime. This highlights the significance of Schroder et al. (2014) findings, which imply that environmental factors diminish a community’s ability to enforce social control and effectively monitor crime.  The survey demonstrates that around 25% of participants suggest that peer influence and social environments contribute to criminality. Approximately 15% of respondents believe that mental health and substance abuse contribute to criminality. In addition to this, 10% of participants suggest that social and cultural narratives influence criminality. More specifically, 5% of respondents believe that traditional gender roles contribute to criminality. Walker (1977) implied this by following their observation of women affected by domestic abuse.  The survey suggests that approximately 5% of participants associated criminality with institutional and legal system failures. Additionally, the survey recorded that there were some participants (3%) who did not know of any factors that potentially contribute to crime.  

The purpose of this question is to explore the percentage of individuals whose perception of crime is directly influenced by external factors. This question was included to contribute to existing literature on this topic and further to evaluate its relevance and applicability in its current context. According to the majority (56%), certain factors have influenced their perception of crime. Additionally, 27% of participants believe that these factors have had no impact on their perceptions of crime.

   9. 

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Have any of these factors shaped your perception of crime? . Number of responses: 100 responses.]

The tenth question aimed to explore the percentage of individuals who were aware of social disparities. This question was included to contribute to existing literature on this topic and further to evaluate its relevance and applicability in its current context. A majority (70%) are aware of existing social disparities. In comparison to the 30% of participants that did not.

   10. 
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This question aimed to further explore the prevalence of certain social disparities within communities. This question was asked to provide contextual information that will support the participants' understanding and engagement with the qualitative open-ended questions later included in the survey. The survey demonstrates that 79% of participants believe that income and wealth inequality is the most common disparity within communities. This is followed by educational inequality (43%) and discrimination and marginalisation (34%). It was surprising to discover that 16% of participants did not witness any social disparities within their community.  

11. 
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The twelfth question asked in this survey is: “How do these influence crime?”

Expanding on the previous question, the survey asked how specific social disparities influence crime within communities. The purpose of this question was to provide further context for these influences. The survey collected a variety of responses that provided valuable insights and could be analysed further. However, approximately 14% of responses were unable to be analysed effectively due to uncertainty or lack of clarity. Analysing the responses revealed that 26% of participants believe that poverty and economic inequality have influenced crime. Additionally, it is recorded that 17% of respondents believe that limited access to education, jobs, and youth service contributes to crime. A response emphasised this, stating that “poor education results in low job options, low job options result in poor income.” It is estimated that 14% of participants suggest that crime is an accessible method of receiving money and provides freedom to individuals.  Furthermore, 12% of respondents implied that social norms further contribute to crime by normalising criminal behaviour. In continuation, 3% of participants have attributed crime to poor attitudes and values. These include internal factors such as greed, lack of morality, or poor work ethic. Merton’s ideologies support this, by suggesting that those who cannot achieve means legitimately will resort to crime (Murphy and Robinson, 2008). The survey also revealed that 7% of participants believe that substance misuse has influenced crime within communities. Some have also included that limited access to rehabilitative services has further contributed to crime. Taylor (2022) demonstrates the ineffectiveness of rehabilitative strategies with an estimate of 29% of offenders re-offending.  It is recorded that 6% of participants believe that social inequalities such as racial discrimination, gender-based violence, and structural inequality have indirectly influenced crime.  

This question was incorporated into this research to explore the influence of institutional practices on crime. This question was asked to provide contextual information that will support the participants understanding and engagement with the qualitative open-ended questions later included in the survey. The data demonstrates that 65% of participants believe that certain aspects of institutional practices influence crime. Furthermore, 28% where unsure of its influence and 7% believe it has does not affect crime. 
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The fourteenth question asked was: “Briefly summarise your choice”

A significant number of participants (28%) expressed concern that current rehabilitation methods, particularly ones implemented in prisons are not effective. Additionally, 12% of respondents believe that criminal justice systems should focus on the primary causes of crime such as poverty, education, and mental health impairments. Bullock and Bunce (2020) suggest that offenders will benefit most from this, highlighting the requirement for additional support and early intervention strategies. Numerous responses (18% of participants) reflected concerns regarding institutional bias in law enforcement practices, particularly affecting marginalised communities. A response highlights this by stating, “too many stop searches on BAME individuals, informing the narrative that these are more criminal.”  The disparities amongst arrest rates can be demonstrated through the research of the Home Office (2024) which suggests that black individuals are detained for search approximately 18.6% more than those who are white. Some respondents (15%) believe that the justice system is too lenient or inconsistent. It is recorded that 7% of participants believe that the public perception of police affects crime rates and cooperation. Finally, 10% of respondents expressed uncertainty.

The purpose of this question was to provide a better understanding of those who are aware of existing social or cultural narratives within their community. This question was included to contribute to existing literature on this topic and to further evaluate its relevance and applicability in its current context.  60% of participants are aware of social and cultural narratives. Although, 22% of participants are not.

15. 
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This question was implemented to explore the direct effect of social and cultural narratives on the perception of crime or deviant behaviour. This question was included to contribute to existing literature on this topic and further to evaluate its relevance and applicability in its current context. Despite the high percentage of those who are aware of existing social and cultural narratives, 40% of participants believe that this has not had an impact on their perspective of crime or deviant behaviour. In contrast to this, 29% of individuals are certain that these external factors have shaped their perception of crime or deviant behaviour. Whereas 31% of respondents are unaware of their influence.

16. 

[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Have these influenced your perception of crime or deviant behaviour? . Number of responses: 100 responses.]

The purpose of this question was to establish how the majority of participants are informed of crime within their community. This question was included to contribute to existing literature on this topic and further to evaluate its relevance and applicability in its current context. A high percentage of individuals rely on sources such as Facebook (80%) and news (64%) to inform them of criminal activity within their community. Additionally, 6% of participants suggested that they rely on new sources such as TikTok. Whereas 1% of individuals use credible sources such as journals to contribute to their knowledge of crime.

17. 
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This question was asked to determine whether media portrayals of crime are influencing individuals. This question was included to contribute to existing literature on this topic and further to evaluate its relevance and applicability in its current context. The majority of participants (80%) believe that the media has not significantly impacted them. Expanding on this, 12% of participants contest that media portrayals have caused significant harm.

18. 
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The nineteenth question asked was: “If so, how?” 

The purpose of this question was to provide further insight into the influence of media portrayals on individuals. A large proportion (30%) of participants reported that media portrayals of crime have not affected them personally. Furthermore, a smaller group (13%) expressed uncertainty on the issue. The survey revealed that 22% of respondents had limited emotional or psychological impact. One participant reported that “there are reports that unsettle me in terms of their description of the individuals involved, but not enough to cause significant harm.” This implies that individuals know about media bias or sensationalism, but it does not influence their perceptions.  To elaborate, 15% of participants expressed their concern for the potential impact that media bias may have on society. This further expands to its effect on specific groups, with 10% of respondents highlighting the effect certain media portrayals have on marginalised communities. However, Bjornstorm et al. (2010) emphasise that this may not be intentional, but rather focused on crime characteristics and regional demographics. 

Furthermore, this question was asked to establish whether media portrayals contribute to the perception of crime. This question was included to contribute to existing literature on this topic and further to evaluate its relevance and applicability in its current context. Similarly, 62% of participants believe that media portrayals have not influenced their perception of crime. However, it is surprising to acknowledge that the same percentage of participants (19%) have been impacted or are uncertain of the influence of media portrayals on their perception of crime.

20. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Has this influenced your perception of crime? . Number of responses: 100 responses.]

This question was asked to determine whether media outlets should have stricter reporting standards.  This question was included to contribute to existing literature on this topic and further to evaluate its relevance and applicability in its current context. It is surprising to note that 79% of participants agree that stricter reporting standards should be implemented. In contrast to this, 8% of participants do not believe that this is relevant.

21.
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Should media outlets have stricter reporting standards? . Number of responses: 100 responses.]



Furthermore, this analysis provides more context into crime as a social construct. Elements of this survey supported existing literature, with particular emphasis on the influence of socioeconomic factors and institutional practices. Additionally, the analysis has inadvertently introduced new factors not initially explored in the study. These unexpected insights reveal opportunities for further inquiry and illustrate the complexity of crime. It has also demonstrated how these different factors inform one other, further contributing to crime and its societal perception. 





[bookmark: _Toc197436806]Conclusion 

To conclude, this chapter will summarise some key findings from this research and how this has contributed to addressing the objectives. This research aims to explore the question: “Is crime a social construct?”, by examining the factors influencing crime within communities. A combination of primary research and a review of existing literature has allowed different perspectives on crime to be observed. This research focused on socioeconomic disparities, institutional practices, and social and cultural narratives in shaping crime and its social perception.

Additionally, this chapter will also evaluate how effectively the research has addressed the initial research gap, whilst analysing the limitations of the study and providing recommendations for future research based on these insights. This includes reflecting on elements of the study such as the methodology, considering any constraints that may have influenced the results, and identifying areas where further investigation could enhance the understanding of crime as a social construct. 

To address the question “Is crime a social construct?”, all relevant factors must be considered. From a research perspective, crime is often viewed as a social construct. Evidently, from assessing primary data each participant has their own beliefs when it comes to crime and deviant behaviour. The data revealed that various factors like the media, institutional practices, and cultural elements have influenced their perception of crime. More specifically, 29% of participants declared that their perception of crime was influenced by social and cultural narratives. 

The question of whether crime is a social construct was also explored through the research objectives. The importance of these was to determine how different elements contribute to the perception of crime independently while examining how these inform one other. A review of existing literature further supports this by highlighting essential theories and perspectives. 

Socioeconomic disparities demonstrated a significant influence in both the literature and the survey data. The research indicated that factors such as poverty, education inequality, and limited employment opportunities are influencing crime. This was further emphasised by the data collected through the survey, with the majority (79%) of respondents suggesting that income and wealth inequality is the biggest social disparity within their communities. Thus, illustrating disadvantaged individuals as criminals. However, this was challenged by Savolainen et al. (2013) who suggest that crime is shaped by inherited traits and life experiences. 

Institutional practices attempt to reinforce a fair and effective approach to dealing with crime and deviant behaviour. Elements of this have been successful and have ensured that crime is addressed through policing strategies and rehabilitative programs. However, it was highlighted through existing literature that challenges persist such as systematic bias and the overrepresentation of certain groups within the criminal justice system. This was further illustrated by the survey participants with 65% believing that aspects of institutional practices influence crime. 

Furthermore, social and cultural narratives have a significant role in influencing the social perception of crime.  A combination of existing literature and primary research revealed that these narratives influence the perception of crime by reinforcing stereotypes, and media portrayals and impacting policy responses toward certain groups or behaviours. For example, media portrayals often overrepresents violent crime and minority ethnic communities which reinforces biased attitudes and increases public fear. Baranauskas and Drakulich (2018) explained that media sources would utilise framing techniques to influence the interpretation of criminal behaviour, justice, and punishment. The effects of the media misinforming the public can be found in their response with 79% of respondents believing that media outlets should have stricter reporting standards. 

In addressing the initial gap in research, this study has provided further insight into how crime is perceived and defined across different contexts. It has demonstrated that crime cannot be fully understood without examining the broader social, economic, and institutional environments in which it occurs. However, this study is without its limitations.

 To achieve more comprehensive results, incorporating additional questions to the survey such as “Have you been a victim of crime?’ may have provided a better insight into how personal experience influences crime and its social perception. Additionally, from analysing the data accumulated by the survey some elements contribute to a crime that this research has not explored. This includes factors such as substance misuse, adverse childhood experiences, and mental health issues. Exploring these influences in future research may provide a holistic understanding of the factors that contribute to crime and shape public perception. This will further inform more effective and evidence-based policy responses. 

From assessing the data, the survey demonstrated that the majority of participants (96%) are white. This affects the research as it is not representative of a wider population. A limited representation of ethnic and cultural diversity can result in an incomplete understanding of how different groups perceive and experience crime.  To improve this, it may be beneficial to explore different sampling methods. This will ensure that the data accumulated is more diverse, inclusive, and reflective of social experiences. Further improving the validity and generalisability of the research. 
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