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1.Executive Summary
[bookmark: _Int_jJqDaTUN][bookmark: _Int_stzNm16C]This report explores the complex nature of defining terrorism by exploring both legal and sociological definitions. Examining the Terrorism Act (2000) in the UK and definitions from Maskaliunaite (2002), it shows the importance of a clear definition that considers political, psychological, and societal impacts of terrorism. The legal definition provides solid foundation for developing counter terrorism methods, shown by the UK’s CONTEST approach. However, the sociological definition emphasizes the fear terrorism causes in the public, which broadens the understanding beyond political motivation. The examples of Al Qaeda and the Irish Republican Army (IRA) highlights the need for different perspectives, displaying how terrorism can occur and impact in different ways. In conclusion a clear and evolving definition is important to help guide counter terrorism responses.  
2.introducton
In the complex world of terrorism, defining the term becomes crucial in shaping effective counterterrorism measures. The terrorism Act (2000) in the United Kingdom provides a great legal definition, which identifies terrorism as the use or threat of actions for political reasons or to install fear in the public. These actions range from serious harm to people to property damage (Crown Protection Service, 2020). Social science offers its own definition that compliments and contrasts the legal perspective. Social science focuses more on the installation of fear to the public and disregards the need for political agenda. (Maskaliunaite, 2002). While both are similar regarded the aspect of installing fear, they differ in the emphasis on political motivations and sociological impact.
These definitions play a critical role in forming counterterrorism strategies, such as the UK’s CONTEST strategy, consisting of prevention, pursuit, protection, and preparation (Home Office, 2023). The legal definition helps police with identifying and addressing terrorism, while social science helps with understanding the psychological impact of terrorism. Understanding terrorism is not only focused on legal factors but it involves psychological and sociological repercussions.
Implementing these definitions in action, terrorist groups such as Al Qaeda and the IRA show the various aspects to terrorism. The infamous 9/11 attacks by Al Qaeda fits into both the legal and sociological definitions, causing many casualties and installing global fear (Jackson, 2021). In contrast to this, the IRA carried out attacks such as the Brighton bombing and did hunger strikes (English,2008) (Taylor,2021). This shows how diverse terrorism is and how it impacts politically and the public differently. This report explores the need for clear definition when explaining terrorism.

3.Main findings
[bookmark: _Int_sC5n2Eb5]The Terrorism Act (2000) can help define what terrorism is. In this act terrorism is the use or threat of specific actions which are used in a politically motivated manner or to cause fear to the public (Crown Prosecution Service, 2020). These actions can include serious harm to a person, endangering life, creating serious risk to the public's health and safety and severe property damage (Crown Prosecution Service, 2020). Therefore, according to this definition, terrorism is not just about attacks like bombings as people may think but can also include things such as the IRA hunger strikes (1981). This definition gives a good indication on how having the right definition can have a positive impact when dealing with terrorism in a counterterrorism manner (Margariti, 2018). 
[bookmark: _Int_BK2zxFqT]As well as legal definitions for terrorism there are also definitions in the view of social science. Maskaliunaite (2002) argues that terrorism is related to the “life and death” struggle and that it creates fear into the minds of people who encounter it. The “life and death struggle” refers to a tragic incident that usually involves death (Dictionary.com, 2023). When using this definition, it is more about the fear terrorism creates rather than the political agenda of terrorist groups. Therefore, this definition would be suited to the attacks that cause much fear to the public such as 9/11 and 7/7 attacks.
These two definitions are similar as they both involve the concept of installing fear into the public and gives the foundation of the concept of counter terrorism when responding to terrorism. They differ in how the sociological definition is focused on the fear brought to the public, whereas the legal definition also includes that it can involve actions used as a response to political movements. Also, the sociological definition mentions how death is a part of it whereas the legal definition can also include severe damage to property (Crown Prosecution Service, 2020). 
[bookmark: _Int_4cqCN0Oc]These two definitions influence how we police and understand terrorism. The legal definition gives us the way terrorism is policed in the UK. The main way terrorism is controlled is through the concept of CONTEST (Home Office, 2023). The core principles of CONTEST are, prevent, pursue, protect, and prepare. The first principle, prevent, is all about stopping a person from getting radicalized and becoming a terrorist in the first place. This is done by community organizations supporting and mentoring those who are vulnerable to radicalization (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2022). Pursue is about gaining intelligence and bringing those committing acts of terrorism to justice. Counter terrorism police work with agencies such as MI5 to gain intelligence on terrorists whether it is a lone attack being planned or if they are involved in large scale group attacks (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2018). Protect is protecting the public from acts of terrorism. For example, highly valued targets will have more police presence such as large shopping centers and large-scale events such as the queen's funeral. Counter terrorism police would be working with other emergency services such as the ambulance and fire service to cause minimal damage to the public (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2023a). Prepare is the preparation if the worst happens and a terrorist attack takes place. The aim is to react quickly and efficiently to reduce the impact caused by the attack. This is done by regular testing of methods and working with emergency services, government agencies and the military (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2023b). The definition of terrorism impacts this by firstly outlining what a terrorist attack is so the police can prepare well. Alson in addition to this, the definitions can help understand the political reasons for why terrorism occurs which can therefore help identify those vulnerable to extremism and help prevent radicalization to happen. 
Al Qaeda is one of the most well-known terrorist organizations who became well-known after the 11th of September attacks (2001), more commonly known as 9/11. Al Qaeda's main goals was to rally likeminded Islamic “jihadists” to fight against the west to create an independent Islamic state known as the “Caliphate” (Byman, 2015). The group was first formed during the soviet's invasion of Afghanistan to defend the “Muslim world” (Byman, 2015). Al Qaeda, under the former leader Osama Bin Laden, was responsible for numerous attacks such as 9/11 and the bombings of the U.S. embassies in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania and Nairobi, Kenya (1998) (FBI, n.d.). 9/11 remains as one of the most horrific acts of terror to this date. On September 11th, 2001, members of Al Qaeda took control of four US passenger jets and crashed two planes into the world trade center, one into the headquarters of the US military (the pentagon) and one in a field in Pennsylvania after passengers fought back (Jackson, 2021). In total 2,977 innocent people lost their lives with the world trade center seeing the most deaths (Jackson, 2021). This attack fits into the legal definition of terrorism, as it was an attack that caused a lot of death and fear to the public (Crown Prosecution Service, 2020). Similarly, it fits into the sociological definition as it brought a lot of fear to the people of America and the rest of the world was affected (Maskaliunaite, 2002). 
[bookmark: _Int_y8mtHtsU]The IRA was a group founded in 1919. Their main goal was to end the British rule in Northern Ireland and to create a united and independent republic or Ireland (English, 2008). Their methods were bombings such as the Brighton bombing (1984) and hunger strikes (1981). The Brighton bombing in 1984 is described as “audacious” and “ambitious”. Members of the IRA detonated a bomb outside a hotel in Brighton on the 12th of October 1984. They chose this target as most of the government were staying in that hotel at the time of the bombing. In the explosion five people were killed and a further thirty were injured. The bomb was extremely close to killing most of the government including then prime minister, Margaret Thatcher (Hughes, 2014). This certain attack fits in with both definitions as it was a politically motivated attack which fits into the legal definition, and it also caused fear amongst the UK public (Crown Prosecution Service, 2020). Similarly, it fits into the sociological definition as those affected had fear (Maskaliunaite, 2002). 
In 1981 the IRA turned to hunger strikes instead of violent attacks to climb towards their goal. The IRA started these hunger strikes because they wanted to be given political status in prison and be able to wear their own clothes as they saw themselves as “political prisoners” and not “criminals.” Therefore, on the 1st of March 1981 Bobby Sands, an IRA commanding officer, led a hunger strike with nine volunteers. After 66 days on strike Sands died which caused riots in Ireland. A further 9 prisoners also died due to hunger strikes (Taylor, 2021). The hunger strikes can be perceived as an act of terrorism as it did create risk to public health due to the riots that followed, and it was politically motivated (Crown Prosecution Service, 2020). However, it does not fit into the sociological definition as it does not cause fear to people who encountered it and it does not involve death in the public (Maskaliunaite, 2002). 
4.Conclusion
In conclusion, the complex nature of terrorism means it is imperative to have a proficient level of understanding that blends legal definitions with sociological definitions. The terrorism Act (2000) provides a good foundation for legislation in the UK, outlining terrorism as politically motivated actions or actions with the purpose of driving fear into the public (Crown Prosecution Service, 2020). This definition paired with sociological perspectives offered by Maskaliunaite (2002), emphasizes two different impacts of terrorism, both politically motivated and fear inducing. Both definitions help form the foundation of counterterrorism strategies, with an example being the CONTEST approach in the UK, which includes prevention, pursuit, protection, and preparation against terrorism (Home Office, 2023). 
When looking at historical cases involving Al Qaeda and the IRA shows the diversity and complexity of terrorism. The 9/11 attacks by Al Qaeda highlights the similarity of legal and sociological definitions, as they caused mass casualties and created global fear (Jackson, 2021). The IRAs acts of terrorism, including the Brighton Bombing and 1981 hunger strikes, show the different nature of terrorism, impacting politics and public fear in diverse ways (English, 2008) (Taylor, 2021).
It is important to recognize that legal definitions give a good framework for policing, whereas perspectives from social science provide good understanding of psychological and sociological factors. This enables an overall understanding of terrorism, which helps create effective counter terrorism strategies that can address legal aspects and broader social and psychological implications. 
5.Recommendations
- Establish a clear and well-defined legal definition of terrorism.
A well-defined legal definition can clearly outline what terrorism is. This clarity can effectively help police terrorism.
-Include sociological perspectives in definitions.
Consider the impact on individuals and communities due to terrorism. This will ensure that psychological and sociological perspectives are used when countering terrorism. 
-Regularly review and update definitions.
Terrorism is constantly involving so regular reviews will help with keeping up to date with counterterrorism measures. 
-Make the definitions international
Ensure that the definitions of terrorism are similar internationally. Shared understanding across the world would help counter terrorism efforts.
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