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What is the purpose of the ‘case study’ and ‘critical incident’’ bridging activity?

You will recall that a ‘case study’ can be thought of as ‘an instance in action’ according to Nisbet and Watt (1984 p.72 (in Cohen, Manion and Morrison 2006 p.253) and that Tripp (2012) observes that deep analysis of ‘critical incidents’ can inform teacher judgement and practice and although they can be serious in nature, they may also be observed moments that are ‘funny, sad, witty…..boring, good’ or possibly even ‘trivial.’ For Tripp, observation and deeper analysis of the implications of the observed incident offers rare opportunity for deeper understanding of your development and pedagogy.

By the end of the test phase, you will have identfied a small handful of incidents that hold the potential to open up deeper reflection and study (for the assignment) in relation to two or three areas that have been highlighted at university in the module content.  In this way, it is you as the researcher that makes the incident ‘critical.’ You will have observed up to three lessons recalling the central importance of maintaining the respect, dignity and anonymity of all participants (staff and pupils) at all times (BERA 2018).  

The form below can be used as a framework for observing learners and learning experiences.  As is often advised (Cohen Manion and Morrison 2006), you may wish to make short notes only during the obervation in case you miss an important element of a potential ‘incident’ whilst writing.  Researchers are advised to make detailed notes as soon as is practically possible following the observation. 

IMPORTANT:
Use the forms below for your observations and to record incidents.  You will need to observe three teaching episodes and identify four potential incidents. It is a requirment of the assignment that these be included with the appendices to your research assignment.  You will be able to access copies of these forms on Moodle.






















OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: Year 4/5


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

· Large classroom with 29 learners. Learners were on split into 4 different tables across the classroom. Learners had just come in from lunch and were eager for the afternoon lesson to begin. Several different learning resources to choose from such as ipads, books and laptops. 

Aole: Sceince and tech  



	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
· Different topics on the board and learners had to choose one 
· Leaners were then split into groups and used different resources to research ways in which to help the local community 
· Learners then came back together to find one way in which the whole class could agree to help with the food crisis.
· Learners went back into their groups and discussed ways in which they could grow a local vegetable patch in the school 



	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
· Constructivism in education – Piaget  
· Zone of Proximal Developement – Vygotsky 
· Scaffolded learning






	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

· After lunch so learners were eager to learn. A very busy classroom setting with a high level of pupils. Behavior was managed well throughout the lesson. No teaching assistant or support staff. Learners were put in a seating plan.

















Record 2
	Date and time, year group: Year 1 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

· Outdoor portacabin-based classroom. Rather a small classroom with few resources. One carpet area and 2 tables. Total of 15 learners with 6 learners off on sick. One teacher and two teaching assistants. Several different display baords with learners work 

AOLE- Health and well-being



	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
· A learner was playing with the ‘It’s a small world’ play area. Learners were able to explain to the researcher the importance of friendship. Using small-figure dolls learner was also to explain the importance of emotions and how we can support friends and fellow peers if they are feeling upset or are having a bad day. The learner was also able to explain different ways games they could partake in with their friends that make them feel happy and joyful. 





	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
· Emotional well-being.
· Behaviour. 
· Friendship groups. 







	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

· As it was a Monday morning lesson learners were keen to inform the teaching staff about the fun activities they had done during the weekend. As many learners were off unwell many learners were questioning where their friends were and were slightly disappointed that they were off on that day. 

















Record 3
	Date and time, year group: Year 1 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

· Outdoor portacabin-based classroom. Rather a small classroom with few resources. One carpet area and 2 tables. Total of 15 learners with 6 learners off on sick. One teacher and two teaching assistants. Several different display boards with learners’ work





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

· Leaner who was of Turkish ethnicity and also exemplified ALN appeared to struggle to keep up with work. It became apparent that the learner was also struggling to understand English and so soon became dissociated with tasks and fellow peers. As none of the teaching staff were able to speak Turkish they were not able to support effectively. Due to the learner’s ALN they also became quickly frustrated and were not able to calm down.   






	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

· Intersectionality – as the learner had ALN and difficulty understanding English his learning suffered significantly. 








	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

· As it was a Monday morning lesson learners were keen to inform the teaching staff about the fun activities they had done during the weekend. As many learners were off unwell many learners were questioning where their friends were and were slightly disappointed that they were off on that day. 
· 
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