
E Kenny (2007) writes a descriptive article on an American Tribal Style Belly dance performance in Mid-West America through participant observation and interviews over a 3-year period.
Her writing establishes the history of ATS and looks at how this group of performing ladies’ cross boundaries in cultural, social, feministic, and personal ways “to leak into the world outside the dance studio. To share this transformation with those willing to be part of it……they are working to transform their world.” (Kenny,2007).
Kenny suggests that through engaging with troupes such as this community and personal development can be strengthened citing from a variety of different sources. However, she pays less attention, though does comment, on negative aspects that may be encountered. The appropriation of cultures used to ‘make’ the ATS style may, as suggested by some critics, ‘fall prey to “postmodern neo-colonialism “in their quest for personalised authenticity and romanticised experiences of the Other.’ (Kenny,2007)
R . Jarrar argues vehemently in her article “Why I can’t stand white belly dancers: Whether they know it or not, white women who practise belly dance are engaging in appropriation.” (2014).  Implying that the term “belly dance” is a Western one and that white women performing specifically Arab dance are appropriating a culture. This is Jarra’s personal belief and no sources are cited or explained to back up her argument. 
The contrast between the views I have quoted are hugely separate. I have never questioned the appropriation of belly dance yet Jarras opinions suggest that this needs to be considered by both performer and audience. E Kenny’s idealised view of belly dance is in keeping with my understanding of this art form.
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