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Proposed Topic:
Should the UK Government Help Fund Domestic Housing Retrofits?
Rationale:
The UK’s housing stock is among the least energy efficient in all of Europe, and domestic energy consumption remains a large contributor to the national carbon emissions. Many homes, both old and newly built, are built to below-par building specifications and inconsistent regulations resulting in the failure to meet high energy efficiency standards. With rising energy prices and a growing demand for sustainable living, the need for large scale and full housing retrofits is an ever-increasing urgency. Insulation, double glazing, air tightness and low carbon heating systems are all retrofitting measures that can reduce energy use significantly, however the high costs often discourage many homeowners. Government aid, through either direct funding or low interest loans to allow homeowners to carry out their own retrofits, could accelerate installation. This research paper aims to explore whether such financial support is essential for achieving country wide energy reductions and the mitigation of a future energy crisis. It will also assess how public funding could be balanced with the involvement of private sectors to ensure economic and social fairness.
Preliminary Research Question:
To what extent should the UK government fund or provide low-interest loans for domestic housing retrofits to reduce energy consumption and mitigate the risk of an energy crisis?




Aim
To evaluate whether UK government funding or low-interest loans for domestic housing retrofits are necessary to reduce energy consumption in houses and mitigate the risks of a national energy crisis.
Objectives
· To identify the current energy efficiency performance of the UK housing stock
· To analyse the effectiveness of common retrofit measures in domestic housing in reducing energy demand
· To assess the financial implications faced by homeowners when carrying out retrofit projects
· To evaluate the role of government funding and low-interest loans in increasing retrofit uptake
· To consider how public and private sector involvement can be balanced to ensure fairness

